
Domestic Relations Committee 
Judicial Conference of Indiana 

 
Minutes 

February 18, 2011 
 

 The Domestic Relations Committee met at the Indiana Judicial Center from 10:30 a.m. – 
3:45 p.m. on Friday, February 18, 2011  

 
1. Members present. Craig J. Bobay, Thomas H. Busch, Francis G. Hill, Karen M. Love, 
Sheryl L. Lynch, Lynn Murray, Nanette K. Raduenz, Frederick A. Schurger, Debbie J. Shook, Dean 
A. Young, and William C. Fee, Chair, were present. 
  
2. Staff present. Jeffrey Bercovitz, Anne Jordan and Angela Reid-Brown provided the 
committee with staff assistance. 
 
3. Guests present. Stuart Showalter, Indiana Custodial Rights Advocates, and Craig Scarberry 
were also present.   
 
4. Minutes approved. The minutes for the committee on November 19, 2010 were approved 
by the committee. 
 
5. Paternity affidavit.  Jeffrey Bercovitz distributed a newspaper article concerning Judge 
Tanya Walton Pratt’s order to the Board of Health which must accept paternity affidavits even if 
they do not have the Social Security numbers of each parent.    
 
6. Comments.  Jeffrey Bercovitz distributed comments about support and parenting time from 
Latonya G. Bradford, Tedi Gary, and Brian J. Coleman for the committee’s consideration. 
  
7. Parenting Time Guidelines revisions.  Members of the committee reviewed and revised 
proposed changes by Magistrate Raduenz and Judge Young on (a) Presume More Time for 
Noncustodial Parent, (NCP)/Protection of NCP rights /Overnights/Overnights for Infants and (b) 
Equal Parenting Time.  They agreed to add information about parenting time plans.  Committee 
members agreed to begin review of parenting time guidelines at children 3 years of age or older at 
the next meeting.       
 
8. Education.  Anne Jordan discussed ideas for a session on family law at the Spring Judicial 
College.  Committee members liked the idea of an entire day, and suggested a session on evidence 
for family law, local court rules for family law, cooperative dissolution local rules, parenting time 
guideline changes, parenting time coordination rules, and ethics and family law. 
 
9.  Recent legislation.  Angela Reid-Brown reviewed HB 1427, Claiming child as dependent 
for tax purposes; and HB 1481, Duty to support a child until age 19, instead of 21.  Committee 
members wanted to have clearly indicated in the legislation the support should continue through 
high school, even after age 19.  Mr. Showalter reported HB 1422 passed, which would inform a 
parent if a criminal investigation is pending involving their child.  If it passes, he believes the 
parenting time guidelines should require a parent to notify the other parent if they receive the report 
of a criminal investigation.     
 
 
 
 
 



 
10. Future meeting dates.  Committee members agreed to meet again on Friday, March 18, May 
20, July 15, August 19, and November 18, 2011 from 10:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the Judicial Center.  
They also agreed to meet in conjunction with the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts 
Regional Meeting in Indianapolis on Oct. 27-29, 2011 in Indianapolis.    

 
Respectfully submitted,    

        
 
 
Jeffrey Bercovitz, Director 

       Juvenile and Family Law 
 
 



 
 

Domestic Relations Committee 
Judicial Conference of Indiana 

 
Minutes 

March 18, 2011 
 

 The Domestic Relations Committee and the Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee met 
jointly in the Board Room of the Supreme Court Disciplinary Commission from 10:30 a.m. – 
12:50 p.m. on Friday, March 18, 2011.  The Domestic Relations Committee met after from 1:15 
p.m. – 3:20 p.m.  

 
1. Members present. Craig J. Bobay, Thomas H. Busch, Francis G. Hill, Sheryl L. Lynch, 
Lynn Murray, Nanette K. Raduenz, Richard R. Stalbrink and Frederick A. Schurger, Chair Pro 
Tem, were present from the Domestic Relations Committee and Larry J. Ambler, Brent E. Dickson, 
Calvin D. Hawkins, Matthew L. Headley, Thomas K. Milligan, Edward J. Nemeth, Victoria M. 
Ransberger, Kim Van Valer, and Randy J. Williams were also present from the Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Committee. 
  
2. Staff present. Julia Orzeseke, Executive Director, Indiana Commission on Continuing 
Legal Education; Jeffrey Bercovitz, and Jennifer L. Weber provided the committee with staff 
assistance. 
 
