
 

 

 

 

 

Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  Davis H Elliot Electrical Contractor 

UPPAC Database Record ID:  4950 

Report Date:  8/2/2013         Investigator:  Mike Orr 

Damage Date: 6/19/2013 11:08:05 AM Damage Address: 2916  Oak Hill Rd, Center, Vanderburgh  

 

The Parties 

Excavator: Davis H Elliot Electrical Contractor 

Address: 673 Blue Sky Parkway, Lexington, KY 40509 

Facility Owner: Vectren 

 

Pipeline Facility 

      Facility Type: Natural Gas    Facility Function: Service/Drop 

 Type of Equipment: Backhoe/Trackhoe Type of Work Performed: Electric 

 

Damage Impact 

Product Release: Yes Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: True Number of Customers Affected: 1  

Injuries: 0 Fatalities: 0 Repair Cost (if known): $462 

 

Excavator Activities/Cause of Damage Information: 

Excavator Request Locates: Yes Indiana 811 Ticket Number:  1306122723  Original Start Date: 

6/14/2013 

Locate Instructions: ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE PROPERTY  --  LOCATE A 50 FOOT RADIUS AROUND 

STAKE WITH RED RIBBON  AND WHITE PAINT 

Follow-Up Locate Instructions (if applicable):  

 

Synopsis:  Excavator struck and damaged an underground natural gas service while performing electric work. 

 

Findings:   Reported by Indiana 811; excavator’s response to initial notice was received on 7/24/2013.  The excavator had a 

valid locate ticket and the gas operator provided accurate locate markings; however, mechanized equipment was used within 

the tolerance zone damaging the facility. 

 

Conclusion:  There was a failure to use hand tools. 

Violation: IC 8-1-26-20(a)(2) Failure to maintain two (2) feet clearance with mechanized equipment. 

 









































 Case Number 
 

  4950   

Date of Damage 
 

6-19-2013  

 
Event Summary 

 
 
Davis H Elliot Foreman called Indiana 811 for a Locate (Compliance attachment) on 
6/12/13 in order to replace an electric pole for Vectren which involved splicing into an 
underground house service.  The Gas Company (Vectren) marked the line in yellow and 
we began our work on 6/18/13.  The distance between the marks along the path of the gas 
line was approximately 15 feet apart.  Our crew tried to line the marks up to determine 
the Gas Service line but was hampered by a sign (shown in attached photographs).  The 
pole was successful installed with no excavation problems.  While attempting to relocate 
the underground electric service to the house at 2916 Oak Hill Rd, we exposed and 
nicked a plastic yellow service gas line.  We stopped work immediately, contacted 
Indiana 811 (damage ticket attached), and contacted Vectren.  They immediately came 
out and replaced a section of the plastic service line.  The line was located approximately 
18 inches from where the marks would have been placed had we been able to line the 
marks up between the two marks approximately 15 feet apart.  We decided not to 
challenge as an inadequate locate and took the opportunity to coach our employees rather 
than try to determine where the marks should be; call the utility and request they be 
present during excavation.  The repair cost was less than $500.00. 
 
This situation did prompt us to question the experts at Indiana 811 to get an 
understanding of the Marking Standards and the requirement on distance between 
location marks.  There is no standard according their response (see Exhibit B). 
 
Should you need any additional information, don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Brian Sarrett 
 
Brian Sarrett 
Vice President 
Davis H Elliot Company, Inc. 
673 Blue Sky Parkway 
Lexington, KY 40509 
 
859-361-9954 
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Exhibit “B” 
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Case Number   4950   
 

Date of Damage 6-19-2013  
 

Original Indiana 811 Locate Ticket 

 



Case Number   4950   
 

Date of Damage 6-19-2013  
 

Damage Indiana 811 Notification Ticket 
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