
INDIANA 
SUPREME 

COURT
The Indiana Supreme 
Court is the state’s 
highest court. It was 
established in 1816. 

There are 5 members: 
Chief Justice Loretta 
Rush, Justice Robert 
Rucker, Justice Steven 
David, Justice Mark 
Massa, and Justice 
Geoffrey Slaughter. 

The justices are 
appointed on a merit 
basis and then stand 
for retention in a 
general election.

All data fiscal year 2015-2016. 
Contact Indiana Supreme Court 

Public Information Officer at 
kathryn.dolan@courts.in.gov 

for more information.

C A S E S

•	 1.4 million cases were filed statewide in 2015-2016
•	 The Court was asked to review 847 cases (fiscal year 2016)

•	 The Court handed down 85 majority opinions (fiscal year 2016)

•	 Attorneys from each side argue in person before the justices
•	 Each side typically has 20 minutes, no witnesses are called
•	 Oral arguments are open to the public and webcast  

(nearly 1000 are archived online)

•	 After deciding a case, all opinions are posted at courts.IN.gov

O R A L  A R G U M E N T S

•	 The Justices generally meet once a week in Court Conference to discuss 
cases and administrative matters

•	 The Judicial Branch makes up less than 1% of the state budget
•	 The Supreme Court posts information at twitter.com/incourts  

and photographs at flickr.com/incourts 

O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N

More than 200 employees comprise the various agencies of the Court

D E P A R T M E N T S

•	 Office of Personnel and Operations 
•	 Indiana Office of Court Services 
•	 Fiscal 
•	 Supreme Court Services 

•	 Attorney Services
•	 Court Technology -  

Trial and Appellate 
•	 Office of Communication, 

Education and Outreach

For additional information about the Supreme Court, view  
the Supreme Court’s annual report at courts.IN.gov/supreme

http://courts.IN.gov
http://courts.in.gov/supreme