3. Guests present. Robert Monday, PACE; Stuart Showalter, Indiana Custodial Rights 
Advocates, and Therin Showalter were also present.   
 
4. Minutes approved. The minutes for the committee on February 18, 2011 were approved 
by the committee. 
 
5. Parenting Coordination Rules. 
a. Jennifer Weber distributed a draft “Indiana Rules and Commentary for Parenting 
Coordination” and model parenting time order for discussion purposes.   
b. Magistrate Bobay, and Magistrate Raduenz reviewed the draft rule, commentary and model 
order with the joint committee.  The members of the joint committee discussed the draft rule, 
commentary and model order and agreed to revisions by the subcommittee.  
c. The joint committee members agreed to hold another joint meeting on Friday, May 20 to 
consider revisions based on public comments about the draft rule, commentary and model order.   
  
6. Parenting Time Guidelines revisions.   
a. Members of the committee reviewed and revised proposed changes in commentary by 
Magistrate Hill and Judge Busch on the presence of both parents at the exchange of a child and 
parenting time when distance is a factor.   
b. Committee members discussed additional commentary about high conflict and domestic 
violence cases.   
 
7. Education.   
a. Committee members discussed ideas for advanced issues in child support for the Spring 
Judicial College session on April 27. 
b. Jeffrey Bercovitz reported the deadline for sessions at the AFCC conference in October is 
April 15.  They discussed parenting coordination, parenting time guidelines, child support 
guidelines and how to administer emergencies in family law cases.  
 



8.  Recent legislation.  Jeffrey Bercovitz distributed HB 1422 passed, which would inform a 
parent if a criminal investigation is pending involving their child.  If it passes, the parenting time 
guidelines should require a parent to notify the other parent if they receive the report of a criminal 
investigation.     
 
9. Future meeting dates.  Committee members agreed to meet again on Friday, May 20 as joint 
meeting with the ADR Committee, July 15, August 19, and November 18, 2011 from 10:30 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m. at the Judicial Center.  They also agreed to meet in conjunction with the Association of 
Family and Conciliation Courts Regional Meeting in Indianapolis on Oct. 27-29, 2011 in 
Indianapolis.    

 
Respectfully submitted,    

        
 
 
Jeffrey Bercovitz, Director 

       Juvenile and Family Law 
 
 
 



 
Domestic Relations Committee 
Judicial Conference of Indiana 

 
Minutes 

May 20, 2011 
 

 The Domestic Relations Committee and the Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee met 
jointly at the Indiana Judicial Center from 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. on Friday, May 20, 2011.   

 
1. Members present. Karen M. Love, Sheryl L. Lynch, Lynn Murray, Nanette K. Raduenz, 
Frederick A. Schurger, and William C. Fee, Chair were present from the Domestic Relations 
Committee and Larry J. Ambler, Calvin D. Hawkins, Edward J. Nemeth, Victoria M. Ransberger, 
Randy J. Williams and K. Mark Loyd, Chair were also present from the Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Committee.   
 
2. Staff present. Jeffrey Bercovitz, and Jennifer L. Weber provided the committee with staff 
assistance. 
 
3. Guests present. Stuart Showalter, Indiana Custodial Rights Advocates was present.   
 
4. Minutes approved. The minutes for the committee on March 18, 2011 were approved. 
 
5. Parenting Coordination Rules. 
a. Jeffrey Bercovitz distributed a draft Indiana Rules for Parenting Coordination with revisions 
from the Parenting Coordination Subcommittee. He distributed a compilation of comments 
submitted by the public.  Magistrate Raduenz reviewed the draft rule, commentary and model order 
with the committee.   
b. Committee members discussed whether a court should be permitted to appoint a parenting 
coordinator under certain circumstances without consent of the parties.  Judge Williams moved to 
keep the language recommended by the subcommittee permitting the appointment of a Parenting 
Coordinator only upon consent of the parties.  Judge Fee seconded the motion.  The motion was 
passed.  
c. The members of the joint committee discussed the draft rule, commentary and model order 
and agreed to various revisions. 
d. Judge Hawkins moved to approve the draft Indiana Rules for Parenting Coordination as 
revised at this meeting, subject to any revisions recommended by the Parenting Coordination 
Subcommittee based on comments received through May 26, 2011.  All revisions based on 
comments should be submitted to the full committee by June 1.  An email vote must be approved by 
June 3 if any amendments to the draft are recommended.  Judge Fee seconded the motion.  The 
motion was passed.   
  
