
 

 

 

 

 

Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  Gariup Construction Company, Inc 

UPPAC Database Record ID:  4402 

Report Date:  3/26/2013 Investigator:  Howard Friend 

Damage Date: 11/7/2012 Damage Address: Rt 30 & Horse Prairie Ave, Valparaiso, Porter  

 

The Parties 

Excavator: Gariup Construction Company, Inc 

Address:  3965 Harrison, Gary, In 46401 

Facility Owner: NIPSCO 

 

Pipeline Facility 

      Facility Type: Natural Gas   Facility Function: Distribution 

 Type of Equipment: Backhoe/Trackhoe Type of Work Performed: Drainage 

 

Damage Impact 

Product Release: Yes Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: False Number of Customers Affected: 0  

Injuries: 0 Fatalities: 0 Repair Cost (if known): $ 

 

Excavator Activities/Cause of Damage Information: 

Excavator Request Locates: Yes Indiana 811 Ticket Number:  1210172345 - EXPIRED  Original Start 

Date:  

Locate Instructions:  

Follow-Up Locate Instructions (if applicable):  

 

Synopsis:  A steel gas main was damaged during excavation for road work. 

 

Findings:   Reported by Steve Noffsinger  (NIPSCo); excavator’s response to initial notice was received on 3/13/2013.  The 

excavator reports that the gas line should have been out of the way of excavation and they did not damage the facility. They 

report the damage was a crack in the pipe due to excessive heat from a welding operation completed by the operator. The 

operator reports they found backhoe tooth marks on the facility and that is what caused the crack in the pipe. 

 

Conclusion:  The excavator was digging with expired locates by one (1) day when they damaged the pipe. 

Violation: 8-1-26-16(g)(expire) Failure to provide notice of excavation - expired ticket. 
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IURC INFORMATION REQUEST 

Pipeline Safety Division Case No. 4402 
Date of Event 11/7/2012 
Event Location Rt 30 & Horse Prairie Ave 
Event City Valparaiso 
Facility Owner Northern Indiana Public Service Company 
Excavator Gariup Construction 
Date of IURC Information Request 2/13/2013 

THE PARTIES 
EXCAVATOR: 

BUSINESS NAME Gariup Construction 
RESPONSIBLE PARTY PERSONAL NAME John Kucik 
TITLE (IF ANY)  
ADDRESS 3965 Harrison 
CITY/ STATE/ZIP Gary, IN 46401 
PREFERRED TELEPHONE 219-545-7160 
CELL PHONE TELEPHONE  
EMAIL ADDRESS  

FACILITY INFORMATION - OWNER/OPERATOR OF UTILITY LINE: 
BUSINESS NAME NORTHERN INDIANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY 
RESPONSIBLE PARTY PERSONAL NAME LUKE SELKING 
TITLE  
ADDRESS 1501 HALE AVENUE 
CITY/STATE/ZIP FORT WAYNE, IN  46802 
PREFERRED TELEPHONE 260/439-1290 
SECONDARY TELEPHONE  
EMAIL ADDRESS LSELKING@NISOURCE.COM 

LOCATOR SERVICE INFORMATION 
BUSINESS NAME USIC 
RESPONSIBLE PARTY PERSONAL NAME Morgan Thompson 
TITLE (IF ANY) Claims Coordinator 
ADDRESS 9045 N. River Rd. Suite 300 
CITY/ STATE/ZIP Indianapolis, IN 46240 
PREFERRED TELEPHONE 1-317-538-7301 
CELL PHONE TELEPHONE 1-317-538-7301 
EMAIL ADDRESS morganthompson@usicinc.com 

OTHER (WITNESS, POLICE, FIRE, OTHER) INFORMATION 
PERSONAL CONTACT  
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME  



 

 

TITLE (IF ANY)  
ADDRESS  
CITY/ STATE/ZIP  
PREFERRED TELEPHONE  
CELL PHONE TELEPHONE  
EMAIL ADDRESS  

UTILITY LINE IMPACT 
LOCATION OF DAMAGE 

ADDRESS Rt 30 
CITY/STATE/ZIP Valparaiso, IN 46385 
NEAREST INTERSECTION Horse Prairie Ave 

PRODUCT TYPE (Select One) 
NATURAL GAS X 
LIQUID PIPELINE  
UNKNOWN/OTHER  

FACILITY TYPE (Select One) 
DISTRIBUTION X 
GATHERING  
SERVICE/DROP  
TRANSMISSION  
UNKNOWN/OTHER  
   
SIZE (DIAMETER/ETC.) 8 
PRESSURE (PSIG/INCHES)  
INTERRUPTION IN SERVICE (YES/NO) NO 
NUMBER OF CUSTOMERS AFFECTED 0 
EVACUATION (YES/NO) NO 
IF YES, HOW MANY EVACUATED 0 
REPAIR COST (IF KNOWN) ($)  
   

