
 

 

 

 

 

Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  City Of Bloomington Utilities 

UPPAC Database Record ID:  4478 

Report Date:  7/18/2013         Investigator:  William Boyd 

Damage Date: 2/13/2013 1:41:39 PM Damage Address: 1633 W. 8th St., Bloomington, Monroe  

 

The Parties 

Excavator: City Of Bloomington Utilities 

Address:  600 East Miller Drive, Bloomington, In  47402 

Facility Owner: Vectren 

 

Pipeline Facility 

      Facility Type: Natural Gas    Facility Function: Service/Drop 

 Type of Equipment: Backhoe/Trackhoe Type of Work Performed: Water 

 

Damage Impact 

Product Release: Yes Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: True Number of Customers Affected: 1  

Injuries: 0 Fatalities: 0 Repair Cost (if known): $1267.00 

 

Excavator Activities/Cause of Damage Information: 

Excavator Request Locates: Yes Indiana 811 Ticket Number:  1302040645  Original Start Date: 

2/14/2013 

Locate Instructions: FRONT OF THE PROPERTY  LOCATE A 30 FEET RADIUS OF THE FIRE HYDRANT -- 

ROUTE IS MARKED 

Follow-Up Locate Instructions (if applicable):  

Synopsis:  Excavator struck and damaged an underground natural gas service while performing water work. 

Findings:   Reported by Indiana 811; excavator’s response to initial notice was received on 4/2/2013.  Excavator does not 

adequately respond to the damage incident.  Excavator indicates  uncovering an abandoned 6 inch main and called 

gas operator to verify line is abandoned.  Excavator photos indicate the address as 2719 E. St. Rd 45.  The damage 

occurred at 1633 E. 8th St.  The excavator claims the incident occurred on 2/20; but, Vectren indicates it happened 

on 2/13.  Vectren’s response indicates the line was cut by a backhoe and the locates were accurate.  Vectren also 

has pictures of the incident indicating accurate locates and the use of mechanical equipment. 

Conclusion:  The excavator failed to maintain adequate clearance with mechanized equipment. 

 

Violation: IC 8-1-26-20(a)(2) Failure to maintain two (2) feet clearance with mechanized equipment. 
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Woods, Janea

From: Tom Axsom [axsomt@bloomington.in.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, April 02, 2013 10:05 AM
To: IURC PipelineDamageCase
Subject: Case # 4478
Attachments: Unmarked gas main at 2719 E. St. Rd. 45 001.png; Unmarked gas main at 2719 E. St. Rd. 45

002.png; Unmarked gas main at 2719 E. St. Rd. 45 004.png

Mr. Boyd, 
  
I am responding to case #4478. On 2/20/13 The City of Bloomington Utilities started repair work on a fire 
hydrant that was struck by a car. We called in our locate request on 2/12/13. The area was flagged OK by all 
utilities. We started our repair and uncovered an unmarked 6" gas main. We did not damage the main. At that 
time we called in a second notice, Vectren arrived at the job site and determined the main to be dead. I have 
attached pictures of the job site. 
Please feel free to contact me if there are more Questions. 
 
--  
Tom Axsom 
Assistant Director 
City Of Bloomington Utilities T&D 
Office (812) 349-3637 
Cell    (812) 327-0802  
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