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 The objective of this survey is to collect thoughts, data, and perceptions from

a cross section of your community. It will be used in conjunction with quantitative data to write a report which will be the basis of the Indiana Sexual Violence Primary Prevention Plan.  You will find it a useful snapshot of perceptions of what is occurring within your community in order to strengthen local prevention efforts

Initial County/Community Survey:

Based on a Socio-Ecological Model to Assess

Sexual Violence Prevention

Directions: As you complete the assessment, remember there are no right or wrong answers, just tell us what you think and if you have supporting evidence and examples available list them as well.  There are definitions of words at the end of the survey.  Before starting review them. Feel free to use additional pages if necessary. Please write, print (or type) so answers may be easily read.
Societal/Cultural: Looks at the broad societal factors that could create a climate in which violence is encouraged or inhibited. These factors include social and cultural norms and gender equity or inequity.   Other factors include health and economic status of a population, educational attainment, social policies, and pop culture influences. 

As you think about today’s society, what existing risk factors do you think contribute to sexual violence?  

Give examples that support your thoughts.

What existing protective factors do you think help to prevent sexual violence?

Give examples that support your thoughts.

In regard to societal factors as defined above, what strategies could be developed to reduce and eliminate sexual violence?

Give examples that support your thoughts.

Community: This level explores settings such as schools, workplaces, neighborhoods, other institutions, and public spaces in which social relationships occur and seeks to identify the characteristics of these settings that are associated with becoming victims or perpetrators of violence.
As you think about your community and the various segments of your community, what existing risk factors do you think contribute to sexual violence?

Give examples that support your thoughts.

What existing protective factors do you think help to prevent sexual violence?

Give examples that support your thoughts.

In regard to community-level factors as described above, what strategies could be developed to reduce and eliminate sexual violence? 

 Give examples that support your thoughts.

Relationships: This level includes risk factors and/or protective factors regarding interpersonal relations with peers, intimate partners, and family members. A person’s closest social circles—peers, friends, partners and family members—influences behavior and contribute to individual’s range of experience.
 As you think about relationships, what existing risk factors do you think contribute to sexual violence?

Give examples that support your thoughts.

What existing protective factors do you think help to prevent sexual violence?

Give examples that support your thoughts.

In regard to relationship-level factors as described above, what strategies could be developed to reduce or eliminate sexual violence? 

Give examples that support your thoughts.

Individual:   This basic level identifies biological and personal history risk factors that may increase the likelihood of becoming a victim or perpetrator of violence or the individual has biological and personal history protective factors that allow for healthy growth and development.  Some of these factors may include age, education, economic status, substance abuse, and a history of physical, emotional, or sexual abuse.

As you think about individuals, what existing risk factors do you think contribute to sexual violence?

Give examples that support your thoughts.

 What existing protective factors do you think help to prevent sexual violence?

Give examples that support your thoughts?
In regard to individual level factors as described above, what strategies could be developed to reduce or eliminate sexual violence?
Give examples that support your thoughts?

Additional thoughts and ideas:
As you think about the issue of sexual violence prevention, what additional thoughts do you have?

Community Resources:

Are you aware of current community resources available or groups working on sexual violence prevention? 
What services are available in your community to care for victims of sexual violence?

Does your community have a current sexual violence primary prevention plan?

Does your community have a current plan to care for victims of sexual violence?

Are there gaps in services?

What is needed to eliminate gaps in services?

Who keeps the data reports on sexual violence in your community/county?

To whom is the data reported at state and national level?

Is the data shared with stakeholders locally for planning purposes?

Among data keepers, such as various law enforcement agencies and/or judicial entities is there consistent reporting standards, terminology?
Examples

What task forces/programs/initiatives are in your community/county that target sexual violence issues?

1. Is there any sexual violence primary prevention promotion within media?  
      Examples

2.  Is there educational programming within schools, 
             Examples

3. Educational programming within Faith Community, 
Examples

4. What kinds of training and education are available within the business sector for  eliminating sexual harassment within the workplace 
            Examples

5. Do youth serving organizations provide background checks on staff and volunteers?
Examples

6. Are there any organizations providing educational training for staff, volunteers and community members in regards to identifying victims of sexual violence? 
Examples

7. Does your medical community and law enforcement cooperate with treatment and investigation of sexual assault victims?

Examples

8. What is the record of prosecution of sexual violence perpetrators in your county?

What are your thoughts in regards to this information?