CAUSE OF DAMAGE INFORMATION: 
TYPE OF EQUIPMENT (Select One) 

Auger  
Backhoe/Trackhoe X 
Boring/Drilling  
Directional Drilling  
Explosives  
Farm Equipment  
Grader/Scrapper  
Hand Tools  
Milling Equipment  



 

 

Probing Device  
Trencher  
Vacuum Equipment  
Unknown/Other  

TYPE OF WORK PERFORMED (Select One) 
Agriculture  
Cable TV  
Curb/Sidewalk  
Bldg. Construction  
Bldg. Demolition  
Drainage X 
Driveway  
Electric  
Engineering/Surveying  
Fencing  
Grading  
Irrigation  
Landscaping  
Liquid Pipeline  
Milling  
Natural Gas  
Pole  
Public Transit Authority  
Railroad Maintenance  
Road Work  
Sewer (Sanitary/Storm)  
Site Development  
Steam  
Storm Drain/Culvert  
Street Light  
Telecommunications  
Traffic Signal  
Traffic Sign  
Water  
Waterway Improvement  
Unknown/Other  
   
RELEASE OF PRODUCT (YES/NO) YES 
IGNITION AND/OR FIRE (YES/NO) NO 
EXCAVATOR NOTIFY 811 (YES/NO) NO 

LOCATE INFORMATION: 



 

 

EXCAVATOR REQUEST LOCATE (YES/NO) NO 
INDIANA 811 LOCATE TICKET NUMBER N/A 
LOCATE MARKS VISIBLE (YES/NO) NO 
LOCATE MARKS CORRECT (YES/NO) NO 
EXCAVATOR "WHITE LINED" (YES/NO) NO 
MAPS USED TO MARK FACILITIES 
(YES/NO) NO 
OPERATOR EMPLOYEES ON-SITE DURING 
EXCAVATION (YES/NO) NO 

INCIDENT IMPACT INFORMATION 
NUMBER OF OUTPATIENT TREATED 0 
NUMBER OF INPATIENT TREATED 0 
NUMBER OF FATALITIES 0 
FIRE DEPARTMENT RESPONSE (YES/NO)  
POLICE DEPARTMENT RESPONSE 
(YES/NO  
AMBULANCE RESPONSE (YES/NO)  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION/COMMENTS 
No notification made to the one-call center. 
Digging on expired ticket 1210172345. 
NIPSCO Emergency Repair Ticket# 1211071463 
 
 
 
 
 







Facility: Distribution Lines; Folder: N/A; Assigned To: USIC

NIPSCO 00455 IUPPSa 11/07/2012 11:38:58 1211071463-00A EMER NEW  STRT 

 

EMERGENCY SEE REMARKS  

 

Ticket : 1211071463 Date: 11/07/2012 Time: 11:35 Oper: SPOPE Chan:044 

 

State: IN Cnty: PORTER Twp: CENTER 

Cityname: VALPARAISO  Inside: Y Near: N 

Subdivision: 

 

Address :  

Street  : US RT 30 

Cross 1 : HORSE PRAIRIE AVE   Within 1/4 mile: Y 

Location: LOCATE 200FT RADIUS OF INTERSECTION 

: 

Grids   : 4127B8703A   4127B8704D   

Boundary: n 41.460457    s 41.459175    w -87.067993    e -87.066505 

 

Work type : REPAIR GAS LINE 

Done for  : NIPSCO 

Start date: 11/07/2012  Time: 11:37  Hours notice: 0/0  Priority: EMER 

Ug/Oh/Both: U  Blasting: N  Boring: N  Railroad: N  Emergency: Y 

Duration  : 1 DAY         Depth: 6 FEET 

 

Company : NIPSCO  Type: MEMB 

Co addr : 801 EAST 86TH AVENUE 

City    : MERRILLVILLE State: IN Zip: 46410 

Caller  : TANECIA GHOLSTON Phone: (800)322-2806 

Contact : RICK SMITH--CELL Phone: 

BestTime:  

Mobile  : (219)252-4057 

 

Remarks : All tickets are taken and processed on Eastern Daylight Time 

CREW EN ROUTE 

Will you be white-lining the dig site area? NO 

: 

 

Submitted date: 11/07/2012 Time: 11:35 

Members: COMCN  ID3800 ID8000 NIPSCO SM 

Page 1 of 1Print Tickets

2/8/2013http://irth.nisource.net/IRTHNet/TicketManager/Print/Ticket.aspx?ID=3455585&withHead...



