
 
 
 
 
 

Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  D. R. Watson Company 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  3544 

Report Date:  04/03/2013 Investigator:  Howard Friend 

Damage Date: 8/8/2012 9:38:10 AM Damage Address: 204  Buxton Ct, Westfield, Hamilton County 

 
The Parties 

Excavator: D. R. Watson Company  (Contractor) 

Address:  1966 Midwest Boulevard, Indianapolis, In  46214 

Facility Owner: Westfield Gas Corporation 

 
Pipeline Facility 
      Facility Type: Natural Gas Facility Function: Service/Drop 

 Type of Equipment: Backhoe/Trackhoe Type of Work Performed: Sewer 
 
Damage Impact 

Product Release: Yes Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: True Number of Customers Affected: 1  

Injuries: 0 Fatalities: 0 Repair Cost (if known): $ 
 
Excavator Activities/Cause of Damage Information: 

Excavator Request Locates: Yes Indiana 811 Ticket Number:  1208061169  Original Start Date:  

Locate Instructions:  

Follow-Up Locate Instructions (if applicable):  
 
Synopsis:  A natural gas service was damaged during excavation for a sewer. 
 
Findings:   The excavator had a valid locate request and the operator provided accurate locate markings. The 
excavator reported the ground was very hard and they utilized the backhoe to remove the soil that was broke loose 
with shovels. The backhoe operator inadvertently dug too deep and caused the damage. 
 
Conclusion:  There was a failure to maintain clearance with mechanized equipment. 

Violation: 8-1-26-20(a)(2) Failure to maintain two (2) feet clearance with mechanized equipment. 

 



 
Investigation regarding:  D. R. Watson Company 

UPPAC Database Record ID:  3544 

 
Query_InvestigationSummary_ExcCount 

ID EXCAVATOR_NAME FINL_DISPOSITION ADV_COMMITTEE DATE_OF_DAMAGE 
4118 D. R. WATSON COMPANY Training 1st Level 2/26/2013 11/14/2012 12:02:49 PM 
3833 D. R. WATSON COMPANY Training 1st Level 2/26/2013 9/18/2012 12:28:06 PM 
3519 D. R. WATSON COMPANY Warning Letter 2/26/2013 7/31/2012 8:33:00 AM 

879 D. R. WATSON COMPANY Warning Letter 6/26/2012 3/26/2010 8:56:02 AM 
723 D. R. WATSON COMPANY Warning Letter 6/26/2012 10/13/2009 10:03:44 AM 
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Aug 27, 2012

Tony Chan (Citizens Gas)

2150 Dr. M.L. King Jr. St.

Indianapolis, IN 46202

(317) 927-4619

(317) 927-4619

AChan@CitizensEnergyGroup.com

DRWATSON CONSTRUCTION INC

1966 MIDWEST BOULEVARD

Indianapolis, IN 46214

317-271-1667

Contractor

Backhoe/Trackhoe

Sewer (Sanitary/Storm)
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Aug 8, 2012

Hamilton

Westfield

225 RADFORD CT

BUXTON DR

Private Easement

Yes

No

No

0

No

0

0

0

0

0

Natural Gas

Distribution

36

Yes

1208061169
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Unknown/Other

Contractor

USIC

Yes

Yes

Paint and Flags

No

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

--Failure to use hand tools where required

Excavator did report damage to IN811. Case 3544. MAO 8/27/2012.
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