9. Are you able to identify local or state policy needs that could be developed to prevent sexual violence?

What policies could be developed?

Demographic information 
Please check appropriate information.

Gender:          Male____          Female____

Age group:   
18-25 ____           

26-35 ____

                        36-45 ____       

46-55 ____

                   
56-65 ____

            66-75 ____

                        76 & over   ____

Education:  Check highest level attained.
Attended some high school____

GED____


High School Graduate____                

Trade School/ Professional Certification____

College:

         Attended but did not graduate____

         BS/BA _____

         MS/MA_____

                     Post Graduate_____

Ethnicity:

Caucasian ____   

African-American ____ 

Native American ____

            Hispanic_____

Asian_____

Pacific Islander____    
Other ____

What County do you reside? ______________________________________________
Definitions for Survey Completion

Primary Prevention means taking steps to stop sexual violence before it happens by supporting positive beliefs and behaviors about healthy relationships and gender equality.  Primary prevention encompasses efforts that take place BEFORE sexual violence has occurred to prevent initial perpetration or victimization. (CDC. “Sexual Violence Prevention: Beginning the Dialogue”.  2004)
Risk and Protective Factors are certain determinants that are have been shown by research to put people at risk for sexual violence perpetration and victimization or protect them from harm. (CDC. “Sexual Violence Prevention: Beginning the Dialogue”.  2004)

Risk Factors for Perpetration of Sexual Violence
Individual Factors 

· Alcohol and drug use 

· Coercive sexual fantasies 

· Impulsive and antisocial tendencies 

· Preference for impersonal sex 

· Hostility towards women 

· Hypermasculinity 

· Childhood history of sexual and physical abuse 

· Witnessed family violence as a child 

Relationship Factors 
· Association with sexually aggressive and delinquent peers 

· Family environment characterized by physical violence and few resources 

· Strong patriarchal relationship or familial environment 

· Emotionally unsupportive familial environment 

Community Factors
· Lack of employment opportunities 
· Poverty, mediated through forms of crisis of male identity
· Lack of institutional support from police and judicial system 

· General tolerance of sexual violence within the community 

· Weak community sanctions against sexual violence perpetrators 

Societal Factors
· Societal norms that support sexual violence 

· Societal norms that support male superiority and sexual entitlement 

· Societal norms that maintain women's inferiority and sexual submissiveness 

· Weak laws and policies related to gender equity 

· High tolerance levels of crime and other forms of violence 
Source: http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/dvp/SV/svp-risk_protective.htm
Protective Factors for Perpetration of Sexual Violence 

Less is known about protective factors for sexual violence perpetration and victimization.  However, the status of women, collective efficacy, and positive youth development are three potential protective factors being explored in the literature.

The status of women in society is usually defined as the level of economic, employment, educational, and legal equality between men and women.  The relationship between the status of women and sexual violence is complex.  According to feminist theory, higher levels of equality should protect against sexual violence.  However, some studies have shown the opposite effect.  Some researchers have suggested that initially, changes in women’s status leads to increases in sexual and domestic violence (a “backlash” effect), but that over time higher status is associated with lower levels of sexual and intimate partner violence (Whaley, 2001).  Other researchers have suggested that the status of women may have different effects depending on variables like race and local culture (CDC Getting To Outcomes Step 1, December 2006).
Collective efficacy is defined as the degree to which a community is able to effectively mobilize to regulate local crime (Sampson, Raudenbush, & Earls, 1997).  Collective efficacy is thought to be related to the number and quality of relationship networks and level of participation in community-based organizations among community residents.

Another potential avenue for promoting healthy relationships and well-being is positive youth development, which aims to develop individual and environmental assets among youth.  Research suggests that positive youth development is associated with positive short and long-term outcomes for youth (Catalano, Berglund, Ryan, Lonczk & Hawkins, 2002).  The Search Institute’s 40 Development Assets for Adolescents is a promising framework for promoting positive youth development.  The 40 Developmental Assets consist of 20 internal assets (for example, achievement motivation) and 20 external assets (for example, family support).  
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