6. Future meeting dates.  Committee members agreed to meet again on Friday, July 15, August 
19, and November 18, 2011 from 10:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the Judicial Center.  They also agreed to 
meet in conjunction with the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts Regional Meeting in 
Indianapolis on Oct. 27-29, 2011 in Indianapolis.    

 
Respectfully submitted,    

     
 
 
Jeffrey Bercovitz, Director 

       Juvenile and Family Law 



 
 
 

Domestic Relations Committee 
Judicial Conference of Indiana 

 
Minutes 

July 15, 2011 
 

 The Domestic Relations Committee met at the Indiana Judicial Center from 10:30 a.m. – 
2:25 p.m. on Friday, July 15, 2011.   

 
1. Members present. Craig J. Bobay, Frances G. Hill, Sheryl L. Lynch, Nanette K. 
Raduenz, Frederick A. Schurger, Debbie J. Shook, Richard R. Stalbrink, Dean A. Young and 
William C. Fee, Chair were present  
 
2. Staff present. Jeffrey Bercovitz provided the committee with staff assistance. 
 
3. Guests present. Bob Monday and Stuart Showalter were present.   
 
4. Minutes approved. The minutes for the committee on May 20, 2011 were approved. 
 
5. Parenting Coordination. 
a. Magistrate Bobay reported the Parenting Coordination Subcommittee met and agreed to 
place the draft parenting coordination rules as part of the Parenting Time Guidelines as suggested at 
the Board meeting in June.  Various Board members also suggested permitting a court to appoint a 
parenting coordinator over the objection of the parties.  Magistrate Bobay stated the subcommittee 
revised the Parenting Coordination Guidelines to permit the court to appoint a parenting coordinator 
over the objection of the parties and other changes. 
b. Magistrate Bobay agreed to draft three rules, in a similar manner as child support guidelines, 
which would (1) adopt the parenting time guidelines including provisions about parenting 
coordination, (2) give parenting coordinators immunity, and (3) require parenting coordinators to 
meet educational requirements and pay a registration fee.  The rest of the draft parenting 
coordination rule would be contained as a new portion of the parenting time guidelines.  The 
Domestic Relations Committee agreed to distribute these to committee members for approval of this 
reorganization and suggested this distribution should also go to the ADR committee.   
c. A new public comment period would occur when the parenting time guidelines revisions are 
completed with the new portion added encompassing parenting coordination. 
 
6. Parenting Time Guidelines. 
a. Committee members reviewed the Exchange of Information section.  Commissioner Shook 
and Judge Stalbrink agreed to look at their draft of material on communication to see if it should be 
added to existing draft language in I. A. Communication, parts 1-5. 
b. Judge Fee distributed an article for consideration entitled, “Special Considerations for 
Infants and Toddlers in Separation/Divorce: Developmental Issues in the Family Law Context,” by 
Jennifer E. McIntosh, 6/27/11.    
c. Judge Fee asked committee members to work high conflict information into existing 
commentary and include references to parallel parenting, co-parenting and other solutions in this 
area. 
    
7. Future meeting dates.  Committee members agreed to meet again on Friday, August 19, 
Thursday, October 27, 2011, Thursday and Friday, November 17 and 18, 2011 from 10:30 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m. at the Judicial Center.  The Center could not pay for the overnight.  They also agreed to 



meet in conjunction with the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts Regional Meeting in 
Indianapolis on Oct. 27-29, 2011 in Indianapolis. Members of the committee agreed to hold 
meetings on January 20, February 17, March 16, May 18, July 20 and Aug. 17, 2012 from 10:30 
a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the Judicial Center.   

 
Respectfully submitted,    

     
 
 
Jeffrey Bercovitz, Director 

       Juvenile and Family Law 
 



 
Domestic Relations Committee 
Judicial Conference of Indiana 

 
Minutes 

August 19, 2011 
 

 The Domestic Relations Committee met at the Indiana Judicial Center from 10:30 a.m. – 
3:00 p.m. on Friday, August 19, 2011.   

