
 

 

 

 

 

Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  Dean Short 

UPPAC Database Record ID:  4694 

Report Date:  9/17/2013         Investigator:  Mike Orr 

Damage Date: 1/29/2013 Damage Address: 405 E Montgomery St., Owensville, Gibson  

 

The Parties 

Excavator: Dean Short 

Address:  108 W Brummitt, Owensville, In 47665 

Facility Owner: Community Natural Gas, Inc. 

 

Pipeline Facility 

      Facility Type: Natural Gas    Facility Function: Service/Drop 

 Type of Equipment: Backhoe/Trackhoe Type of Work Performed: Sewer 

 

Damage Impact 

Product Release: Yes Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: True Number of Customers Affected: 1  

Injuries: 0 Fatalities: 0 Repair Cost (if known): $375 

 

Excavator Activities/Cause of Damage Information: 

Excavator Request Locates: No Indiana 811 Ticket Number:    Original Start Date:  

Locate Instructions:  

Follow-Up Locate Instructions (if applicable):  

 

Synopsis:  Excavator struck and damaged an underground natural gas service while performing sewer work. 

 

Findings:   Reported by Todd Kennedy (Community Natural Gas); excavator’s response to initial notice was received on 

7/22/2013.  The excavator called the gas operator directly for facility locate markings without providing notice of excavation 

to the association (IN811). 

  

Conclusion:  There was a failure to provide notice of excavation. 

Violation: IC 8-1-26-16(g) Failure to provide notice of excavation. 
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Feb 21, 2013

Todd Kennedy (Community Natural Gas)

116 N Main St.

Owensville, IN 47665

(812) 729-7905

(812) 729-7907

tekennedy@yahoo.com

Dean Short

108 W Brummitt

Owensville, IN 47665

(812) 724-4151

Contractor

Backhoe/Trackhoe

Sewer (Sanitary/Storm)
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Jan 29, 2013

Gibson

Owensville

405 E Montgomery St.

Scott St.

Public - City Street

Yes

No

No

No

2

0

0

375

Natural Gas

Service/Drop

18

No
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Utility Owner

Yes

Yes

Paint and Flags

No

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

No

--No notification made to the one-call center

Narrative of Todd Kennedy: On Monday Jan 27, 2013 around 3:15 pm, I (Todd Kennedy) received a call from David Jullian, a

town employee for the town of Owensville saying that their sewer augur was stuck in a sewer line at the west end of the

driveway at 405 E Montgomery St. Owensville. Knowing Community Natural Gas has a gas main on the south side of

Montgomery , they asked if I would locate the main. I told him he needed to call 811 (locate) before digging. But since I

would be out of town the next few days, I would mark the main with paint and flags but there was service lines on the east

side of the drive at the above address and west side of the telephone pole. He said they would be digging at the west end of

the drive way to a telephone pole next to the drive and not going near the service lines. There was no interruption when

service line was cut because the service feed was to a empty house. The house has been vacant for 2 months and is for sale.

Narrative of Don Kieffer: I, Donald Kieffer, visited the site of this excavation and told the crew the importance of calling 811

before they dig. They assured me that they would call in the future.
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INFORMATION REQUEST 
State Form 54909 (R / 3-13) 

INDIANA UTILITY REGULATORY COMMISSION – PIPELINE SAFETY DIVISION 

!

Case Number: ________________________

Date of Damage (month, day, year):  ______________________ 

Location of Damage: 

Address (number and street):  ____________________________________________________________ 

City, State and ZIP Code:  _______________________________________________________________   

Nearest Intersection:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Excavator Information: 

Business Name:  _______________________________________________________________________

Responsible Party Personal Name:  ________________________________________________________ 

Title (if any):  _________________________________________________________________________ 

Address (number and street):_____________________________________________________________ 

City, State and ZIP Code:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Preferred Telephone Number (area code):  __________________________________________________  

Email Address:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Utility Information: 

Utility Name:  _________________________________________________________________________

Contact Person:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Title (if any):  _________________________________________________________________________ 

4694

01/29/2013

405 E. Montgomery Street

Owensville, IN 47665

Montgomery and First

Town of Owensville

Dean Short

Supervisor

108 W. Brummitt Street, P.O. Box 442

Owensville, IN 47665

812-724-4151

owensvillect@sit-co.net

Town of Owensville Water Department

Dean Short

Supervisor
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Cause of Damage Information 

Type of Equipment (select one):

Type of Work Performed (select one):

Repair Cost: $ ________________________________________________________________________ 

Did a leak result from damage:   Yes   No 

Was there ignition:    Yes   No 

Excavator Notify 911 due to leak:  Yes   No 

Excavator Notify 811 upon damage:  Yes   No 

Excavator Notify Utility upon Damage:  Yes   No 

Locate Information 

Excavator Request Locate:       Yes   No 

Indiana 811 Locate Ticket Number:  ___________________________ 

Locate Marks Visible:        Yes   No 

Locate Marks Correct:        Yes   No 

Excavator “White Lined”:       Yes   No 

Was Locate Provided within Two (2) Working Days:    Yes   No 

Utility Employees On-site during Excavation:     Yes   No 

Incident Information: 

Fire Department Response:    Yes   No 

Police Department Response:   Yes   No 

Ambulance Response:     Yes   No 

No charges were extended to the Town

No 811 call - see addtn'l info

Backhoe/Trackhoe

Sewer (Sanitary/Storm)
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Additional Information / Comments 

Printed Name:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Signature:  __________________________________________ Date (month, day, year):  ___________ 

*If submitting this form electronically, typing your name in the signature box will act as an electronic signature.

Please return completed form to: 

PipelineDamageCase@urc.in.gov

Or mail to: 

Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission 

Pipeline Safety Division - Case Number ______ 

101 West Washington Street, 1500E 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Or fax to: 

317-233-2410

LOCATE INFORMATION: Community Natural Gas Co., Inc. was contacted to do a located rather than calling the 811

number.

On 1/29/213, I, Dean Short, excavator and supervisor for the Town of Owensville called Community Natural Gas, Inc. in

order to locate an area in which the Town was excavating. The operator for Community Natural Gas responded and

marked the main line for the gas company. However, the operator failed to mark the 1/2" service line in the same area.

The 1/2" service line is the line that the Town of Owensville inadvertently hit. The Town of Owensville and the Gas Co.

have always had an understanding that when one needed a located, a call was made and the locate was completed. As

times have changed, we now understand that this procedure will no longer be accepted and we must fall into the same

rules as all locates in order for the documentation and chain of command.

If you have any additional questions, I would be happy to try to answer the questions, please contact me at the listed

phone number.

07/22/2013

Dean Short
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