Indiana Land Resources Council
Meeting Minutes

Thursday, August 31st 2011

12:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Indiana Government Center South, Conference Room 1
Present:  Nancy Cline, Bruce Everhart, Joe Kelsay, Mary McConnell, Fred Walker, Bob Burke, David Compton, Gene Schmidt, Jon Craig
Absent:  Eric Kelly
The meeting began with a motion by Fred Walker to approve the April 2011 meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Bruce Everhart and passed unanimously.

The council then received an update from Amy Cornell regarding county assistance provided on behalf of the ILRC since the last meeting.  Amy gave a summary of the proposed APA-IN Fall Conference presentation that will take place on October 21, 2011 in Brown County.  Mary McConnell suggested holding a meeting at the spring conference to interface with planners.
The council then began a roundtable discussion of the E-publication Sensible Growth Guide for Rural Communities.   The council reviewed a discussion paper prepared by the ILRC in 2004.  In 2004, the ILRC noted that Smart Growth (Sensible Growth) is a restatement of a commitment to planning.  The 2004 paper was written during the height of the building boom so the council tweaked the statement of the need for Sensible Growth.  There was a discussion regarding whether land should be described as a valuable resource or a scarce resource.  The council also weighed quality development versus sustainable development.  The council reached the consensus that longevity is the key to the definition of sustainable.
The council decided not to define rural.  Bruce Everhart discussed frustrations he experienced on other committees while trying to define the term.  All sources have variations and it usually depends on the programs.  Rural communities vary because rural can be defined by population or description.  You know rural when you see it – it evokes a feeling.  The definition should be left to the reader.  

As part of the Sensible Growth guide, the ILRC wants to highlight other places where counties can find help.  There are 92 counties with opportunities and challenges.  For example, some counties don’t have a lot of capacity for planning.  A one size fits all document will likely not work.  The ILRC should provide links to other resources to complete the tool belt.  The council discussed the need to brand resources that it distributes in order to raise awareness of the group.  The tools should be practical, broadly accepted and tailored to Indiana.
The council asked for feedback from the audience.  Jamie Palmer suggested that they look at the I-69 corridor toolbox as an example.  She also recommended that the guide should address aging population issues, tools for fostering a sense of community (e.g. how to manage conflict).
David Compton made a motion that the council develop an overarching guidance document that can be distributed in hard copy form that would direct readers to the ILRC website with links to other resources.  Amy is to work with Dr. Kelly in drafting this document.  Fred Walker seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

The ILRC will be looking for funding for the marketing and promotion of the guide.

The council also reviewed the Hancock County Agribusiness ordinance and provided feedback.  The council will begin looking at model ordinances for agritourism operations at the next meeting.
With no further business the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Amy K. Cornell

Executive Director
