
  Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report

UPPAC Database Record ID:  748

Investigation regarding:  Spectra Tech

Damage Date:  10/27/2009

Damage Address:    Maple Ave

Investigator:  William Boyd

Telephone:  (317) 232-2718

Report Date:  12/05/2011

City:  Noblesville

County:  Hamilton

The Parties

Excavator:  Spectra Tech 

Contact:  James Johnson, Partner

Address:  16100 Alisonville Road, Noblesville, In  46060

Telephone:  (317) 770-0300

Facility Owner:  Vectren

Contact:  Darlene Kulhanek, Manager, Facilities Damages

Address:  1 N Main Street, Evansville, IN  47702

Commercial Business

Pipeline Facility

Facility Type:  Natural Gas

Facility Function:  Distribution
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UPPAC Database Record ID:  748

Investigation regarding:  Spectra Tech

Damage Impact

Injuries:  0

Fatalities:  0

Service Interruption:  Yes

Number of Customers Affected:  3

Repair Cost (if known):  $727

Product release:  Yes

Ignition:  No

Excavator Activities

Indiana 811 Locate Request Number:  0910120620

Excavation Equipment:  Backhoe/Trackhoe

Nature of Excavation:  Water

Synopsis:   2" plastic natural gas main damaged during excavation work for water relocation project.  
 

Findings:  Reported by Indiana 811; excavator signed for initial notice on 09/19/2011.  Crew had uncovered 
an abandoned gas main without incident, thought they had the correct main and proceeded with trackhoe.  
Plastic main that was actually in-service was damaged during subsequent work.  A review of the submitted 
documentation revealed that the crew did not realize that the in-service main was plastic.

Conclusion:  In spite of efforts to avoid damaging an energized gas main the excavator failed to maintain 
clearance with mechanized equipment.

Violation:  IC 8-1-26-20(b): Failure to maintain two (2) feet clearance with mechanized equipment.

Spectra Tech has no other damage reports in the record.
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