In the
Indiana Supreme Court
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ORANGE COUNTY

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF AMENDED LOCAL RULES

The judges of the Courts of record of Orange County have decided to amend the local
rules indicated below and request Supreme Court approval for the following amended local rules

for which Supreme Court approval is required:

1. Reassignment of criminal cases pursuant to Criminal Rule 2.2 (LR59-CR 2.2-1).
2. Special judge selection rule pursuant to Trial Rule 79(H) (LR59-TR 79-1).

The amended local rules indicated above are proposed for adoption without first being
published for comment because good cause exists for the Courts to deviate from the schedule
established pursuant to T.R. 81. Upon approval by the Supreme Court, these amended local rules
shall be published as required by T.R. 81(D) and shall not be effective until so published for
comment. The requested effective date shall be August 1, 2015.

Accordingly, the judges of record of Orange County request approval of the above noted
amended local rules.

Submitted this 30" day of June, 2015.

For the Courts of Record of Orange County:

/sl /sl
Larry R. Blanton, Judge R. Michael Cloud, Judge
Orange Circuit Court Orange Superior Court




LR59-CR 2.2-1
ASSIGNMENT OF CRIMINAL CASES

The Courts of Orange County, Indiana adopt the following local rule in regard to

assignment of criminal cases, and pursuant to Rule 2.2 of the Indiana Rules of Criminal
Procedure.

1.

All mMisdemeanors and Slass-B Level 6 fFelonies shall be assigned to, and filed in the
Orange Superior Court (subject to the exceptions provided in LR59-AR 00-1).

All other fFelonies shall be assigned to, and filed in the Orange Circuit Court.
This rule does not preclude the following filings in the Orange Circuit Court:

a. Criminal Class-B Level 6 Felonies and Misdemeanors filed as counts to a more a
serious criminal charge filed in the Orange Circuit Court EMRZ-FEA> -~
“EC”ecausenumbers) (“MR”, “F1”, “F2”, “F3”, “F4”, and “FS” cause numbers)
and

b. Criminal Class-B Level 6 Felonies (“FB F6” cause numbers) and Criminal
Misdemeanors (“CM” cause numbers) filed when the same Defendant has more
serious criminal charges pending in the Orange Circuit Court.

The Judge of the Orange Circuit Court or Superior Court, by appropriate order entered in
the Record of Judgments and Orders, may transfer and reassign to the other court a
pending Glass-B Level 6 Felony or Misdemeanor case, provided the receiving Court
accepts jurisdiction of such matter.

Because this assignment rule provides for all mMisdemeanors and Class-B Level 6
fFelonies to be filed in the Orange Superior Court, and for all other fFelonies to be filed
in the Orange Circuit Court, with the only exceptions being those outlined in Sections 3
& 4 of this rule, so long as the regular }Judge of the Orange Circuit or Superior Court is
presiding on the case at the time of dismissal, it is not necessary to make further
provisions for continued assignment of a Judge in the event of dismissal. In those
circumstances, continued assignment in the event of dismissal shall occur as the
inevitable result of compliance with this rule.

If a sSpecial Judge is presiding on a case in either the Orange Circuit or Orange Superior
Court, and a dismissal occurs, all fFelony or mMisdemeanor charges filed against the
same defendant within the next six months which are based upon the same facts and
circumstances, shall be assigned to the sSpecial {Judge from whom the dismissal was
taken.

In the event of disqualification, recusal, or other change of {Judge, a pending-felony-or
misdemeanor criminal, infraction, ordinance violation, or post-conviction relief case shall

be rea35|gned in the eCourt where pendmg te—the—wdge—feem—theemer—eeeet—m—the
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G#aMerd—&rem{—Gewt—and—me%udg&ef—the-Mamﬂ—&FeumGean—to a Speual Judqe

selected by the Administrative Judge of District 24 pursuant to the District 24
Governance Plan. The selection shall take into account the Indiana Supreme Court’s
policy that Special Judges in these kinds of cases should first be selected from within
Orange County, and the requirement of Indiana Criminal Rule 13 that Special Judges in
these kinds of cases if not from Orange County must be from a county that is contiguous
to Orange County or from within District 24. The selection shall also take into account
the intent of the District 24 Governance Plan that each Judge receive one (1) appointment
for every case from which that Judge disqualifies, recuses, or grants a change of Judge.

In the event these rules fail to assign a case or unique circumstances presented in a
particular proceeding preclude local assignment, the jJudge before whom the case is
pending may request the Indiana Supreme Court to appoint a sSpecial fJudge for the case.

LR59-TR _79-1
APPOINTMENT SELECTION OF SPECIAL JUDGES IN CIVIL CASES

In the event of disqualification, recusal, or other change of Judge in a civil case, and

the parties do not reach an agreement as to a Special Judge pursuant to Indiana Trial Rule
79(D) or an agreed upon Special Judge does not accept the case, and it becomes
necessary to appoint a Special Judge under Indiana Trial Rule 79(H), a Special Judge
shall be selected by the Administrative Judge of District 24 pursuant to the District 24
Governance Plan. The selection shall take into account the intent of the District 24
Governance Plan that each Judge receive one (1) appointment for every case from which
that Judge disqualifies, recuses, or grants a change of Judge.

In the event that these rules fail to produce a Special Judge who is eligible to serve,
or unique circumstances presented in a particular case preclude Special Judge
selection locally, the Judge before whom the case is pending may request

the Indiana Supreme Court to appoint a Special Judge for the case.
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