
IC 16-34-1-9:  Public Policy Concerning Performance of Abortion 
(a)  The general assembly finds the following: 
        (1) There is substantial medical evidence that a fetus at twenty (20) weeks of postfertilization age 
has  the physical structures necessary to experience pain. 
        (2) There is substantial medical evidence that a fetus of at least twenty (20) weeks of 
postfertilization  age seeks to evade certain stimuli in a manner similar to an infant's or adult's response 
to pain. 
        (3) Anesthesia is routinely administered to a fetus of at least twenty (20) weeks of postfertilization 
 age when prenatal surgery is performed. 
        (4) A fetus has been observed to exhibit hormonal stress responses to painful stimuli earlier than at 
 twenty (20) weeks of postfertilization age. 
(b)  Indiana asserts a compelling state interest in protecting the life of a fetus from the state at which 
 substantial medical evidence indicates that the fetus is capable of feeling pain. As added by P.L.193-
2011, SEC.6. 

IC 16-34-2-0.5:  A medical emergency, for purposes of this chapter, does not include a patient's claim or 
diagnosis that the patient would engage in conduct that would result in the patient's death or 
substantial physical impairment. Under the circumstances described in this section and unless the 
following would pose a great risk of death or substantial physical impairment of the patient, the 
physician shall terminate the patient's pregnancy in a manner that, in a physician's reasonable medical 
judgment, would result in the best opportunity for the fetus to survive. 
As added by P.L.193-2011, SEC.7. 


