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Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  Buttz Excavating, Inc 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  787 
 
Investigator:  William Boyd 

Report Date:  05/09/2012 

 
Damage Date: 11/23/2009 

Damage Address: 13009  Ambergate Dr 

City: Fishers 

County: Hamilton  

 
The Parties 

Excavator: Buttz Excavating, Inc 

Contact: Douglas G Buttz, Owner 

Address:  12484 East 156th Street, Noblesville, In  46060 

Telephone: (317) 770-0168 
 

Facility Owner: Vectren 

Contact: Darlene Kulhanek 

Address:  1 N Main Street, Evansville, IN  47702 

 
Pipeline Facility 
      Facility Type: Natural Gas 

      Facility Function: Distribution 
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Investigation regarding:  Buttz Excavating, Inc 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  787 

 
Damage Impact 

Product release: Yes 

Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: False 

Number of Customers Affected: 0  

Injuries: 0 

Fatalities: 0 

Repair Cost (if known): $1050 

 
Excavator Activities/Cause of damage information: 

Excavator request locates: Yes Indiana 811 ticket Number:  0911170177 

Type of Equipment: Backhoe/Trackhoe 

Type of work performed: Water 
 
 
Synopsis:  Damage to a natural gas main occurred during excavation to install a water line.   
 
Findings:   Reported by Indiana 811; excavator’s response to initial notice was received on 
02/06/2012.  Excavator reports that they successfully exposed the main but still damaged it with 
the backhoe bucket while digging between the gas main and other buried utilities, namely 
electric and telecommunication. 
 
Conclusion:  Excavator failed to maintain the required clearance with mechanized equipment. 

Violation: IC 8-1-26-20(b): Failure to maintain two (2) feet clearance with mechanized 
equipment. 

 
Buttz Excavating, Inc currently has 5reports of damages in the record, between 07/28/2009 
11:10:43 AM and 09/07/2010 8:54:19 AM. 
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