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Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  Mitchell & Stark Construction 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  1582 
 
Investigator:  Howard Friend 

Telephone:  317-232-2717 

Report Date:  01/10/2012 

 
Damage Date: 08/20/2010 

Damage Address: 197 N Jackson Street 

City: Medora 

County: Jackson  

 
The Parties 

Excavator: Mitchell & Stark Construction 

Contact: Fred C. Harrison, President 

Address:  P.o. Box 219, 170 W 1st Street, Medora, In 47260 

Telephone: 812-966-2151 
 

Facility Owner: Midwest Natural Gas Corporation 

Contact: Arthur Campbell 

Address:  107 SE Third Street, Washington, IN  47501-0520 

 
Pipeline Facility 
      Facility Type: Natural Gas 

      Facility Function: Service/Drop 
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Investigation regarding:  Mitchell & Stark Construction 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  1582 

 
Damage Impact 

Product release: Yes 

Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: True 

Number of Customers Affected: 1  

Injuries: 0 

Fatalities: 0 

Repair Cost (if known): $272 

 
Excavator Activities/Cause of damage information: 

Excavator request locates: No Indiana 811 ticket Number:   

Type of Equipment: Auger 

Type of work performed: Bldg. Construction 
 
 
Synopsis:  Damage to a 5/8” plastic natural gas service occurred during work to install fencing 
for a secure fuel storage containment area.   
 
Findings:   Reported by operator, excavator responded to initial notice on or about 10/26/2011.  
This work was done on the excavator’s business property in response to an earlier break-in and 
theft and discharge of diesel fuel, however, they failed to request locates on the property. 
 
Conclusion:  There was a failure to request that underground facilities on the property be located 
prior to beginning work. 

Violation: IC 8-1-26-16(g): Failure to provide notice of excavation. 
 
Mitchell & Stark Construction currently has 7 reports of damages in the record, between 
10/12/2009 and 11/16/2011. 
 
  

 

 



 
NO  

 
LOCATE  

 
TICKET  

 
PROVIDED 



The Pipeline Safety Division of the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission requests any and all  
information you can provide regarding the following criteria:

The Parties:
Excavator Information:

Business Name:

Responsible Party Personal Name:

Title (if any):

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Preferred Telephone:

Cell Phone Number:

Email Address:

Facility Information:

N/A

P.O. Box 219

Medora, IN 47260

(812) 966-2151

N/A

N/A

N/A

INFORMATION REQUEST

Pipeline Safety Division

Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission

Pipeline Division Case No. 1582

Mitchell & Stark
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Business Name:

Responsible Party Personal Name:

Title (if any):

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Preferred Telephone:

Cell Phone Number:

Email Address:

Locator Service Information:

Business Name:

Responsible Party Personal Name:

Title (if any):

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Preferred Telephone:

Cell Phone Number:

Email Address:

(812) 595-0633

tshafer@midnatgas.com

Midwest Natural Gas Corp.

Donnie Douglas

Service Technician

1652 W. McClain Ave.   P.O. Box 707

Scottsburg, IN 47170

(812) 752-2230

(812) 595-0633

N/A

(812) 752-2230

Midwest Natural Gas Corp.

Terry Shafer

Regional Area Manager Scottsburg District

1652 W. McClain Ave.   P.O. Box 707

Scottsburg, IN 47170
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Other (Witness, Police, Fire, Other) Information:

Personal Contact:

Business/Organization Name:

Title (if any)

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Preferred Telephone:

Secondary Telephone:

Email Address:

Utility Line Impact:
Product Type (circle one):
Natural Gas
Liquid Pipeline
Unknown/Other

Facility Type (Circle One):
Distribution
Gathering
Service/Drop
Transmission
Unknown/ Other

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
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Size (Diameter/etc.): 5/8" PE

Pressure (PSIG/Inches):
Interruption in Service: Yes  No Number of Customers Affected: 1

Evacuation: Yes  No If yes, How Many Evacuated?

Repair Cost (if know):           $

Cause of Damage Information:
Type of Equipment (circle one):
Auger
Backhoe/Trackhoe
Boring/Drilling
Directional Drilling
Explosives
Farm Equipment
Grader/Scrapper
Hand Tools
Milling Equipment
Probing Device
Trencher
Vacuum Equipment
Unknown/Other

50#

N/A
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Type of work performed (circle one):
Agriculture
Cable TV
Curb/Sidewalk
Bldg. Construction
Bldg. Demolition
Drainage
Driveway
Electric
Engineering/Surveying
Fencing
Grading
Irrigation
Landscaping
Liquid Pipeline
Milling
Natural Gas
Pole
Public Transit Authority
Railroad Maintenance
Road Work
Sewer (Sanitary/Storm)
Site Development
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Steam
Storm Drain/Culvert
Street Light
Telecommunications
Traffic Signal
Traffic Sign 
Water
Waterway Improvement
Unknown/Other

Release of Product: Yes No
Ignition and/or Fire: Yes No
Excavator Notify 811: Yes No

Locate Information:
Excavator  Request Locate: Yes  No
Indiana 811 Locate Ticket Number:
Locate Marks Visible: Yes  No
Locate Marks Correct: Yes  No
Excavator "White Lined": Yes  No
Maps Used to Mark Facilities: Yes  No

N/A
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Was Locate Provided within Two (2) Working Days: Yes  No

Operator Employees ON-site at time of incident? Yes  No

Incident Impact Information:

Number of Outpatient Treated: 0

Number of Inpatient Treated: 0

Number of Fatalities: 0

Fire Department Response: Yes  No

Yes  No

Ambulance Response: Yes  No

Additional Information/Comments:

Police Department Response:

Excavator was drilling auger holes without contacting 811.
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                                                        Mitchell & Stark Construction Co., Inc. 
                                          Engineers and Contractors 
                                                P.O. Box 219 • 170 West First Street 
                                                Medora, IN   47260 
                                                Phone:  (812) 966-2151 
                                                Fax:  (812) 966-2862 
 
 
October 20, 2011 
 
Mr. William Boyd 
Director,  Pipeline Safety Division  
Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission 
101 West Washington Street, Suite 1500 E 
Indianapolis, IN  46204 
 
Dear Mr. Boyd: 
 
Attached is our response to your Notice of Preliminary Determination of Violation for 
your inquiry referenced to Pipeline Safety Division Case 1582. 
 
Should you require additional information please advise. 
 
Very Truly, 
 
Mitchell & Stark Construction Co., Inc. 
 
Fred C. Harrison 
 
Fred C.  Harrison 
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