
In the 

Indiana Supreme Court 
 

 

CAUSE NUMBER: 94S00-1003-MS-128 
 

 

ORDER AMENDING INDIANA RULES OF TRIAL PROCEDURE 
 
 Under the authority vested in this Court to provide by rule for the procedure employed in 

all courts of this state and this Court’s inherent authority to supervise the administration of all 

courts of this state, Indiana Trial Rules 51 and 53.1 are amended to read as follows (deletions 

shown by striking and new text shown by underlining): 

. . . 

Rule 51. Instructions to jury: Objections, requests: Submission in stages 

(A) Preliminary Instructions. When the jury has been sworn the court shall instruct the 

jury in accordance with Jury Rule 20.  Each party shall have reasonable opportunity to 

examine these preliminary instructions and state his specific objections thereto out of 

the presence of the jury and before any party has stated his case.  (The court may of its 

own motion and, if requested by either party, shall reread to the jury all or any part of 

such preliminary instructions along with the other instructions given to the jury at the 

close of the case. A request to reread any preliminary instruction does not count against 

the ten [10] instructions provided in subsection (D) below.) The parties shall be given 

reasonable opportunity to submit requested instructions prior to the swearing of the 

jury, and object to instructions requested or proposed to be given.  

. . .  

Rule 53.1. Failure to rule on motion 

. . . 

 (C) Time of ruling. For the purposes of Section (A) of this rule, a court is deemed to have 

set a motion for hearing on the date the setting is noted in the Chronological Case 
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Summary, and to have ruled on the date the ruling is noted in the Chronological Case 

Summary. 

 . . . 

 

These amendments shall take effect January 1, 2011. 

The Clerk of this Court is directed to forward a copy of this Order to the clerk of each 

circuit court in the state of Indiana; Attorney General of Indiana; Legislative Services Agency 

and its Office of Code Revision; Administrator, Indiana Supreme Court; Administrator, Indiana 

Court of Appeals; Administrator, Indiana Tax Court; Public Defender of Indiana; Prosecuting 

Attorney’s Council; Public Defender’s Council; Indiana Supreme Court Disciplinary 

Commission; Indiana Supreme Court Commission for Continuing Legal Education; Indiana 

Board of Law Examiners; Indiana Judicial Center; Division of State Court Administration; 

Indiana Judges and Lawyers Assistance Program; the libraries of all law schools in this state; the 

Michie Company; and Thomson Reuters. The Clerk is also directed to post this Order to the 

Court’s website. 

Thomson Reuters is directed to publish this Order in the advance sheets of this Court. 

The Clerks of the Circuit Courts are directed to bring this Order to the attention of all 

judges within their respective counties and to post this Order for examination by the Bar and 

general public. 

DONE at Indianapolis, Indiana, this 10th day of December, 2010. 

 

 

      /s/Randall T. Shepard 

     Randall T. Shepard 

      Chief Justice of Indiana  

 

All Justices concur. 
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