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March 3, 2008
Dear Farmers’ Market Master,

Purdue University and the Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) are asking your help in gathering market characteristic data and contact information on Hoosier farmers’ markets.  This information is important for three reasons: it will update the ISDA website to let consumers know how to locate your market; it will provide baseline information to track the needs of farmers’ markets; and it will assist with educational programs designed to grow your business. 

As we learn about the needs of farmers’ markets in Indiana, Purdue University and ISDA can tailor new educational programs, such as programs on business planning and local marketing. Also, effective March 3, 2008, ISDA will only use the information from these surveys to update its web-based farmers’ market directory. Markets that do not return surveys will be removed from the ISDA website.

The person in charge of organizing the market (market master or manager) should complete the enclosed survey. 
If you know of other farmers’ markets that should participate, the registration form can be downloaded from ISDA’s website (www.in.gov/isda) by clicking on the Farmers’ Market link.  If you are not the current market master, would you please forward this letter to the appropriate person.  The survey should be completed and faxed to Jennifer Dennis at 765-494-9176 by March 31, 2008. 

Ms. Ann Schmelzer




Dr. Jennifer Dennis

Indiana State Department of Agriculture

Purdue University

101 W. Ohio Street, Suite 1200


625 Agriculture Mall Drive

Indianapolis, IN 46204



West Lafayette, IN 47907
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2008 ISDA Farmers’ Market Registration Form
Farmers’ Market / Business Name:  ____________________________________________


Business Address:  __________________________________​​​_______________


City, State Zip: ____________________________________________________


County: __________________________________________________________


Website address:  ___________________________________________________


Phone:  (      )         -___________  
Fax:  (      )         -___________

Contact Person / Market Manager:  ___________________________________________


Contact’s Mailing Address:  _____________________________________________


City, State Zip:  _______________________________________________________


E-mail address:  _______________________________________________________


Phone:  (      )         -___________   
	Type of Market:
	
	
	A farmers market is a common facility where two or more farmers or growers gather on a regular recurring basis to sell a variety of fruits, vegetables, and other farm products directly to consumers.

	farmers’ market (see definition)
	

	direct farm market (see definition)
	

	roadside market
	

	U-pick
	
	A direct farm market is a producer who offers products for sale; usually at the location where the products were grown / produced.

	agritourism (not otherwise listed)
	

	other_______________________
	


Will your market be open year round in 2008?
Yes 
No

If no, the market will be open from____________________ to _____________________

      day, month


day, month

Days and Hours of Operation for 2008:

Sunday 
Hours: _____________________________________

Monday
Hours: _____________________________________

Tuesday 
Hours: _____________________________________

Wednesday
Hours: _____________________________________

Thursday 
Hours: _____________________________________

Friday 
Hours: _____________________________________

Saturday
Hours: _____________________________________

Directions to the business:​​​​​​​​__________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Does your business accept WIC vouchers? 
Yes 
No

Does your business accept credit cards?

Yes 
No

Farmers’ market masters, please continue the following survey.  

Roadside markets, direct farm markets, u-pick, and all other consumer-direct businesses may discontinue at this point.  Thank-you for your time, this information will be posted / updated on the Indiana State Department of Agriculture’s website.

1.  Including 2007, how many years has your farmers’ market been in operation?  _______________
2. Does your market have a written set of rules / bylaws?
 Yes 
No

2. Which products are sold at your farmers’ market:  (check (√ ) all that apply)
fruits
eggs

processed foods (relish, salsa, etc)

vegetables
honey

jams and jellies

organic produce 
wine

baked goods (breads, pastries)

mushrooms
cider

freezer meat (beef, elk, etc)

herbs
maple syrup
wool

cheese
cut flowers
crafts

other dairy
bedding plants
other (specify) ​​​​​​_______________

3. Approximately how many customers visited your market per week? ________________

4. How many vendors participated at your farmers’ market in 2007?_______________ 

5. How many vendors do you expect to have during the 2008 season? _______________

6. What percentage of these vendors will be returning from the 2007 season? _______________

7. What percentage of the vendors at your market in 2007 sold products that were:

	Products they raised or created
	%

	Products for resale
	%

	Total 
	100 %


8. In 2007, how much were vendors charged to participate in the market? $________________

9. Which one of the following statements about your market was most true in 2007? 

(Check (√) only one)
There was more demand than supply—we needed more vendors.

The supply exceeded demand—we needed more customers.

Supply and demand of products were roughly equal.

10. What were the total gross sales at your farmers’ market in 2007?  $________________

11. Which month had the highest sales in 2007? _____________________

12. Please indicate (√ ) the different type(s) of advertising that your farmers’ market utilized in 2007.  

Please indicate its effectiveness by checking (√ ) the box .  

	Type of advertising used in 2006
	did not

use
	not effective ( 1 )
	( 2 )
	( 3 )
	( 4 )
	( 5 )
	( 6 )
	very effective

( 7 )

	newspaper

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	radio 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	brochures

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	direct mail
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	road-side signs
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	word of mouth
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	other (specify) _______________
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


13. Gender:
  Male 
Female

14. What year were you born:  __________

15. Which of the following best represents your level of education?

Some High School 

College graduate
High School graduate 

Masters degree
Some college


Doctoral degree

16. Which of the following best represents your ethnicity?

African American

American Indian
Asian/Pacific Islander

Caucasian
Hispanic 


Other ________________

AS PART OF THE REGISTRATION PROCESS, PLEASE ATTACH A COPY OF YOUR MARKET BY-LAWS, AND A LIST OF ANY OTHER RULES OR REGULATIONS THAT ARE USED AT YOUR MARKET.

Please fax or mail this questionnaire to:

Dr. Jennifer Dennis, Purdue University, 403 W. State Street, West Lafayette, IN 47907 or email: jhdennis@purdue.edu, or fax to: 765-494-9176.
