
 

 

 

 

 

Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  Gatlin Plumbing 

UPPAC Database Record ID:  3928 

Report Date:  9/11/2013         Investigator:  Mike Orr 

Damage Date: 8/17/2012 Damage Address: 1601 W Lincoln Hwy, Merrillville, Lake  

 

The Parties 

Excavator: Gatlin Plumbing 

Address:  1111 E Main St, Griffith, In 46319 

Facility Owner: NIPSCO 

 

Pipeline Facility 

      Facility Type: Natural Gas    Facility Function: Distribution 

 Type of Equipment: Backhoe/Trackhoe Type of Work Performed: Sewer 

 

Damage Impact 

Product Release: Yes Ignition:  Yes 

Service Interruption: False Number of Customers Affected: 0  

Injuries: 0 Fatalities: 0 Repair Cost (if known): $5176 

 

Excavator Activities/Cause of Damage Information: 

Excavator Request Locates: Yes Indiana 811 Ticket Number:  1208081344  Original Start Date:  

Locate Instructions:  

Follow-Up Locate Instructions (if applicable):  

 

Synopsis:  Excavator struck and damaged an underground natural gas main while performing sewer work. 

 

Findings:   Reported by Carrie Ludwig (NIPSCo); excavator’s response to initial notice was received on 12/3/2012.  

Excavator had a valid locate ticket; however, the gas operator self reported a failure to provide facility locate marking due to 

incorrect records/maps. 

 

Conclusion:  There was a failure to provide facility locate markings. 

Violation: IC 8-1-26-18(f) Operator failed to locate or provided incorrect locate markings. 
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Nov 6, 2012

Carrie Ludwig (NIPSCo)

3511 East 15th Ave

Gary, IN 46403

219 962 0422

219 962 0404

cludwig@nisource.com

Gatlin Plumbing

1111 U Main St

Griffith, IN 46319

219 924 6972

Contractor

Backhoe/Trackhoe

Drainage
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Aug 17, 2012

Lake

Merrillville

1601 W Lincoln Hwy

Polo Club Dr

Private - Business

Yes

Yes

No

0

No

0

0

0

0

Natural Gas

Distribution

48

Yes

1208081344
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Yes

Contract Locator

USIC

Yes

No

Paint

No

No

Unknown/Other

No

Yes

No

Yes

--Facility could not be found/located

Nipsco emergency repair ticket #: 1208172555

This is determined to be a OPERATOR VIOLATION. MAO 11/12/2012.



From: gatlinplumbing@comcast.net
To: gatlinplumbing@comcast.net
Cc: IURC PipelineDamageCase
Subject: Re: INITIAL DOCUMENTS - EXCAVATOR CASE NO. 3928
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 5:16:16 PM

Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission:

Please see Information Request filled out for Case No. 3928.  We hope this
information is sufficient.  If you need any additional information please feel free to
contact me.

Thanks

Mathew Murphy
Estimator / Project Manager
Gatlin Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
1111 E. Main Street
Griffith, IN 46319
p: 219-924-6972
f: 219-924-1401
c:219-228-0776

mailto:gatlinplumbing@comcast.net
mailto:gatlinplumbing@comcast.net
mailto:pipelinedamagecase@urc.IN.gov
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