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INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS:

GENERAL

The state of Indiana established the research fund known as the Spinal Cord and Brain Injury Fund effective July 1, 2007.  This fund, established under Indiana Code (IC) 16-41-42-4, will consist of appropriations, gifts and bequests, fees deposited in the fund under IC 9-29-5-2, and grants received from the federal government and private sources. These funds will be utilized to 1) establish and maintain a state medical surveillance registry for traumatic spinal cord and brain injuries; 2) fulfilling the duties of the board; and 3) funding research related to treatment and cure of spinal cord and brain injuries.  The fund is expected to generate approximately $1.6 million per year, with the majority of money generated to be allocated to research projects.

This application package is designed for all researchers wishing to submit proposals for research projects / programs to be funded under item 3 noted above.  Final funding decisions for all proposals submitted under this program will be made by the Spinal Cord and Brain Injury Research Board, consisting of nine members as defined in section 5(a) of IC 16-41-42.2.  The board will make these decisions after receiving input from an independent scientific advisory panel comprising scientists and clinicians who are not members of the board.  This advisory panel will review proposals and make recommendations to the board.  

The overall objective of this program is to foster and encourage research for the prevention, treatment and cure of spinal cord and brain injuries, including acute management, medical complications, rehabilitative techniques, and neuronal recovery.  Collaborations are encouraged with Indiana-based researchers as well as researchers located outside the state of Indiana, including researchers in other countries.  Research must be conducted in compliance with all state and federal laws.  

Because the nature and scope of the research proposed may vary, it is anticipated that the size of each award may also vary.  Awards pursuant to this RFA are contingent upon the availability of funds and the receipt of a sufficient number of meritorious applications. Applications to this program are considered small grants and should have a maximum requested amount of $60,000 per year.  All applications should be limited to a two-year duration.  (Note:  Second year funding dependent upon adequate progress report for first year.)  

WHO MAY APPLY

Eligible lead Institutions / organizations are located within Indiana and fall into one or more of the following categories:  public/state controlled Institution of higher education; private institution of higher education; nonprofit with 501(c)(3) IRS status (other than institution of higher education); nonprofit without 501(c)(3) IRS status (other than institution of higher education); small business; for-profit organization (other than small business); state government; U.S. territory or possession; Indian/Native American Tribal Government (Federally Recognized); Indian/Native American Tribal government (other than federally recognized); Indian/Native American Tribally Designated Organization; non-domestic (non-U.S.) entity (foreign organization); Hispanic-serving institution; historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs); Tribally Controlled Colleges and Universities (TCCUs); Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian Serving institutions; regional organization eligible agencies of the federal government; and faith-based or community based organizations.

Eligible principal investigators must be based in Indiana and have the education, skills, knowledge, and resources necessary to carry out the proposed research.

Collaborations with other individuals and institutions throughout the United States and internationally are allowed.

RESTRICTIONS

1. Successful applications will be relative to the topic of spinal cord and brain injury and have high scientific merit.
 
2. The principal investigator must be employed by an Indiana-based research institution / organization. 

3. Requested grant funding period cannot exceed 24 months.  

4. Budget request may not include indirect costs.

5. Travel budget requested must be limited to those expenses necessary to carry out the specific aims of the proposed project.


POST AWARD REQUIREMENTS

1. Complete a six month progress report during each of the two years of the award.

2. Complete progress reports annually for two years following the completion of funding. (Please note: If a one year no cost extension is given, then the project will require an additional progress report.) 


MECHANISM FOR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION

Applications will be considered one time per year.  Submission due date is Monday, February 17, 2014 at 5:00pm.  Applications will be assigned for review at the next scheduled meeting of the scientific advisory panel.  Awards will be announced in May 2014, and the contracts distributed shortly thereafter.  Therefore, the start date of the project period should be no earlier than July 1, 2014.

Application forms are available at http://www.in.gov/isdh/23657.htm or www.indianactsi.org/grants    

For questions about this program, please contact the Indiana Clinical and Translational Sciences Institute (CTSI), 705 Riley Hospital Drive, Indianapolis, IN  46202.  Telephone number 317-274-8909.

Application submission.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Upload online at www.indianactsi.org/grants (preferred) or email ictsi@iu.edu. To make alternative arrangements contact the CTSI at 317-274-8909.

Applications will follow this sequence:
Page 1 	Face page, which specifies the title of the proposal, principal investigator and his/her institutional affiliation, where work will be performed, and the total budget.  Signature of the Institutional Officer signifies approval and support of the time and effort specified by the PI on the application. 

Page 2-3 	Budget pages listing the direct costs for all personnel.  Supplies and other costs must relate directly to performance of the project.  Travel should be limited to the amount necessary to achieve the aims of the project.  All costs should be specifically justified (limit justification to 1/2 page for each budget year).  

Page 4-13  Research Plan should be typed on 8 ½ x 11 white paper with at least 1 inch
margins and is not to exceed 10 double-spaced pages.  Type size must be clear and readily legible and at least 12 point font. 

The Research Plan should address the project period and funding requested, show the scope of the overall project and justify how the proposed project will aid in finding a treatment or cure for spinal cord and brain injury. It is to the applicant’s advantage to focus and establish priorities for the proposed project period. These priorities should be made clear in all relevant sections of the Research Plan.

The application narrative should be structured in accordance with the following format:

A. Introduction:  State the overall objective or goal of the proposed research. Review the most significant previous work and describe the current status of research in the field.  Document with references.  Describe any preliminary work the principal investigator / collaborator has done which led to this proposal.  If you have had prior ISCBIRF funding, please briefly describe how this project is/is not related to your previous project.  

B. Specific Aims:  List the specific aims.

C. Significance:  What is the potential importance of the proposed project?  Discuss any novel ideas or contributions that the project offers.  Make clear the potential importance of the proposed project for stimulating further research or attracting federal grant support.

D. Methods of Procedure:  Give details of the research plan, including a description of the experiments or other work proposed; the methods; species of animals, techniques to be used; the kinds of data expected to be obtained; and the means by which the data will be analyzed or interpreted. If clinical studies are involved, give details of responsibility for patient selection and patient care.  Include a discussion of pitfalls that might be encountered, and of the limitations of the procedures proposed.  Point out any procedures, situations, or materials that may be hazardous to personnel and the precautions to be exercised.  Insofar as possible, describe the principal experiments or observations in the sequence in which they will be conducted, and indicate a tentative schedule of the main steps of the investigation.

E. Statistics:  Provide a brief description of the plan for analysis.

F. Future Directions:  Briefly describe planned next steps for the data from this project (e.g. collaboration with another PI; an R type grant; a foundation grant, etc.)

G. Facilities Available: Describe the facilities available for this project including laboratories, clinical resources, office space, animal quarters, etc.  List major items of equipment available for this work.

H. Collaborative Arrangements: If the proposed project requires collaboration with other investigators, describe the collaboration and provide evidence to assure the reviewers that the other collaborators agree (letters of support in the addendum).

Page 14 	Senior / Key Personnel listing.

Additional   ●Biographical sketches of the principal investigator and any senior / key Required       personnel (4-page maximum for each individual)  
Pages	 ●Other Support of the principal investigator and any key personnel that are 		   relevant to the proposed project; 3- page maximum for each individual.

Additional 		Up to ten additional pages, are allowed and may contain such items as letters 
Appendices of agreement from collaborators, letters of support from inside / outside the   
                     applicant institution, additional scientific materials, diagrams, etc.   


Page 4

