
In the 

Indiana Supreme Court 
 

 

CAUSE NUMBER: 94S00-1401-MS-57 
 

ORDER AMENDING INDIANA JURY RULES  
 
 Under the authority vested in this Court to provide by rule for the procedure employed in 

all courts of this state and this Court’s inherent authority to supervise the administration of all 

courts of this state, Indiana July Rules 16 and 18 are amended as follows (deletions shown by 

striking and new text shown by underlining): 

INDIANA JURY RULES 

. . .  

RULE 16. NUMBER OF JURORS 

(a) In all criminal cases, if the defendant is charged with: murder, a Class A, B, or C felony, 

including any enhancement(s), a Level 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 felony, including any enhancement(s) 

the jury shall consist of twelve (12) persons, unless the parties and the court agree to a lesser 

number of jurors. If the defendant is charged with any other crime, the jury shall consist of 

six (6) persons. The court shall determine the number of alternate jurors to be seated. The 

verdict shall be unanimous. 

(b) In all civil cases, the jury shall consist of six (6) persons, unless the parties agree to a 

lesser number of jurors before the jury is selected. The verdict shall be unanimous, unless the 

parties stipulate before the verdict is announced that a verdict or finding of a stated majority 

of the jurors shall be taken as the verdict or finding of the jury. The number of alternate 

jurors shall be governed by Trial Rule 47(B). 

. . .  

RULE 18. NUMBER OF PEREMPTORY CHALLENGES 

(a) In criminal cases the defendant and prosecution each may challenge peremptorily: 

(1) twenty (20) jurors in prosecutions where the death penalty or life without parole is 

sought;  

(2) ten (10) jurors when neither the death penalty nor life without parole is sought in 

prosecutions for murder, and Class A, B, or C felonies, including enhancements, and  

Level 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 felonies, including any enhancement(s); and  

(3) five (5) jurors in prosecutions for all other crimes.  
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When several defendants are tried together, they must join their challenges. 

. . .  

These amendments take effect retroactive to July 1, 2014. 

The Clerk of this Court is directed to forward a copy of this Order to the clerk of each 

circuit court in the state of Indiana; Attorney General of Indiana; Legislative Services Agency and 

its Office of Code Revision; Administrator, Indiana Supreme Court; Administrator, Indiana Court 

of Appeals; Administrator, Indiana Tax Court; Public Defender of Indiana; Prosecuting Attorney’s 

Council; Public Defender’s Council; Indiana Supreme Court Disciplinary Commission; Indiana 

Supreme Court Commission for Continuing Legal Education; Indiana Board of Law Examiners; 

Indiana Judicial Center; Division of State Court Administration; Indiana Judges and Lawyers 

Assistance Program; the libraries of all law schools in this state; the Michie Company; and 

Thomson Reuters. The Clerk is also directed to post this Order to the Court’s website. 

Thomson Reuters is directed to publish this Order in the advance sheets and bound volumes 

of this Court’s decisions. Thomson Reuters is directed to publish this Order in the advance sheets 

of this Court. 

The Clerks of the Circuit and Superior Courts are directed to bring this Order to the attention 

of all judges within their respective counties and to post this Order for examination by the Bar and 

general public. 

DONE at Indianapolis, on September 2, 2014. 

 

 

      /s/Loretta H. Rush 

     Loretta H. Rush 

      Chief Justice of Indiana  

 

All Justices concur. 
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