
Change in Reporting “Initial Screen Next Month” Exceptions 
 
Everyone, 
 
I’ve gotten a lot of calls from MSR clerks (regardless of whether they’re using INSTEP or the paper 
form), asking, “Do we still need to report children who were born at the end of a month, but who 
receive a NBS before we submit the MSR?”  
 
ISDH has decided that we need to change how you report the “Initial Screen Next Month” children.  With 
INSTEP and the new paper form, there is simply too much required paperwork for you to reasonably 
report all these children.   
 
From now on, children who receive their NBS before the MSR is submitted will be considered 
“normal” screens.  These children will no longer be reported as “Initial Screen Next Month” 
exceptions.  This should eliminate the majority of the “Initial Screen Next Month” children.    
 
If a child was born at the end of the month and did NOT receive a NBS by the time the birthing 
facility submits the MSR (regardless of whether the MSR is submitted on the 2nd, the 8th, or the 15th), 
then you should enter those children as “Initial Screen Next Month” exceptions.   
 
Here are some examples to illustrate the new protocol: 

1. Child born on 10/31, received NBS on 11/2; birthing facility submits MSR on 11/15 
a. This child is considered a “normal screen” and should NOT be reported on the MSR. 

 
2. Child born on 10/31, received NBS on 11/2; birthing facility submitted MSR on 11/1  

a. This child is considered an “Initial Screen Next Month” exception since he did not 
receive NBS before the birthing facility submitted MSR.   

b. On the next MSR, birthing facility should report this child as “Finally Screened” & 
provide the date of NBS. 

 
3. Child born on 10/31, did not receive NBS, hospital submitted MSR on 11/15 

a. **This should never happen, but it’s a good example!** 
b. This child is either an “Initial Screen Next Month” or “Discharged without NBS” 

exception and should be included on the MSR. 
 
As a result of this new protocol, Iris will no longer perform follow-up for these kids, which means the 
birthing facility has the responsibility of ensuring that all children born at the end of the month receive a 
NBS at the appropriate time.  However, we realize that the majority of children born at the end of the 
month get their NBSs at the right time, so please keep up your great work!  
 
We hope that this change makes your lives a little easier, and that the examples above help clarify the new 
protocol…but if you have questions, please let me know! 
 


