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Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  Ellis Tents & Events - Attn: Keith Griewe 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  3087 
 
Investigator:  Rich Medcalf 

Report Date:  8/24/2012 

 
Damage Date: 6/11/2012 

Damage Address: West Washington Street 

City: Orleans 

County: Orange  

 
The Parties 

Excavator: Ellis Tents & Events - Attn: Keith Griewe 

Contact: Kieth Griewe 

Address:  2300 North 250 West, Greensburg, In 47240 

Telephone: 812-378-4440 
 

Facility Owner: Indiana Natural Gas Corporation 

Contact: Phillip Ross 

Address:  1080 W Hospital Road, Paoli, IN  47454 

 
Pipeline Facility 
      Facility Type: Natural Gas 

      Facility Function: Distribution 
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Investigation regarding:  Ellis Tents & Events - Attn: Keith Griewe 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  3087 

 
Damage Impact 

Product release: Yes 

Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: True 

Number of Customers Affected: 1  

Injuries: 0 

Fatalities: 0 

Repair Cost (if known): $806 

 
Excavator Activities/Cause of damage information: 

Excavator request locates: No Indiana 811 ticket Number:  No locate requested 

Type of Equipment: Hand Tools 

Type of work performed: Unknown/Other 
 
 
Synopsis:  A ¾” natural gas service was damaged during excavation that involved driving stakes 
to secure a tent. 
 
Findings:   Reported by Phil Ross - Indiana Natural Gas Corporation; excavator did not respond 
to initial notice mailed July 13, 2012.  Excavator failed to provide a notice to Indiana 811 prior to 
excavation which includes driving stakes. 
 
Conclusion:  There was a failure to provide notice of excavation. 

Violation: IC 8-1-26-16(g): Failure to provide notice of excavation. 
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Jun 18, 2012

Phil Ross - Indiana Natural Gas Corporation

1080 W Hospital Road

Paoli, IN 47454

812-723-2151

812-723-2188

phil_r@indiananatural.com

Ellis Tents & Events - Attn: Keith Griewe

2300 North 250 West

Greensburg, IN 47240

812-378-4440

Contractor

Hand Tools

Unknown/Other
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Jun 11, 2012

Orange

Orleans

West Washington Street, Orleans, IN 47452

Maple St (aka SR37)

Public - Other

Yes

No

No

Yes

1

0

0

806.32

Natural Gas

Distribution

28

No

No locate requested
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Utility Owner

No

Unknown/Other

No

No

Unknown/Other

Yes

--No notification made to the one-call center

Ellis Tents & Events erected a festival tent at Congress Square (the Orleans town Park) for a music festival the weekend of

June 9/10 2012.

The tent was secured with 3-foot long tent stakes, driven in by hand with a sledgehammer, without utility locates.

One of the stakes punctured the top of a 3/4" PE Gas service line serving the town park.

Upon removing the stake on 6-11-12, workers noticed gas blowing out of the tent stake hole.

ING service personnel were notified by Orange County 911 Dispatch and responded, made the situation safe, called in for

locates and repaired the service line.

IC 8-1-26-16(g) Failure to provide notice of excavation. MAO 6/19/2012.
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