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Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  Gohman Asphalt & Construction Inc. 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  3454 
 
Investigator:  Howard Friend 

Report Date:  10/25/2012 

 
Damage Date: 7/16/2012 

Damage Address: Bluelick Rd. @ I-65 Exchange Exit 16 

City: Memphis 

County: Clark  

 
The Parties 

Excavator: Gohman Asphalt & Construction Inc. 
Contact:  

Address:  P.o. Box 2428, Clarksville, In 47131 

Telephone: (812) 282-1349 
 

Facility Owner: Midwest Natural Gas Corporation 

Contact: Arthur Campbell 

Address:  107 SE Third Street, Washington, IN  47501-0520 

 
Pipeline Facility 
      Facility Type: Natural Gas 

      Facility Function: Distribution 
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Investigation regarding:  Gohman Asphalt & Construction Inc. 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  3454 

 
Damage Impact 

Product release: Yes 

Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: True 

Number of Customers Affected: 175  

Injuries: 0 

Fatalities: 0 

Repair Cost (if known): $7442 

 
Excavator Activities/Cause of damage information: 

Excavator request locates: Yes Indiana 811 ticket Number:  1207091796 

Type of Equipment: Backhoe/Trackhoe 

Type of work performed: Road Work 
 
Synopsis:  A natural gas line was damaged during excavation for road work. 
 
Findings:   Reported by Midwest Natural Gas Corporation; excavator’s response to initial notice 
was received on 10/26/2012.  The excavator had a valid locate request and the operator provided 
accurate locate markings. This damage is the second damage in five days on the same line by the 
same excavator.   A meeting was held July 17, 2012 at the Midwest Natural Gas office at 
Scottsburg with the Manager of Utilities and RR for INDOT, Kenny Franklin and an IURC 
Pipeline Safety Division Engineer.   The on-site supervisor for INDOT at the damage site was 
quoted as saying Midwest Natural had no business having facilities on INDOT ROW!   
Midwest Natural Gas Corporation management reported, neither the INDOT on-site 
supervisor nor the Excavator seemed concerned with the damaged facility or the potential 
hazard to life and property.  
 
Conclusion:  There was a failure to maintain two (2) feet of clearance with mechanized 
equipment. The excavator failed to notify the association after the damage. The excavator failed 
to notify the local fire department after the release of a flammable gas. 
 

Violation: IC 8-1-26-20(b): Failure to plan excavation to avoid damage or interference 
with underground facilities; Failure to maintain two (2) feet clearance with mechanized 
equipment. 
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Jul 27, 2012

Terry Shafer

1652 W. McClain Ave.

Scottsburg, IN 47170

(812) 752-2230

(812) 752-7845

tshafer@midnatgas.com

Gohman Asphalt & Construction Inc.

P.O. Box 2428

Clarksville, IN 47131

(812) 282-1349

(812) 288-2168

N/A

Contractor

Backhoe/Trackhoe

Road Work
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Jul 16, 2012

Clark

Memphis

Bluelick Rd. @ I-65 exchange exit 16

Crone Rd.

Public - State Highway

Yes

No

No

0

Yes

175

12

0

0

Natural Gas

Distribution

30

Yes

1207091796



S>D%5G6%<8K>56%C6N16D5%K83;<6567%O45G4=%5O8%O8CP4=F%7>@DT%

%
!?%<8K>56D%O6C6%;6C?8C367I%O6C6%5G6@%78=6%D8%2@%>%K8=5C>K58C%8C%;4;6<4=6%63;<8@66T%
%
!?%>%K8=5C>K58C%<8K>58CI%6=56C%5G6%K83;>=@%=>36I%4?%P=8O=A%%BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB%
%
S6C6%?>K4<45@%3>CPD%E4D42<6%4=%5G6%>C6>%8?%6MK>E>548=T%
%
S6C6%?>K4<4546D%3>CP67%K8CC6K5<@T%
%
'@;6%8?%3>CP4=FD%1D67A%
%
!?%85G6CI%;<6>D6%D;6K4?@A%%BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB%
%
S>D%D456%3>CP67%2@%YSG456%(4=4=FZT%
%
S6C6%D;6K4><%4=D5C1K548=D%;>C5%8?%5G6%<8K>56%C6N16D5T%
%
S6C6%3>;D%1D67%58%K83;<656%5G6%<8K>56%C6N16D5T%
%
S6C6%;4;6<4=6%K83;>=@%C6;C6D6=5>54E6D%8=%D456%71C4=F%6MK>E>548=T%
%
#47%5G6%6MK>E>58C%=854?@%5G6%8;6C>58C%4=%5G6%6E6=5%8?%5G4D%7>3>F6T%
%
#47%5G6%6MK>E>58C%=854?@%!=74>=>%WXX%4=%5G6%6E6=5%8?%5G4D%7>3>F6T%
%
#47%5G6%6MK>E>58C%=854?@%[XX%4=%5G6%6E6=5%8?%>%C6<6>D6%8?%;C871K5T%
!

