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Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding: Hartford City Department of Public Works 

UPPAC Database Record ID: 4479 

 

Investigator: Grant Gray 

Report Date: 5/3/13 

 

The Parties 

Excavator: Hartford City D.P.W. 

Contact: Eli Coulter 

Address (City, State): 700 North Walnut, Hartford City, IN 47348 

Telephone: 765-348-3363 

 

Facility Owner Information:  

Business Name: Vectren 

 

 

Synopsis:  A natural gas service drop was damaged during excavation related to sewer work. 

 

Findings: The excavator used hand tools to expose one gas line within 2 feet of the locates.  

However, the excavator then used the backhoe and hit a second gas service line also within 2 feet 

of the locates.  The first line (hand exposed) was an abandoned line and the excavator assumed 

there would be no other facilities in the excavation area. 

 

Conclusion: The excavator failed to maintain 2 feet of clearance with mechanized equipment. 

 

Violation: IC 8-1-26-20(b): Failure to maintain 2 feet of clearance with mechanized equipment. 
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