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Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  Chris Smith 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  3632 
 
Investigator:  Howard Friend 

Report Date:  10/23/2012 

 
Damage Date: 8/26/2012 

Damage Address: 411 South Buckeye 

City: Osgood 

County: Ripley  

 
The Parties 

Excavator: Chris Smith 

Contact:  

Address:  411 South Buckeye Street, Osgood , Indiana - 47037 

Telephone: N/A 
 

Facility Owner: Osgood, Town of 

Contact: Steven Wilhoit 

Address:  147 W. Ripley Street, Osgood, IN  47037 

 
Pipeline Facility 
      Facility Type: Natural Gas 

      Facility Function: Service/Drop 
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Investigation regarding:  Chris Smith 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  3632 

 
Damage Impact 

Product release: Yes 

Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: True 

Number of Customers Affected: 1  

Injuries: 0 

Fatalities: 0 

Repair Cost (if known): $0 

 
Excavator Activities/Cause of damage information: 

Excavator request locates: Yes Indiana 811 ticket Number:  1208160350 

Type of Equipment: Backhoe/Trackhoe 

Type of work performed: Drainage 
 
 
Synopsis:  A natural gas service was damaged during excavation for a drain line. 
 
Findings:   Reported by Osgood, Town of; excavator/occupant did not respond to initial notice 
mailed 9/14/2012.  The property owner rented a backhoe to install a drain line. He provided 
notice of excavation and the operator provided accurate locate marks.  
 
Conclusion:  The excavator failed to maintain two (2) feet of clearance with mechanized 
equipment. 
 
Violation: IC 8-1-26-20(b): Failure to plan excavation to avoid damage or interference with 
underground facilities; Failure to maintain two (2) feet clearance with mechanized 
equipment. 
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Aug 26, 2012

STEVE WILHOIT

147 WEST RIPLEY STREET

OSGOOD , INDIANA - 47037

812-689-3839

812-689-5448

townofosgood@hotmail.com

CHRIS SMITH

411 SOUTH BUCKEYE STREET

OSGOOD , INDIANA - 47037

N/A

N/A

N/A

Occupant

Backhoe/Trackhoe

Drainage
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Aug 26, 2012

RIPLEY

OSGOOD

411 SOUTH BUCKEYE

WASHINGTON & BUCKEYE

Private - Land Owner

Yes

No

No

No

0

1

0

0

0

Natural Gas

Service/Drop

28

Yes

1208160350
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Yes

Utility Owner

Yes

Yes

Paint and Flags

No

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

No

--Failure to maintain clearance

HOME OWNERWAS INSTALLING DRAINAGE HIMSELF WITH RENTED EQUIPMENT. HOME OWNER WAS UNAWARE OF THE 24"

ZONE ON EACH SIDE OF MARKING.

ARRIVED @ 411 SOUTH BUCKEYE STREET -MAIN SERVICE VALVE AT THE FRONT OF THE PROPERTY WAS CLOSED OFF. SERVICE

LINE WAS THEN DUG OUT BY OSGOOD GAS UTILITY EXPOSING 32" OF 1" IPS POLLY PIPE. REPAIRS WERE MADEWITH 2

PERFECTION STABB FITTINGS AND 32" OF 1" IPS PRE-TESTED POLLY PIPE. LINE WAS PRESSURIZED & SOAP TESTED. NO LEAKS

FOUND. MAIN VALVE WAS LEFT IN THE OFF POSITION AT THE OWNERS REQUEST.


