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Sunny Start Family Advisory Committee Meeting  
 

 

Meeting Date: Monday, April 7, 2008 1:00 – 2:45 

Location: Riley Hospital  

Committee Chair: Mary Jo Paladino 

List of Participants: Darla Cohen, Maureen Greer, Toni Harpster, Karen Kaeser, Rebecca Kirby, 
Mary Jo Paladino, Christina Rodgers, Rylin Rogers, Andrea Wilkes 

Attachments  

  

Summary of 
meeting:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Developmental Calendar Update 

Twenty seven thousand have been printed and we are currently out of stock.  
St. Vincent’s will do a re-print with their logo which will go home with new 
parents across the state.  Anthem/Wellpoint is partnering with Children’s 
Special Health Care Services and we are hopeful that they will partner with us 
in distributing a flash drive which includes the calendar and the passport.   

Still working on the Spanish translation, hopeful that we can locate a graphic 
artist with expertise in Spanish.   

Andrea is also pleased that we will be able to do a re-direct in order to make 
the calendar more accessible on the WEB.   

Rebecca Kirby suggested that the process for developing the calendar be put 
into presentation form and shared at a conference.  This might help some 
people working on similar projects and will help get the word out about the 
calendar.   

Indiana WINS Update 

There is a new ISDH project lead, Ramu Chinthala.  The project meetings that 
have taken place now occur one time per month.  Ramu has looked closely at 
the suggestions that have come as a result of the test site.  These changes 
have been submitted to the software developer and it is estimated that they 
will take 2 - months to complete.   

The group discussed the fact that the software works in other states.  Why is 
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it that it does not work in Indiana?  Andrea explained that the program will 
not become an effective tool for families until we expand it to include all 
programs and that the project must get the support of all agencies.  She 
urged the group to continue sending in their comments on the program as 
they are extremely valuable.   

Financial Resource Management for Families  

Mary Jo summarized discussion from the last meeting explaining that families 
are still confused about which fiscal programs they might be eligible for.  The 
goal here is to provide a variety of one-two page documents that explain that 
the program pays for and eligibility requirements. 

These documents should be concise and easy to ready.  We should use 
existing information, not re-creating the wheel.  These documents should be 
posted on the Early Childhood Meeting Place as well as other websites so 
families have access.   

Rebecca Kirby from ASK shared their document which gives a very brief 
description of programs.  The document is in a small folder and is very 
colorful.  The goal of this piece is to make people aware of different programs 
and to call ASK or the specific program to get further assistance.  

Andrea Wilkes was asked to check with the Indiana Family Helpline to see the 
kinds of questions they are getting from families in the area of financial 
assistance.  Andrea reported that the topics include:  prescriptions, medical 
equipment, gas/utilities, insurance, AFDC/TANIF, burial/funeral, 
transportation, food stamps, holiday assistance. 

The group decided that the next step is to prioritize topics.  What programs 
do we want to start with?  Maureen also suggested that we come up with a 
boiler plate of key questions for each topic so that the documents are 
consistent.  After much discussion the group decided on the following: 

Topics 

- Hoosier Healthwise 
- Children’s Special Health Care Services 
- Private Insurance 
- Medicaid Waivers 
- Health Savings Accounts 
- Social Security (SSI) 
- CHOICE 

Format 

- One page (back and front) 
- Content 
- Funding purpose 
- What it is 
- Eligibility Requirements 
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- Key Contact Information 
- Key Questions or Helpful Hints (i.e. does the program cover 

immunizations) 
- Revision Date 

 

Next Steps-   

A timeline will be developed, it is anticipated that we will need to go outside 
of the committee to have someone draft the documents.  Once that is 
complete the Family Advisory Committee will review/approve each document. 

 

 
 