%9:&3.%C*%$+!$-!D/'&:!

!
06<6K5%?C83%5G6%<4D5%5G6%38D5%>KK1C>56%K>1D6%?8C%5G6%7>3>F6A%
%

% %
><<%*%$+/;!D$)):+*&!

!

!

Yes

Utility Owner

Yes

Yes

Paint

No

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

No

--Failure to maintain clearance

Note: this is the second offense in a period of five days on the same line, by same operator.

Main had been exposed but operator failed to maintain clearance.

Gohman supervisor was spoken with regarding this damage; but, failed to acknowledge seriousness of the issue.

A meeting was held July 17, 2012 at the Midwest Natural Gas office at Scottsburg with the Manager of Utilities and RR for

INDOT, Kenny Franklin. The supervisor for INDOT at the damage site was quoted as saying Midwest Natural had no business

having facilities on INDOT ROW! Midwest Natural management reported, neither the INDOT on-site supervisor nor the

Excavator seemed concerned with the damaged facility or the potential hazard to life and property. MAO 7/31/2012.

Since the same facility was damaged only a few days prior, Pipeline Safety considers this damage as a flagrant disregard for

IC 8-1-26. MAO 7/31/2012.
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INFORMATION REQUEST 
State Form 54909 (2-12) 

INDIANA UTILITY REGULATORY COMMISSION – PIPELINE SAFETY DIVISION 

!

Case Number: ________________________

The Pipeline Safety Division of the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission requests any and all 

information you can provide regarding the following criteria. 

Upon completion of answers select email button for submission. 

The Parties 

Excavator Information: 

Business Name:  _______________________________________________________________________

Responsible Party Personal Name:  ________________________________________________________ 

Title (if any):  _________________________________________________________________________ 

Address (number and street):_____________________________________________________________ 

City, State and ZIP Code:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Preferred Telephone Number (area code):  __________________________________________________  

Cellular Telephone Number (area code):  ___________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Facility Information: 

Business Name:  _______________________________________________________________________

Responsible Party Personal Name:  ________________________________________________________ 

Title (if any):  _________________________________________________________________________ 

Address (number and street):  ____________________________________________________________ 

3454

Gohman Asphalt & Construction Inc.

Ralph

Operator

P.O. Box 2428

Clarksville, IN 47131

8122821349

N/A

Midwest Natural Gas Corp.

Terry Shafer

Regional Area Manager

1652 W. McClain Ave.
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City, State and ZIP Code:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Preferred Telephone Number (area code):  __________________________________________________ 

Cellular Telephone Number (area code):  ___________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Locator Service Information: 

Business Name:  _______________________________________________________________________

Responsible Party Personal Name:  ________________________________________________________ 

Title (if any):  _________________________________________________________________________ 

Address (number and street):  ____________________________________________________________ 

City, State and ZIP Code:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Preferred Telephone Number (area code):  __________________________________________________ 

Cellular Telephone Number (area code):  ___________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Cause of Damage Information 

Type of Equipment (select one):

Type of Work Performed (select one):

Other Information (Witness, Police, Fire, Other): 

Personal Contact:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Business/Organization Name:  ____________________________________________________________

Title (if any):  _________________________________________________________________________ 

Address (number and street):  ____________________________________________________________ 

City, State and ZIP Code:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Preferred Telephone Number (area code):  __________________________________________________ 

Scottsburg, IN 47170

812752220

8125950633

tshafer@midnatgas.com

Midwest Natural Gas Corp.

Tim Hall

Service Person

1652 W. McClain Ave.

Scottsburg, IN 47170

8127522230

8122599282

N/A

Backhoe/Trackhoe

Road Work

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
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Cellular Telephone Number (area code):  ___________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Utility Line Impact 

Location of Damage: 

Address (number and street):  ____________________________________________________________ 

City, State and ZIP Code:  _______________________________________________________________   

Nearest Intersection:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Product Type (select one):

Facility Type (select one):

Size (Diameter/etc.): ____________________________ 

Pressure (PSIG/Inches):_________________________ 

Interruption in Service: Yes   No Number of Customers Affected: ___________ 

Evacuation:   Yes   No If yes, How Many Evacuated? _____________

Repair Cost (if known): $_______________________ 

Release of Product:  Yes   No 

Ignition and/or Fire:  Yes   No 

Excavator Notify 811:  Yes   No 

Locate Information 

Excavator Request Locate: Yes   No 

Indiana 811 Locate Ticket Number:  ___________________________ 

N/A

N/A

1Bluelick Rd. @ I-65 exchange

Memphis, IN 47143

Crone Rd.

