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Pipeline Safety Division Investigation Report 
 

Investigation regarding:  City Of Jasper 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  1524 
 
Investigator:  Howard Friend 

Report Date:  03/01/2012 

 
Damage Date: 08/14/2009 

Damage Address: 37th Street 

City: Jasper 

County: Dubois  

 
The Parties 

Excavator: City Of Jasper 

Contact: Raymie Eckerle, Street Commissioner 

Address:  P.o. Box 29, Jasper, In 47546 

Telephone: 812-482-1130 
 

Facility Owner: Jasper Municipal Gas 

Contact: Ernest Hinkle 

Address:  825 E Second Avenue, Jasper, IN  47547-0750 

 
Pipeline Facility 
      Facility Type: Natural Gas 

      Facility Function: Distribution 
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Investigation regarding:  City Of Jasper 
UPPAC Database Record ID:  1524 

 
Damage Impact 

Product release: No 

Ignition:  No 

Service Interruption: False 

Number of Customers Affected:   

Injuries: 0 

Fatalities: 0 

Repair Cost (if known): $ 

 
Excavator Activities/Cause of damage information: 

Excavator request locates: Yes Indiana 811 ticket Number:  0907231244 

Type of Equipment: Hand Tools 

Type of work performed: Sewer (Sanitary/Storm) 
 
 
Synopsis:  Damage to a 2” steel natural gas main occurred during work on a storm drain. 
 
Findings:   Reported by Jasper Municipal Gas; excavator’s response to initial notice was 
received on 01/30/2012.  Coating for a steel gas main was compromised when the main was 
struck with a shovel during efforts to locate it.  Other than the fact that the locate ticket was 22 
days old when damage occurred, Jasper Municipal Gas submits that their street department 
“…followed proper and acceptable practices in locating the natural gas main”. 
 
Conclusion:  There was a failure to provide notice of excavation, as the locate request was 
allowed to expire. 

Violation: IC 8-1-26-16(g): Failure to provide notice of excavation. 
 
City Of Jasper currently has 2 reports of damages in the record, between 07/21/2009 and 
03/01/2010.  NOTE:  The second report of damage is being investigated as a failure on the part 
of Jasper Municipal Gas to locate the damaged service. 
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