 
1. Members present. Craig J. Bobay, Karen M. Love, Lynn Murray, Nanette K. Raduenz, 

Frederick A. Schurger, Debbie J. Shook, Dean A. Young and William C. Fee, Chair were 
present  

 
2. Staff present. Jeffrey Bercovitz provided the committee with staff assistance. 
 
3. Guests present. Bob Monday was present.   
 
4. Minutes approved. The minutes for the committee on July 15, 2011 were approved. 
 
5. Parenting Time Guidelines. 
a. Committee members revised the portion of the Parenting Time Guidelines, II, Specific 

Parenting Time Provisions concerning regular parenting time and the phase in of overnights.  
They agreed to continue review of these revisions at the next meeting of the committee. 

b. Members of the committee completed a draft of material on Communication generally and it 
was added to existing draft language in section I. A. 

c. Committee members completed review of Opportunities for Additional Parenting Time 
language revisions in Section I B., including the Shelton case. 

d. Judge Love agreed to look at the issue of year round school schedules and their impact on 
the parenting time guidelines 

e. Judge Fee distributed articles on attachment theory and research from the Family Court 
Review of the Journal of the Association of Family and Conciliation Courts (AFCC), July 
2011.  He asked all committee members to review this handout for the next meeting. 

 
6. AFCC Conference. 

Vicki Davis reported 42 judicial officers had either registered or their registration was 
pending for the AFCC Regional Training Conference at the Hyatt Regency in Indianapolis 
on October 27-29, 2011. 

  
7. Future meeting dates.  Committee members agreed to meet again Thursday and Friday, 

November 17 and 18, 2011 from 10:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the Judicial Center.  The October 
meeting was cancelled.  The Center could not pay for the overnight.  Members of the 
committee agreed to hold meetings on January 20, February 17, March 16, May 18, July 20 
and Aug. 17, 2012 from 10:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the Judicial Center.   

 
Respectfully submitted,    

     
 
 
Jeffrey Bercovitz, Director 

       Juvenile and Family Law 



Domestic Relations Committee 
Judicial Conference of Indiana 

 
Minutes 

November 17-18, 2011 
 

 The Domestic Relations Committee met at the Indiana Judicial Center on Thursday, 
November 17 from 10:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. and on Friday, November 18, 2011 from 9:00 a.m. – 
12:00 Noon.   

 
1. Members present. Craig J. Bobay, Thomas H. Busch, Richard G. D’Amour, Frances G. 

Hill, Karen M. Love, Sheryl. L. Lynch, Lynn Murray, Nanette K. Raduenz (November 18 
only), Frederick A. Schurger, Debbie J. Shook, Richard R. Stalbrink, Dean A. Young and 
William C. Fee, Chair were present  

 
2. Staff present. Jeffrey Bercovitz provided the committee with staff assistance. 
 
3. Minutes approved. The minutes for the committee on August 19, 2011 were approved. 
 
4. New member.  Judge Fee introduced Richard D’Amour as a new member of the committee. 
 
5. Parenting Time Guidelines.  Committee members: 
a. Received miscellaneous comments received from Jan. – Oct., 2011. 
b. Reviewed the holiday parenting time schedule and high conflict cases. 
c. Added a new section on parallel parenting language and a model parallel parenting plan 

order. 
d. Revised Section II, Specific Parenting Time provisions concerning regular parenting time 

and the phase in of overnights.   
e. Agreed and approved the combination of Parenting Coordination and Parallel Parenting into 

the existing Parenting Time Guidelines.  
f. Agreed to permit staff and Judge Fee to make editorial revisions on the revised parenting 

time guidelines. 
g. Recommended the Education Committee have sessions about the revisions at April and 

September 2012 judicial conferences.  Judge Fee thanked the committee for their hard work 
on the guidelines and the joint subcommittee on their work on the parenting coordination 
portion of the guidelines. The draft would be circulated for comments if the ADR committee 
agreed before a joint February 2012 meeting. 

  
6. AFCC Conference. 

Judge Fee reported strong interest at the AFCC Regional Training in Indianapolis on 
October 27-29, 2011 in forming an Indiana chapter of AFCC. 

  
7. Future meeting dates.  Committee members agreed to meet again agreed to hold meetings on 

January 20, February 17, March 16, May 18, July 20 and Aug. 17, 2012 from 10:30 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m. at the Judicial Center.  The February 2012 meeting would be a joint meeting with 
the ADR Committee to approve a final draft.   

 
Respectfully submitted,    

     
 
 
Jeffrey Bercovitz, Director 

       Juvenile and Family Law 
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