DAMAGE INFORMATION REPORT – PIPELINE SAFETY DIVISION
State Form 54122 (R2 / 7-11)  

(number and street)

(area code)

(area code)

(number and street)

(area code)

(area code)

Jan 24, 2013

Steve Noffsinger

3511 E 15th Ave

Gary, IN, 46403

(219)962-0422

(219)962-0404

cludwig@nisource.com

Gariup Construction

3965 Harrison

Gary, IN 46401

219-545-7160

219-981-3679

Contractor

Backhoe/Trackhoe

Drainage



month, day, year

number and street, city, state, and ZIP code

in hours

Nov 7, 2012

Porter

Valparaiso

Rt 30 & Horse Prairie Ave, Valparaiso, IN, 46385

Horse Prairie Ave

Public - City Street

Yes

No

No

0

No

0

Natural Gas

Distribution

36

No



Unknown/Other

Unknown/Other

No

Unknown/Other

Other

No Locates

No

No

Unknown/Other

No

Yes

No

Unknown/Other

--No notification made to the one-call center

Nipsco emergency repair ticket 1211071463

1210172345 old locate request no marks on site at time of damage





















    
  

 
 

             
 

William Boyd, Director of Pipeline Safety Division   
Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission   Wednesday March 13, 2013 
101 W. Washington Street, Suite 1500 E   
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-3407 Via –Email 
Ph: 317-232-2701  
Fx: 317-232-6758 Number of Pages:1 
 
RE:   Notice of Preliminary Determination of Violation, Pipeline Safety Division Case No. 4402 
   
Dear Mr. Boyd, 
 
We are in receipt of your letter dated February 14, 2013 regarding Gariup Construction Case No. 4402 and offer you the 
following response.  Gariup was the General Contractor for the City of Valparaiso on the Sager Run Culvert Replacement 
Project.  On Friday September 21, 2012, an official preconstruction meeting was held with all parties prior to the 
commencement of construction where a representative from NIPSCO named Walter Brach was present and the relocation 
of an existing 8” gas main was discussed.  This gas main traveled through the location of the new culvert installation.  All 
parties who attended this meeting, including NIPSCO, could view the construction documents and clearly see the limits of 
construction delineated for Gariup’s use in completing its work.  These documents did not include provisions for NIPSCO 
to cut and cap this gas line and the documents specifically did not indicate NIPSCO cutting and capping this main line 
within the limits of Gariup’s construction operations.    
 
In fact, on Monday September 24, 2012, a company by the name of Infra Source was engaged by NIPSCO to visit the 
jobsite (before construction operations began by our firm) for the purpose of providing a proposal to NIPSCO to install a 
new underground boring of this existing gas main deep below the scope of Gariup’s work and therefore out of the way of 
construction operations all together.  For some reason which was not shared with Gariup, NIPSCO did not accept the 
proposal of Infra Source and decided with no communication or input from our firm to cut and cap this dangerous main line 
unsafely within the construction limits of our project. 
 
On Wednesday November 7, 2012, we smelled a hint of natural gas and immediately contacted NIPSCO and a crew sent 
shortly thereafter began digging in the area of the natural gas smell.   Once the area of the leak was exposed , we found  
no evidence this pipe was struck by any of our excavation equipment.   We did notice, however, that the crack was in the 
area where NIPSCO completed their capping work.  The technique utilized by NIPSCO to perform this cap had no saddle 
around the main line to reinforce the cap installation.  It is evident to Gariup this pipe was significantly weakened both by 
the sizable cut made to the pipe as well as the high level of heat generated by the extensive welding where the cap piece 
was installed (see photo attached).   
 
In closing, we speculate that NIPSCO elected to perform this potentially unsafe capping work in lieu of the originally 
planned and appropriate installation of a deep boring bypass of the main by Infra Source in an effort to save cost for 
NIPSCO.  NIPSCO proceeded to cut and cap this line within the limits of our construction with no consultation with our 
firm.  At a minimum, this line could have been cut and capped further back and outside Gariup’s construction limits.  
Again, we speculate an effort to save cost for NIPSCO.  Finally, we noticed an unreinforced and rather unsafe capping 
technique where if a saddle was used to wrap around the existing pipe, this saddle would have reinforced the pipe in the 
exact area where it ultimately cracked and failed.  We feel that after review of these facts, Gariup should be relieved from 
any violation, penalty and/or warning.  
 
Sincerely,  
GARIUP CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 

 
 
Keith Kegebein 
Project Manager 
 
Attachment 

    

   Office: 3965 Harrison St. Gary, IN 46408 
   Mailing:    P.O. Box #64879    Gary, IN 46401 
   Phone:   (219) 887-5233     Fax: (219) 981-3679 
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