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Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  Able Excavating And Landscaping 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  3250 
 
Investigator:  Howard Friend 

Report Date:  8/13/2012 

 
Damage Date: 6/25/2012 

Damage Address: 956 Heck Dr 

City: Lawrenceburg 

County: Dearborn  

 
The Parties 

Excavator: Able Excavating And Landscaping 

Contact: Dennis Rorabacher 

Address:  5027 Kaiser Dr., Lawrenceburg, In 47025 

Telephone: 812-487-2554 
 

Facility Owner: Sycamore Gas Company 

Contact: John Stenger, PE 

Address:  1155 E Eads Parkway, Greendale, IN  47025 

 
Pipeline Facility 
      Facility Type: Natural Gas 

      Facility Function: Distribution 
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Investigation regarding:  Able Excavating And Landscaping 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  3250 

 
Damage Impact 

Product release: Yes 

Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: False 

Number of Customers Affected: 0  

Injuries: 0 

Fatalities: 0 

Repair Cost (if known): $ 

 
Excavator Activities/Cause of damage information: 

Excavator request locates: Yes Indiana 811 ticket Number:  1206131073 

Type of Equipment: Hand Tools 

Type of work performed: Grading 
 
 
Synopsis:  A natural gas main was damaged during excavation for grading. 
 
Findings:   Reported by Aaron Lambert (Sycamore Gas); excavator did not respond to initial 
notice mailed July 13, 2012.  The excavator had a valid locate request however; they removed 
12” to 20” of soil eliminating all locate markings. The damage occurred while they used an ax to 
cut tree roots encompassing the gas line. 
 
Conclusion:  There was a failure to plan excavation to avoid damage or interference with 
underground facilities. 
 

Violation: IC 8-1-26-20(b): Failure to plan excavation to avoid damage or 
interference with underground facilities; Failure to maintain two (2) feet clearance with 
mechanized equipment. 
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Jun 26, 2012

Aaron Lambert (Sycamore Gas)

1155 E. Eads Pkwy

Greendale, IN 47025

812-537-1921

812-537-3731

alambert@sycamoregas.com

Able Excavating and Landscaping

5027 Kaiser Dr.

Lawrenceburg, IN 47025

812-487-2554

Contractor

Hand Tools

Grading
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Jun 25, 2012

Dearborn

Lawrenceburg

956 Heck Dr

Parkside Ave

Public - Other

Yes

No

No

Yes

1

1

Natural Gas

Service/Drop

2

Yes

1206131073
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Yes

Utility Owner

No

Yes

Paint and Flags

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

No

--Failure to verify location by test-hole (pot-holing)

No locate markings were visible due to grading the property. The excavator removed approx. 12 to 20 inches of soil,

therefore causing the service to be only 2 inches below grade. Contractor was using a hand ax to cut tree roots when striking

the gas service. Our locator explained to excavator a few weeks prior, to expose the gas line before cutting any roots and to

call to schedule the service to be lowered before excavating the soil. It appeared that the excavator did not comply with

those suggestions.
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