
 

 

 

 

 

Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  Art Bunt Homes Inc 

UPPAC Database Record ID:  4511 

Report Date:  4/25/2013 Investigator:  William Boyd 

Damage Date: 11/5/2012 Damage Address: 8207 Quincy Dr, Fort Wayne, Allen  

 

The Parties 

Excavator: Art Bunt Homes Inc 

Address:  Po Box 100, Leo, In 46765 

Facility Owner: NIPSCO 

 

Pipeline Facility 

      Facility Type: Natural Gas   Facility Function: Service/Drop 

 Type of Equipment: Backhoe/Trackhoe Type of Work Performed: Construction 

 

Damage Impact 

Product Release: Yes Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: True Number of Customers Affected: 1  

Injuries: 0 Fatalities: 0 Repair Cost (if known): $452.18 

 

Excavator Activities/Cause of Damage Information: 

Excavator Request Locates: Yes Indiana 811 Ticket Number:  1211030083  Original Start Date:  

Locate Instructions:  

Follow-Up Locate Instructions (if applicable):  

 

Synopsis:  A natural gas service drop was damaged during excavation related to home construction. 

 

Findings:   Reported by Carrie Ludwig (NIPSCo); excavator’s response to initial notice was received on 4/16/2013.  The 

excavator did not wait the required 2 working days before beginning excavation.  Damage occurred on November 5 and 

locate ticket was not good until November 8. The excavator also failed to notify Indiana 811 and 911 upon the release of 

natural gas due to the pipeline damage. 

 

Conclusion:  The excavator failed to provide adequate notice of excavation. 

Violation: 8-1-26-16(g)(prior) Failure to provide notice of excavation - damage occurred prior to two 

working days from request date. 
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Mar 1, 2013

Carrie Ludwig (NIPSCo)

3511 East 15th Avenue

Gary, IN 46403

219-962-0422

219-962-0404

cludwig@nisource.com

Art Bunt Homes Inc

PO Box 100

Leo, IN 46765

260-740-8001

Contractor

Backhoe/Trackhoe

Bldg. Construction
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Nov 5, 2012

Allen

Fort Wayne

8207 Quincy Dr

Potomac Dr

Private - Land Owner

Yes

No

No

0

Yes

1

3.5

Natural Gas

Service/Drop

16

Yes

1211030083-not good at time of damage
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Yes

Contract Locator

USIC

Yes

Yes

Paint

No

Unknown/Other

Yes

No

Yes

No

Unknown/Other

--No notification made to the one-call center

Excavator hit accurately marked facility.

Excavator dig ticket not good until 11/8/12.
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