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Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  Harold Lockart 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  3253 
 
Investigator:  Howard Friend 

Report Date:  08/27/2012 

 
Damage Date: 06/13/2012 

Damage Address: 1024 Chestnut 

City: Columbus 

County: Bartholomew  

 
The Parties 

Excavator: Harold Lockart 
Contact: Harold Lockart 

Address:  1024 Chestnut, Columbus, In.    47201 

Telephone: 812-376-8652 
 

Facility Owner: Vectren 

Contact: Darlene Kulhanek 

Address:  1 N Main Street, Evansville, IN  47702 

 
Pipeline Facility 
      Facility Type: Natural Gas 

      Facility Function: Service/Drop 
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Investigation regarding:  Harold Lockart 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  3253 

 
Damage Impact 

Product release: Yes 

Ignition:  Yes 

Service Interruption: True 

Number of Customers Affected: 2  

Injuries: 1 

Fatalities: 0 

Repair Cost (if known): $20924 

 
Excavator Activities/Cause of damage information: 

Excavator request locates: No Indiana 811 ticket Number:   

Type of Equipment: Auger 

Type of work performed: Fencing 
 
 
Synopsis:  A one inch plastic gas service was damaged during excavation to install a fence.  
 
Findings:   Reported by Vectren Corporation; excavator has not submitted a response to initial 
notice that was mailed on 07/13/2012.   Homeowner had rented an auger to install fence posts 
and struck the gas service without a request to locate underground utilities.  Escaping gas did 
ignite, causing homeowner to suffer burns on his arms, but refused treatment according to the 
fire department. 
 
Conclusion:  Homeowner failed to request that underground utilities be located and marked 
prior to beginning work. 

Violation: IC 8-1-26-16(g): Failure to provide notice of excavation. 
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mmcmanigell@vectren.com

Harold Lockart
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Auger
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--Facility was not located or marked

Per the fire department, the damaging party did receive burns on his arm. He has apparently left the scene initially but was

found later. He was renting an auger to set fence posts. He has minor burns and has refused treatment. There were no

locates requested. There is approximately $20K in fire damage.
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--Facility was not located or marked

Per the fire department, the damaging party did receive burns on his arm. He has apparently left the scene initially but was

found later. He was renting an auger to set fence posts. He has minor burns and has refused treatment. There were no

locates requested. There is approximately $20K in fire damage.
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