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Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  John Simatovich -- Homeowner 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  3747 
 
Investigator:  Howard Friend 

Report Date:  1/2/2013 

 
Damage Date: 8/12/2012 

Damage Address: 437 W St Rd 130 

City: Valparaiso 

County: Porter  

 
The Parties 

Excavator: John Simatovich -- Homeowner 

Contact:  

Address:  433 W St Rd 130, Valparaiso, In, 46385 

Telephone: (219)313-5994 
 

Facility Owner: NIPSCO 

Contact: Kit Earle 

Address:  101 West Ohio Street, Indianapolis, IN  46204 

 
Pipeline Facility 
      Facility Type: Natural Gas 

      Facility Function: Service/Drop 
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Investigation regarding:  John Simatovich -- Homeowner 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  3747 

 
Damage Impact 

Product release: Yes 

Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: True 

Number of Customers Affected: 1  

Injuries: 0 

Fatalities: 0 

Repair Cost (if known): $ 

 
Excavator Activities/Cause of damage information: 

Excavator request locates: No Indiana 811 ticket Number:   

Type of Equipment: Hand Tools 

Type of work performed: Unknown/Other 
 
 
Synopsis:  Damage to a natural gas service occurred during excavation to install a tent stake.   
 
Findings:   Reported by NIPSCO; excavator’s response to initial notice was received on 
12/28/2012.  The property owner has assumed responsibility for the damage however; the 
property owner was not the excavator. The excavator was a tent rental company hired by the 
property owner. The excavator did not provide notice of excavation. 
 
Conclusion:  The excavator did not provide notice of excavation. 
 
Violation: IC 8-1-26-16(g): Failure to provide notice of excavation. 
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Aug 28, 2012

Steve Noffsinger (NIPSCo)

3511 E 15th Ave

Gary, IN, 46403

(219)962-0422

(219)962-0404

cludwig@nisource.com

John Simatovich -- Homeowner

437 W ST RD 130

Valparaiso, IN, 46385

(219)313-5994

Occupant

Unknown/Other

Unknown/Other
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Aug 12, 2012

Porter

Valparaiso

437 W ST RD 130

N 450 W

Private - Land Owner

Yes

No

No

0

Yes

1

3

0

0

Natural Gas

Service/Drop

15

No
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Unknown/Other

Unknown/Other

No

Unknown/Other

Other

No locates

No

No

Unknown/Other

No

Yes

No

Unknown/Other

--No notification made to the one-call center

Nipsco emergency repair ticket 1208120127

Nipsco internal reports shows type of work being performed as other / tent


