
 

 

 

 

 

Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  Bill Risner Jr. 

UPPAC Database Record ID:  4202 

Report Date:  9/16/2013         Investigator:  Mike Orr 

Damage Date: 11/28/2012 Damage Address: 1041 Sunset Dr., Rensselaer, Jasper  

 

The Parties 

Excavator: Bill Risner Jr. 

Address:  440 E. Wood Rd., Rensselaer, In. 47978 

Facility Owner: Rennselaer Municipal Gas System, City of 

 

Pipeline Facility 

      Facility Type: Natural Gas    Facility Function: Service/Drop 

 Type of Equipment: Backhoe/Trackhoe Type of Work Performed: Electric 

 

Damage Impact 

Product Release: Yes Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: True Number of Customers Affected: 1  

Injuries: 0 Fatalities: 0 Repair Cost (if known): $50 

 

Excavator Activities/Cause of Damage Information: 

Excavator Request Locates: No Indiana 811 Ticket Number:    Original Start Date:  

Locate Instructions:  

Follow-Up Locate Instructions (if applicable):  

 

Synopsis:  Excavator struck and damaged an underground natural gas service while performing electric work. 

 

Findings:   Reported by Carol Lockridge (Rensselaer Gas); excavator’s response to initial notice was received on 

2/19/2013.  Excavator failed to provide notice of excavation.   This case was returned to Pipeline Safety from the UPPAC for 

re-investigation. 

 

Conclusion:  There was a failure to provide notice of excavation. 

Violation: IC 8-1-26-16(g) Failure to provide notice of excavation. 
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Carol Lockridge (Rensselaer Gas)

706 N. Cullen St

Rensselaer,IN. 47978

219-866-5206

219-866-5259

clockridge@cityofrensselaerin.com

Bill Risner Jr.

400 E. Wood Rd.

Rensselaer, IN. 47978

219-866-3085

Contractor

Backhoe/Trackhoe

Electric
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Jasper

Rensselaer

1041 Sunset Dr.

Sparling Ave.

Private - Land Owner

Yes

No

No

No

1

0

0

0

Natural Gas

Service/Drop

18

No
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--No notification made to the one-call center

This is new home construction, the excavating contractor was digging in the underground electric. (The gas service line had

been installed on 11/19/2012, locate # 1211132488). The building contractor had his employees dig up and expose the 1/2

inch PE gas line prior to the excavator beginning his work with a small trackhoe. The gas service trench was still visible.

Even with the pipe exposed he hit and tore the 1/2 inch PE line in half. The line did have an EFV in place; therefore, the gas

release was very minimal. The excavating contractor did not request a locate.
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