Natural Gas

Distribution

3"

50

175

19,429.68

1207091796
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Locate Marks Visible:    Yes   No 

Locate Marks Correct:   Yes   No

Excavator “White Lined”:   Yes   No 

Maps Used to Mark Facilities:  Yes   No 

Was Locate Provided within Two (2) Working Days:   Yes   No

Operator Employees On-site during Excavation:   Yes   No 

Incident Impact Information 

Number of Outpatient Treated:  ______________________ 

Number of Inpatient Treated:  _______________________ 

Number of Fatalities:  ______________________________ 

Fire Department Response:   Yes   No

Police Department Response: Yes   No

Ambulance Response:    Yes   No 

Additional Information / Comments 

N/A

None

None

Contractor had exposed our 3" PE main, then cut with Bobcat front end loader, while attempting to removed

soil from surrounding area.

Note: this was the second offense on this main in a matter of one week. All 175 customers were without service

once again.
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT 

Your Pipeline Safety Division Case Number:  ________________________________________ 

Your Full Name:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Full Name of Business / Entity (if applicable):  _______________________________________ 

Your Business Title (if applicable):  ________________________________________________ 

Address (number and street):  _____________________________________________________ 

City:  _________________________________________  State: _______  ZIP Code:  ________

Your E-mail Address:  ___________________________________________________________ 

Today’s Date (month, day, year):  ______________________________ 

Your Signature:  ________________________________ Title (if any)  __________________ 

Please return your Narrative Statement to: 

Pipeline Safety Division – Case Number  ____________ 

Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission 

101 West Washington Street, 1500E 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Or scan the statement and Email to: 

PipelineDamageCase@urc.in.gov

3454

Terry Shafer

Midwest Natural Gas Corp.

Regional Area Manager

1652 W. McClain Ave.

Scottsburg IN 47170

tshafer@midnatgas.com

9/24/12

Regional Area Mgr

3454











































From: Mike Kopp
To: IURC PipelineDamageCase
Cc: Gary Mouser
Subject: Case No. 3454 -- ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS
Date: Tuesday, January 15, 2013 2:44:11 PM
Attachments: 20130115011653201.pdf
Importance: High

Dear Sir/Madam:

In preparation for the Advisory Committee meeting scheduled for January 24, please find attached a pdf
containing documents relevant to the above referenced investigation.

This case involved a gas line break of the same line breached days earlier on the same job.  The
attached pdf contains correspondence  pertaining to the earlier break; however, the failure of INDOT to
adhere to its own written policies are also pertinent to this case.

Significant points of consideration are as follows:

1. INDOT failed to comply with its own Utility Procedures and Accomodation Policy prior to the letting of
this project;
2. Specifically, INDOT failed to notify Midwest Gas prior to the letting of this project to allow Midwest to
relocate the subject gas line and move it outside the limits of the project;
3. Had INDOT complied with its own Utility Procedures and Accomodation Policy, the subject gas line
would have been relocated prior to the letting of this project, and, therefore, Gohmann would never
have come in contact with the line; and

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Michael A. Kopp, Esq., CCEP
Vice President--General Counsel and Chief Compliance Officer
Gohmann Construction, Inc.
P.O. Box 2428
Clarksville, IN  47131
Ph: (812) 282-1349
Fx: (812) 288-2168
Cell: (502) 905-0757

NOTICE:   This e-mail and any attachment is an Electronic Communication within the meaning of the
Electronic Communications Privacy Act (18 U.S.C. § 2510) and may contain attorney-client and/or work
product privileged material.  This e-mail is intended only for the addressee(s) to whom specifically
directed.  If you receive this in error, no waiver of any privilege or permission or authority to use any
portion of this e-mail or any attachment is intended or may be inferred.  Please contact the undersigned
as listed above to receive instructions on how to deal with the unintended e-mail.  No attorney-client
relationship is formed by receipt of this e-mail.

mailto:MKopp@gohmannconstruction.com
mailto:pipelinedamagecase@urc.IN.gov
mailto:GMouser@gohmannconstruction.com
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