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Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  Ct Partnership D/b/a Living Water Irrigation 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  3322 
 
Investigator:  Howard Friend 

Report Date:  08/28/2012 

 
Damage Date: 06/21/2012 

Damage Address: 957 Westcreek Drive 

City: Columbus 

County: Bartholomew  

 
The Parties 

Excavator: Ct Partnership D/b/a Living Water Irrigation 

Contact: Chris Ogle 

Address:  2330 Jolmda Court, Columbus, In 47203 

Telephone: 812-350-9275 
 

Facility Owner: Indiana Natural Gas Corporation 

Contact: Phillip Ross 

Address:  1080 W Hospital Road, Paoli, IN  47454 

 
Pipeline Facility 
      Facility Type: Natural Gas 

      Facility Function: Distribution 
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Investigation regarding:  Ct Partnership D/b/a Living Water Irrigation 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  3322 

 
Damage Impact 

Product release: Yes 

Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: True 

Number of Customers Affected: 1  

Injuries: 0 

Fatalities: 0 

Repair Cost (if known): $403 

 
Excavator Activities/Cause of damage information: 

Excavator request locates: Yes Indiana 811 ticket Number:  12052225666 

Type of Equipment: Trencher 

Type of work performed: Irrigation 
 
 
Synopsis:  A natural gas service was damaged during excavation to install irrigation. 
 
Findings:   Reported by Indiana Natural Gas Corporation; excavator has not responded to initial 
notice that was mailed 07/13/2012.  Excavator was installing irrigation piping with a plow on an 
expired locate ticket. 
 
Conclusion:  Excavator failed to call to extend the original ticket prior to beginning work. 

Violation: IC 8-1-26-16(g): Failure to provide notice of excavation. 
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Jul 10, 2012

Phil Ross - Indiana Natural Gas

1080 W Hospital Road

Paoli, IN 47454

812-723-2151

812-723-2188

phil_r@indiananatural.com

Chris Ogie - CT Partnership d/b/a Living Water Irrigation

2330 Jolmda Court

Columbus, IN 47203

812-350-9275

Contractor

Trencher

Irrigation
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Jun 21, 2012

Bartholomew

Columbus

957 Westcreek Drive, Columbus, IN 47201

Goeller Road

Private Easement

Yes

No

No

Yes

1

1.5

0

0

403.17

Natural Gas

Distribution

12

Yes

12052225666-00A - EXPIRED
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Utility Owner
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Paint and Flags
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--Failure to maintain clearance

Line that was hit was a new 3/4" gas service line to a new home in rural Columbus. The yard had been graded in the area

where the line was hit, after gas line installation, removing about 6" of the 18" of original cover, leaving 12" of cover on the

line at the time the line was hit. Line was equipped with an excess flow valve (XSFV) downstream of the tap on the

distribution main.

Locate was called in for property on 5/22/2012.

ING responded and marked the line correctly on 5/24/2012 (Truck 74).

Locate Ticket Expired.

on 6/21/2012 Excavator proceeded to use a vibratory plow to cross the 3/4" gas service line despite flags and paint.

No spotting was done.

Tip of vibratory plow cut the top out of the 3/4" PE service line and severed the tracer wire.

XSFV tripped off, rendering situation "safe".

Excavator contacted ING who responded, repaired service line, spliced tracer wire, and made necessary checks to verify line

integrity before restoring the home's gas service.

Excavator was working under an expired locate ticket. MAO 7/10/2012.
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