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DATE: March 21, 2011
TO: All Local Health Departments

Attn: Chief Food Inspection Officer

G
FROM: A. Scott GilliamF,\Ié[BA, CP-FS
Director, Food Protection Program

SUBJECT:  World Variety Produce, Inc. Recall

SUGGESTED

ACTION: Unclassified Recall; Serrano Peppers because they have the potential to be
contaminated with Salmonella; Information provided in case of customer inquiry.

From the information provided by FDA, the product being recalled was distributed in
the neighboring State of lllinois. This recall extends only to Walmart stores in
Wisconsin, Montana, Utah and Wyoming; in addition to Jewel-Osco stores in lllinois.
The affected Serrano peppers were sold from bulk displays between the dates of March
1, 2011 through March 18, 2011. Detail information is not available at this time. In
addition, if any recalled products are found, please notify this office at 317-233-7360.

ke sk ok ok e ol sl 2kl sde sk sk ok s s sk sk ofe e sk ke sk sk sk sk ke sk sk sk sk ke sk sk sk sk sk sfe sk sk sk ok sk kool stk sk sk sk sk sk kol sk sk sk ok sk skl sk ok sk kR sk sk kR ok

Recall -- Firm Press Release

FDA posts press releases and other notices of recalls and market withdrawals from the firms
involved as a service to consumers, the media, and other interested parties. FDA does not endorse
either the product or the company.

World Variety Produce, Inc. Recalls Serrano Peppers

Because of Possible Health Risk

Contact:

Consumers:
1-800-588-0151
Monday — Friday

6:00 am — 5:00 pm PDT

2 North Meridian Street « Indianapolis, IN 46204 | The Indiana State Department of Health supports Indiana's economic

317.233.1325 tdd 317.233.5577 prosperity and quality of life by promoting, protecting and providing for
www.statehealth.in.gov the health of Hoosiers in their communities.



Media:
Robert Schueller
1-888-588-0151 ext.259

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - March 18, 2011 — World Variety Produce, Inc. of Los Angeles,
CA is recalling Serrano Peppers, because they have the potential to be contaminated with
Salmonella, an organism which can cause serious and sometimes fatal infections in young
children, frail or elderly people, and others with weakened immune systems. Healthy persons
infected with Salmonella often experience fever, diarthea (which may be bloody), nausea,
vomiting and abdominal pain. In rare circumstances, infection with Salmonella can result in the
organism getting into the bloodstream and producing more severe illnesses such as arterial
infections (i.e., infected aneurysms), endocarditis and arthritis,

No illnesses have been reported to date.

The affected Serrano Peppers were isolated to 300 cases from Lot # 69073901, product of
Mexico,

This recall extends only to Walmart stores in Wisconsin, Montana, Utah and Wyoming; in
addition to Jewel-Osco stores in IHinois. The affected Serrano peppers were sold from bulk
displays between the dates of March 1, 2011 through March 18, 2011.

The recall was as the result of a routine sampling program by the USDA which revealed that the
finished products contained the bacteria. World Variety Produce, Inc. has ceased the production
and distribution of the product as FDA, California Department of Public Health and World Variety
Produce, Inc. continues their investigation as to what caused the issue.

Consumers who have purchased the affected Serrano peppers listed above are asked to return them
to the place of purchase for a full refund. Consumers with questions may contact World Variety
Produce, Inc. at 1-800-588-0151 Monday through Friday between 6:00 am and 5:00 pm Pacific
Standard Time,
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Recalled Product Photos Are Also Available on FDA's Flickr Photostream.”



