
-1- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  Asplundh Construction 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  3738 
 
Investigator:  Howard Friend 

Report Date:  12/21/2012 

 
Damage Date: 7/17/2012 

Damage Address: 11401 Douglas Rd 

City: Osceola 

County: St Joseph  

 
The Parties 

Excavator: Asplundh Construction 

Contact: Michael Lewis, Region Safety 

Address:  136 Mills St, Gahanna, Oh 43230 

Telephone: 614-905-9370 
 

Facility Owner: NIPSCO 

Contact: Kit Earle 

Address:  101 West Ohio Street, Indianapolis, IN  46204 

 
Pipeline Facility 
      Facility Type: Natural Gas 

      Facility Function: Service/Drop 
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Investigation regarding:  Asplundh Construction 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  3738 

 
Damage Impact 

Product release: Yes 

Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: True 

Number of Customers Affected: 1  

Injuries: 0 

Fatalities: 0 

Repair Cost (if known): $ 

 
Excavator Activities/Cause of damage information: 

Excavator request locates: Yes Indiana 811 ticket Number:  1206291391 

Type of Equipment: Backhoe/Trackhoe 

Type of work performed: Electric 
 
 
Synopsis:  A natural gas service was damaged during excavation to install an electric line. 
 
Findings:   Reported by NIPSCO; excavator’s response to initial notice was received on 
12/14/2012.  The excavator had a valid locate number and the operator provided accurate locate 
markings. The excavator had the natural gas line exposed however, the backhoe bucket damaged 
the service while continuing to excavate. 
 
Conclusion:  Excavator failed to maintain the required clearance with mechanized equipment. 

Violation: IC 8-1-26-20(b): Failure to plan excavation to avoid damage or interference 
with underground facilities; Failure to maintain two (2) feet clearance with mechanized 
equipment. 
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CONTRACTOR PRELIMINARY EVENT NOTIFICATION FORM FORM NO.: DC - 200  
 

REV 0 – INDIANA & MICHIGAN POWER 2009 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. DATE ISSUED: 01/2010 
 

 
Contractor/Company Name: 

Asplundh 108 
Dean Harrell 
Employee Name:  

Dennis Lambert 
Foreman Name:  

7-18-2012 
Event Date: Time of Event:  

2:00pm Tuesday 
Day of the Week:  

Osceola 
City & State: 

Type of Work (Please select 
one of the options to the right) 

OH Line 
 

URD 
X 

Network 
 

Pole Inspection 
 

Forestry 
 

Locating 
 

 

Civil 
 

Other 
 

1.  Storm:  
2.  Non-Storm: X  

Employee’s Job Classification (i.e., groundman, laborer, journeyman, etc.): 
Operator 

Event Type: 

OSHA Medical
 

OSHA Lost Time 
 

OSHA Restricted 
 

 

Vehicle  
 

Flash/Outage
 

First Aid 
 

Fatality 
 

Utility Strike 
X 

Near Miss 
 

Spill/Release 
 

Switch/Tag Error 
 

Property Damage 
 

Equipment Damage 
 

OSHA/EPA Visit:  
Citation Issued: Y  
                            N  

Work Description/Explain Event:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Specify Injured Part(s) of the Body: none 
 
 
Please Specify Type of Injury (i.e., cut, burn, puncture, fall, etc.): none 

Name of Person Completing This Form: Pat Denney  Date:7-19-2012 
 

 

An ACC URD crew showed up on site, and the crew had a job briefing. The crew hand dug and located the gas 
service, and the phone line. While back hoeing near the gas line, the operator (Dean Harrell) did not understand 
the foreman’s (Dennis Lambert) directions and got the hoe too close to the gas service, which poked a hole in the 
gas service. 

11401 Douglas rd Osceola, IN 

Locate # 1206291391          
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Aug 21, 2012

Robert A. Hayward (NIPSCo)

3511 E. 15th Ave

Gary, IN 46403

219-962-0422

219-962-0404

cludwig@NiSource.com

Asplundh Construction

136 Mills St

Columbus , OH 43230

614-905-9370

574-234-7819

Contractor

Trencher

Electric
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Jul 17, 2012

St Joseph

Osceola

 11401 Douglas Rd

Buckeye Rd

Dedicated Public Utility Easement

Yes

No

No

Yes

1

2

0

0

Natural Gas

Service/Drop

20

Yes

1206291391
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Yes

Contract Locator

USIC

Yes

Yes

Paint and Flags

No

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Unknown/Other

--Failure to maintain clearance


