
STATE OF INDIANA 

INDIANA UTILITY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMMISSION'S ) 
INVESTIGATION INTO THE COMPLIANCE OF ) 
ROACHDALE MUNICIPAL GAS UTILITY WITH ) CAUSE NO. 44014 
PIPELINE SAFETY STANDARDS AND) 
MATTERS RELATING TO THE SAFETY OF ITS ) APPROVED: APR 0 Ii 
GAS DISTRIBTUION SYSTEM PURSUANT TO ) 
INDIANA CODE CHAPTER 8-1-22.5 ) 

BY THE COMMISSION: 
Kari A.E. Bennett, Commissioner 
Loraine L. Seyfried, Administrative Law Judge 

Based upon a request received by the Pipeline Safety Division ("Pipeline Safety") of the 
Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission ("Commission") and pursuant to Ind. Code ch. 8-1-22.5, 
the Commission hereby notifies Roachdale Municipal Gas Utility of its intent to commence an 
investigation into its compliance with pipeline safety standards and to determine the 
appropriateness of issuing a hazardous condition order. 

1. Commission Jurisdiction. The Town of Roachdale operates a municipal gas 
utility ("Roachdale") consisting of a natural gas distribution system. Roachdale is engaged in the 
distribution and provision of natural gas to the public within the State of Indiana, including the 
Town of Roachdale. Roachdale is a municipally owned utility as defined in Ind. Code § 8-1-2-1 
and is subject to, among other requirements, the gas pipeline safety standards and requirements 
set forth in Ind. Code ch. 8-1-22.5 and 170 lAC 5. 

Ind. Code § 8-1-22.5-4(3) provides that Pipeline Safety, through the Commission, may: 

[w]henever a particular pipeline facility is found to be hazardous to human life or 
property, require, through the issuance of a hazardous condition order, the person 
who owns, operates, or leases such pipeline facility to take such action necessary 
to remove such hazards. Except in cases where immediate or extreme emergency 
is found to exist, such order shall not be issued until such person is afforded an 
opportunity to present the person's views and any facts bearing on the situation. 

In addition, Ind. Code § 8-1-22.5-7 authorizes the imposition of civil penalties for violations of 
Chapter 22.5 and the Commission's rules after notice and opportunity for a public hearing. 
Pursuant to Ind. Code § 8-1-22.5-10, notice is required to be given as provided in Ind. Code § 8-
1-1-8 and hearings are required to be conducted in accordance with Ind. Code § § 8-1-2-54 
through 8-1-2-72. Accordingly, the Commission has jurisdiction over Roachdale and the subject 
matter of this proceeding. 



2. Background and Procedural History. On March 29, 2011, Pipeline Safety 
requested the Commission commence an investigation into the compliance of Roachdale with 
pipeline safety standards and to issue an appropriate order addressing violations and safety 
issues. See attached March 29, 2011 letter from the Director of Pipeline Safety. In support of its 
request, Pipeline Safety indicates that it has been working with Roachdale since 2004 to address 
the aging and corroding steel gas distribution mains and the copper service connections. Pipeline 
Safety now believes the gas system to be unsafe and the complete replacement of the corroding 
system to be necessary. In addition, Pipeline Safety indicates that inspections performed since 
2004 have revealed violations of pipeline safety standards, including issues with emergency 
valves, underground leaking, recordkeeping and emergency response planning. 

3. Investigation. In accordance with Ind. Code ch. 8-1-22.5 and based upon the 
information and request of Pipeline Safety, the Commission hereby initiates this investigation 
into Roachdale's compliance with pipeline safety standards and any matter relating to the 
condition, operation, maintenance and safety of Roachdale's gas distribution system. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED BY THE INDIANA UTILITY REGULATORY 
COMMISSION that: 

1. Based upon a request by Pipeline Safety, an investigation pursuant to Ind. Code 
ch. 8-1-22.5 is hereby commenced. 

2. A Prehearing Conference and Preliminary Hearing is hereby scheduled in this 
Cause for April 25, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. in Room 224, PNC Center, 101 West Washington Street, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

3. In accordance with Ind. Code §§ 8-1-22.5-10 and 8-1-2-59, this Order constitutes 
notice of the matters under investigation. 

4. This Order shall be effective on and after the date of its approval. 

ATTERHOLT, LANDIS, MAYS AND ZIEGNER CONCUR; BENNETT ABSENT: 

APPROVED: APR 0 5 

I hereby certify that the above is a true 
and correct copy of the Order as approved. 

Secretary to the Commission 
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