
 

 

 

 

 

Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  Merryman Excavating 

UPPAC Database Record ID:  3883 

Report Date:  7/31/2013         Investigator:  William Boyd 

Damage Date: 8/1/2012 Damage Address: 3308  Vincz Dr, Indianapolis, Marion  

 

The Parties 

Excavator: Merryman Excavating 

Address:  1501 Lamb Road, Woodstock, Illinois, 60098 

Facility Owner: Citizens Gas 

 

Pipeline Facility 

      Facility Type: Natural Gas    Facility Function: Distribution 

 Type of Equipment: Backhoe/Trackhoe Type of Work Performed: Sewer 

 

Damage Impact 

Product Release: Yes Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: True Number of Customers Affected: 11  

Injuries: 0 Fatalities: 0 Repair Cost (if known): $0 

 

Excavator Activities/Cause of Damage Information: 

Excavator Request Locates: Yes Indiana 811 Ticket Number:  1207183007  Original Start Date:  

Locate Instructions:  

Follow-Up Locate Instructions (if applicable):  

 

Synopsis:  Excavator struck and damaged an underground natural gas main while performing sewer work. 

 

Findings:   Reported by Tony Chan (Citizens Gas); excavator’s response to initial notice was received on 1/2/2013.  The 

excavator failed to maintain required clearance from the gas main with the backhoe.   Even though the excavator reported the 

facility deviated back and forth across the alignment, both the gas operator and the EXCAVATOR reported the locate 

markings to be visible and CORRECT. 

 

Conclusion:  This case was remanded back to Pipeline Safety for further investigation from the September 

UPPAC Committee.   With further investigation complete, there was a failure to use hand tools within the tolerance 

zone. 

Violation: IC 8-1-26-20(a)(2) Failure to maintain two (2) feet clearance with mechanized equipment. 
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Aug 29, 2012

Tony Chan (Citizens Gas)

2150 Dr. M.L. King Jr. St.

Indianapolis, IN 46202

(317) 927-4619

(317) 927-4619

AChan@CitizensEnergyGroup.com

MERRYMAN

7940 ZIONSVILLE RD

Indianapolis, IN 46268

Contractor

Backhoe/Trackhoe

Sewer (Sanitary/Storm)
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Marion

Indianapolis

3308 VINCZ DR

COOPER RD

Public - City Street
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No

0
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0

Natural Gas

Distribution
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1207183007
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--Failure to use hand tools where required
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