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Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  Crider & Crider Inc 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  1541 
 
Investigator:  William Boyd 

Report Date:  06/04/2012 

 
Damage Date: 09/25/2009 

Damage Address: North Chestnut Street 

City: Huntingburg 

County: Dubois  

 
The Parties 

Excavator: Crider & Crider Inc 

Contact:  

Address:  1900 Liberty Drive, Bloomington, In 47403 

Telephone: 812-336-4452 
 

Facility Owner: Huntingburg Municipal Utilities 

Contact: Greg Schmitt 

Address:  508 N Van Buren Street, Huntingburg, IN  47542 

 
Pipeline Facility 
      Facility Type: Natural Gas 

      Facility Function: Distribution 
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Investigation regarding:  Crider & Crider Inc 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  1541 

 
Damage Impact 

Product release: No 

Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: False 

Number of Customers Affected: 0  

Injuries: 0 

Fatalities: 0 

Repair Cost (if known): $ 

 
Excavator Activities/Cause of damage information: 

Excavator request locates: Yes Indiana 811 ticket Number:  0909102604 

Type of Equipment: Unknown/Other 

Type of work performed: Storm Drain/Culvert 
 
 
Synopsis:  A two inch plastic gas main was damaged during excavation for a storm sewer.  
 
Findings:   Reported by Huntingburg Municipal Gas; excavator has chosen not to respond to any 
initial notices and requests for information for any of their cases; all were delivered and signed 
for on 01/25/2012.  In the opinion of the Pipeline Safety Division Director, it is important to 
include Mr. Schmitt’s comments from the Damage Information Report; this is a direct quote:  
"During a walk thru of the N Chestnut construction project we discovered a gouge in a 2" PE 
main.  Crider & Crider did not report to us of damage when they had excavated to put in curbing. 
 Heavy rains uncovered the pipe, exposing damage.  We had to replace damaged section of pipe 
& lower to let sufficient cover." 
 
Conclusion:  Excavator failed to maintain the required clearance with mechanized equipment.  
All damages that have been investigated occurred prior to June 24, 2011; however, considering 
this excavator’s apparent lack of regard for the serious nature of the work of the IURC Pipeline 
Safety Division and the Underground Plant Protection Advisory Committee to reduce excavation 
damage of natural gas and hazardous liquid pipelines by not offering a single response to our 
initial notices and requests for information, not to mention the apparently deliberate action to 
cover damage caused by their crew in this case, it is the Pipeline Safety Division Director’s 
recommendation to the Committee to consider required training for this excavator’s personnel. 

Violation: IC 8-1-26-20(b): Failure to plan excavation to avoid damage or interference 
with underground facilities; Failure to maintain two (2) feet clearance with mechanized 
equipment. 

 



-3- 
 

Crider & Crider Inc currently has 5reports of damages in the record, between 07/30/2009 
8:30:13 AM and 06/17/2011 10:50:37 AM.  One of the five reports was found to be a case where 
a retired main was exposed during excavation and reported by the excavator. 
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