Summary of Public Comments on the Proposed Rule and Recommendations for the Final Rule

LSA DOC #09-40 
(1)  The Indiana Association of School Nurses recommended a change in the requirement that immunizations track the new recommendations issued by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), as the way the rule reads it seems to suggest that the Indiana State Department of Health would recommend every recommendation that the CDC would issue. [Carolyn A. Snyder, RN, MS]
(2)  The Indiana Department of Education recommended that 410 IAC 1-1-1(5) be reviewed and clarified.  The department inquired whether the provision signified that recommendations from the CDC will be required without any review, oversight or recommendation from ISDH.  [Phyllis J. Lewis, MSN, RN]
ISDH Staff Review and Recommendation: 

The current rules states that every child less than nineteen (19) years of age residing in Indiana shall be immunized against, in the relevant provision, 410 IAC 1-1-1(5): “Additional diseases for which immunizations are recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).”  
Both the Indiana Association of School Nurses & the Indiana Department of Education brought the issue to light, but did not provide the suggested language. 

ISDH recommends adoption of a change to the provision, as the Immunization Program can imagine a circumstance where the public health benefit might not be so great as to mandate that all children must be immunized against a specific disease in order to attend school, however, the CDC might still recommend the immunization.  ISDH proposes a slight alteration to that provision to clarify that only the immunizations that the ISDH recommends, which are recommended by the CDC, will be required for school admission.  Thus, language would be added to 410 IAC 1-1-1(5): “Additional diseases for which immunizations are recommended by both the Indiana state department of health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).” 
ISDH staff recommends changing 410 IAC 1-1-1(5) to read: “Additional diseases for which immunizations are recommended by both the Indiana state department of health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.”   

