INDIANA

INDIANA UTILITY REGULATORY COMMISSION http://www.in.gov/iurc
101 W. WASHINGTON STREET, SUITE 1500E Office: (317) 232-2701
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204-3407 Facsimile: (317) 232-6758

Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report

Investigation regarding: Merryman Excavation
UPPAC Database Record ID: 3426

Report Date: 5/30/2013 Investigator: Mike Orr
Damage Date: 7/5/2012 Damage Address: 3520 W 57th St, Indianapolis, Marion
The Parties

Excavator: Merryman Excavation
Address: 1501 Lamb Road, Woodstock, Illinois, 60098

Facility Owner: Citizens Gas

Pipeline Facility
Facility Type: Natural Gas Facility Function: Distribution
Type of Equipment: Backhoe/Trackhoe Type of Work Performed: Sewer

Damage Impact

Product Release: Yes Ignition: No
Service Interruption: True Number of Customers Affected: 7
Injuries: 0 Fatalities: 0 Repair Cost (if known): $

Excavator Activities/Cause of Damage Information:

Excavator Request Locates: Yes Indiana 811 Ticket Number: 1206181677 Original Start Date:
Locate Instructions:
Follow-Up Locate Instructions (if applicable):

Synopsis: Excavator struck and damaged an underground natural gas main while performing sewer work.

Findings: Reported by Citizens Gas; excavator’s response to initial notice was received on 9/25/2012. The excavator had
a valid locate request and reports the operator failed to provide locate markings; however, upon further investigation, the
excavator used mechanical equipment with the tolerance zone and damaged a 2 saddle on a 2” steel line. There was NO
stub.

Conclusion: There was a failure to maintain two (2) feet of clearance with mechanized equipment.

Violation: IC 8-1-26-20(a)(2) Failure to maintain two (2) feet clearance with mechanized equipment.



DAMAGE INFORMATION REPORT - PIPELINE SAFETY DIVISION

State Form 54122 (R2/7-11)
INDIANA UTILITY REGULATORY COMMISSION

Submitted to TURC-Pipeline Safety on: Ul 19,2012

Who is submitting this information?

.y . . T h iti
Name of person providing this information: ony Chan (Citizens Gas)

i 2150 Dr. M.L. King Jr. St.
Business address (number and street): ' Ing Jr

City, State, and ZIP code: Indianapolis, IN 46202

Telephone number (area code): (317) 927-4619

Fax number (area code): (317) 927-4619

E-mail address: AChan@CitizensEnergyGroup.com

Excavator Information, if known

MERRYMAN EXCAVATION
Full name:

Business address (number and street): 7940 ZIONSVILLE RD

City, State, and ZIP code: Indianapolis, IN 46268

Telephone number (area code): 317-228-9775

Fax number (area code):

E-mail address:

Excavation or Demolition Information
Excavator type: Contractor
Excavation or demolition equipment: Backhoe/Trackhoe

Type of work performed: Sewer (Sanitary/Storm)



Date and Location of Damage

Date of damage (month, day, year): Jul5,2012

Mari
County: aron

City: Indianapolis

Street address (number and street, city, state, and ZIP code):
3520 W 57TH ST

Nearest intersection: MELBOURNE

Right of way where damage occurred: Public - City Street
Was there a release of product? Yes

If yes, was there an ignition of product?

Were evacuations necessary as a result of release? g

If yes, how many evacuated? O

Was there a customer service interruption? Yes

If yes, how many affected? 7

. . . 1.5
Time to restore service (in hours):

Enter number of injuries, if applicable and known:

Enter number of fatalities, if applicable and known:

Property damage, Estimate $O

Affected Facility Information

What type of pipeline was damaged? Natural Gas
What was the affected facility? Distribution

What was the depth of the facility, in inches? 36

Notification, Locating, Marking

Did excavator request locates prior to commencing work? Yes

Enter Indiana 811 ticket number, if known: 1206181677




Was the locate request completed within two working days? Yes

If locates were performed, were they done so by a contractor or pipeline employee? Contractor

If a contractor locator, enter the company name, if known: USIC

Were facility marks visible in the area of excavation? Yes

Were facilities marked correctly? Yes
Type of markings used: Paint and Flags

If other, please specify:

Was site marked by “White Lining”? No

Were special instructions part of the locate request? No

Were maps used to complete the locate request? Yes

Were pipeline company representatives on site during excavation? Yes
Did the excavator notify the operator in the event of this damage? No

Did the excavator notify Indiana 811 in the event of this damage? No

Did the excavator notify 911 in the event of a release of product? No

Description of Cause

Select from the list the most accurate cause for the damage: --Failure to use hand tools where required

Additional Comments



From: Chan. Antonio M.

To: Orr, Michael
Cc: Warren. Benjamin
Subject: RE:
Date: Wednesday, May 29, 2013 9:36:12 PM
Attachments: image001.png
image003.png
Mike,

Sorry for the delay, but | wanted to get as much information as | could on this one. Here are our findings:

e We do not show any records of any stub at 3520 W 57t Street.

e Qur records show the service was cut and plugged on October 1994. All steel service was abandoned from main to meter
and there is no mention of any stub left behind.

e There is no mention of any stub in our damage report created by our field personnel on July 5, 2012. Our notes states,
the contractor pulled 2” x 1” saddle off our 2” steel gas main. The root cause was marked as “Failure to use hand tools
where required”.

e | spoke with one of our field crew member who made the repairs as well as the supervisor on site, Jim Clark, and they
both do not recollect any stub on this particular incident.

e The picture below shows the saddle that was damage. The picture also shows the abandoned service which seems to be
approximately 3’ from the gas main. No sign of any stub attached to the main.

