
 

 

 

 

 

Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  Merryman Excavation 

UPPAC Database Record ID:  3426 

Report Date:  5/30/2013         Investigator:  Mike Orr 

Damage Date: 7/5/2012 Damage Address: 3520 W 57th St, Indianapolis, Marion  

 

The Parties 

Excavator: Merryman Excavation 

Address:  1501 Lamb Road, Woodstock, Illinois, 60098 

Facility Owner: Citizens Gas 

 

Pipeline Facility 

      Facility Type: Natural Gas    Facility Function: Distribution 

 Type of Equipment: Backhoe/Trackhoe Type of Work Performed: Sewer 

 

Damage Impact 

Product Release: Yes Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: True Number of Customers Affected: 7  

Injuries: 0 Fatalities: 0 Repair Cost (if known): $ 

 

Excavator Activities/Cause of Damage Information: 

Excavator Request Locates: Yes Indiana 811 Ticket Number:  1206181677  Original Start Date:  

Locate Instructions:  

Follow-Up Locate Instructions (if applicable):  

 

Synopsis:  Excavator struck and damaged an underground natural gas main while performing sewer work. 

 

Findings:   Reported by Citizens Gas; excavator’s response to initial notice was received on 9/25/2012.  The excavator had 

a valid locate request and reports the operator failed to provide locate markings; however, upon further investigation, the 

excavator used mechanical equipment with the tolerance zone and damaged a 2” saddle on a 2” steel line.   There was NO 

stub. 

 

Conclusion:  There was a failure to maintain two (2) feet of clearance with mechanized equipment. 

Violation: IC 8-1-26-20(a)(2) Failure to maintain two (2) feet clearance with mechanized equipment. 
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Jul 19, 2012

Tony Chan (Citizens Gas)

2150 Dr. M.L. King Jr. St.

Indianapolis, IN 46202

(317) 927-4619

(317) 927-4619

AChan@CitizensEnergyGroup.com

MERRYMAN EXCAVATION

7940 ZIONSVILLE RD

Indianapolis, IN 46268

317-228-9775

Contractor

Backhoe/Trackhoe

Sewer (Sanitary/Storm)
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Indianapolis

3520 W 57TH ST

MELBOURNE
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From: Chan, Antonio M.
To: Orr, Michael
Cc: Warren, Benjamin
Subject: RE:
Date: Wednesday, May 29, 2013 9:36:12 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image003.png

Mike,
 
Sorry for the delay, but I wanted to get as much information as I could on this one.  Here are our findings:
 

·         We do not show any records of any stub at 3520 W 57th Street.
·         Our records show the service was cut and plugged on October 1994.  All steel service was abandoned from main to meter

and there is no mention of any stub left behind.
·         There is no mention of any stub in our damage report created by our field personnel on July 5, 2012.  Our notes states,

the contractor pulled 2” x 1” saddle off our 2” steel gas main.  The root cause was marked as “Failure to use hand tools
where required”.

·         I spoke with one of our field crew member who made the repairs as well as the supervisor on site, Jim Clark, and they
both do not recollect any stub on this particular incident.

·         The picture below shows the saddle that was damage.  The picture also shows the abandoned service which seems to be
approximately 3’ from the gas main.  No sign of any stub attached to the main.
 

 
Please let me know if you need any additional information in regards to this case.
 
Thanks

mailto:AChan@citizensenergygroup.com
mailto:MOrr@urc.IN.gov
mailto:BWarren@citizensenergygroup.com




 
Tony
 
From: Orr, Michael [mailto:MOrr@urc.IN.gov] 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2013 1:32 PM
To: Chan, Antonio M.
Cc: Warren, Benjamin
Subject:
 
Tony,
 
Case 3426 was remanded back to the Pipeline Safety Division last week for further investigation.
 
Date of damage:              July 5,2012
Location:                              3520 W 57TH ST, Indianapolis
 
There was a stub hit.   I need to know how long the stub was or if the stub was compromised within the exclusion zone or outside
the zone.
 
Legal is on me to get this taken care asap, since it was sent back for re-investigation.
 
Thanks and enjoy the holiday,
Michael A. Orr
Chief Technical Advisor
Pipeline Safety Division
Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission
(317) 460-8397
Morr@urc.IN.gov
 

 

mailto:Morr@urc.IN.gov
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