-

Property of United States Infrastructure Corporation
Photo taken on 7/5/2012 9:37:48 AM

Please let me know if you need any additional information in regards to this case.

Thanks


mailto:AChan@citizensenergygroup.com
mailto:MOrr@urc.IN.gov
mailto:BWarren@citizensenergygroup.com
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Tony

From: Orr, Michael [mailto:MOrr@urc.IN.gov]
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2013 1:32 PM

To: Chan, Antonio M.

Cc: Warren, Benjamin

Subject:

Tony,
Case 3426 was remanded back to the Pipeline Safety Division last week for further investigation.

Date of damage: July 5,2012
Location: 3520 W 57TH ST, Indianapolis

There was a stub hit. | need to know how long the stub was or if the stub was compromised within the exclusion zone or outside
the zone.

Legal is on me to get this taken care asap, since it was sent back for re-investigation.

Thanks and enjoy the holiday,

Michael A Owre

Chief Technical Advisor

Pipeline Safety Division

Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission
(317) 460-8397

Morr@urc.IN.gov



mailto:Morr@urc.IN.gov

a_x*‘-‘%_‘-"!; INFORMATION REQUEST
(2 : \ State Form 54909 (2-12)
'.‘t EI INDIANA UTILITY REGULATORY COMMISSION — PIPELINE SAFETY DIVISION

Case Number: 426

The Pipeline Safety Division of the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission requests any and all
information you can provide regarding the following criteria.

Upon completion of answers select email button for submission.

The Parties

Excavator Information:

Business Name: Merryman Excavation, Inc.

Responsible Party Personal Name: RiEkZn

Title (if any): Project Manager

Address (number and street): 7940 Zionsville Road

City, State and ZIP Code:

Indianapolis, Indiana 46268

Preferred Telephone Number (area code): 847.417.9256

Cellular Telephone Number (area code): 847417.9250

Email Address: Rickzirk@aol.com

Facility Information:

Business Name:

Responsible Party Personal Name:

Title (if any):

Address (number and street):
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City, State and ZIP Code:

Preferred Telephone Number (area code):

Cellular Telephone Number (area code):

Email Address:

Locator Service Information:

sl Wt Citizens Energy Group

Responsible Party Personal Name:

Title (if any):

Address (number and street): 2020 NorthMeddian Steet

City, State and ZIP Code: Indianapolis, Indiana 46202

Preferred Telephone Number (area code): Sl 4058

Cellular Telephone Number (area code): $17.217.3058

Email Address:

Cause of Damage Information

Type of Equipment (select one): Backhoe/Trackhoe

Type of Work Performed (select one): SeWer (Sanitary/Storm)
Other Information (Witness, Police, Fire, Other):

Personal Contact: RvanLee

Business/Organization Name: Merryman Excavation, Inc.

Title (if any): Foreman

Address (number and street): 7940 Zionsville Road

City, State and ZIP Code: Indianapolis, Indiana 46268

Preferred Telephone Number (arca code): 317.417.7303
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Cellular Telephone Number (area code): FHZAt1T7a0s

Email Address:

Utility Line Impact

Location of Damage:

Address (number and street): 3520 West 57th Street

City, State and ZIP Code: Indianapolis, Indiana

Nearest Intersection: Melbourne Road

Product Type (select one): Natural Gas

Facility Type (select one): Distribution

Size (Diameter/etc.): 2

Pressure (PSIG/Inches): Unknown

Interruption in Service: [ ] Yes No Number of Customers Affected:
Evacuation: []Yes No Ifyes, How Many Evacuated?

Repair Cost (if known): $

Release of Product: Yes [ ] No
Ignition and/or Fire: |:| Yes No
Excavator Notify 811: Yes |:| No

Locate Information

Excavator Request Locate: Yes [ 1No

Indiana 811 Locate Ticket Number: 1206181677
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Locate Marks Visible: Yes [INo

Locate Marks Correct: []Yes No
Excavator “White Lined”: Yes [INo
Maps Used to Mark Facilities: Yes [INo
Was Locate Provided within Two (2) Working Days: Yes
Operator Employees On-site during Excavation: Yes

[JNo
[JNo

Incident Impact Information

Number of Outpatient Treated: °

Number of Inpatient Treated: °

Number of Fatalities: °

Fire Department Response: (] Yes No
Police Department Response: [ ] Yes No
Ambulance Response: (] Yes No

Additional Information / Comments

The main line was marked properly by the utility company. The main line ran parallel to and immediately
adjacent the trench for the new sewer. The line was hand excavated and exposed at reasonable intervals to
eliminate main line damage, and marked services were excavated to confirm location and depth. Between the
hand excavated locate areas, the was a tap saddle and short pipe stub perpendicular to the main line and in
conflict with our trench that was not marked. The stub appeared to be an old service line that was cut and
abandoned. Absent any information on the existence of the stub, the only opportunity to have discovered the
service would have been for the exploratory excavation to coincidently have occurred at that immediate spot.
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT

T - 3426
Your Pipeline Safety Division Case Number:

Your Full Name: Rek 2irk

Full Name of Business / Entity (if applicable): e i ———

Your Business Title (if applicable): ProjectManager

Address (number and street): s liziensylilelinag

. i li
City: B s State: " ZIP Codes 19258
. ickzirk l.
Your E-mail Address: ' i
Today’s Date (month, day, year): September 15, 2012
| — :
. : | — : . Project Manager
Your Signature: }<——" Title (if any) - .

!

Please return your Narrative Statement to:

3426
Pipeline Safety Division — Case Number

Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission
101 West Washington Street, 1500E
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Or scan the statement and Email to:

PipelineDamageCase@urec.in.gov
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