Hardwood Delegates Promote Indiana’s Premium Forest Products to
Global Markets

The Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) in cooperation with the American
Hardwood Export Council (AHEC) supported and participated in the 3" Annual Dubai
International Wood & Wood Machinery Show April 21 — 23 in the United Arab Emirates (UAE).
ISDA was part of a USA Pavilion where more than fifteen companies, three states and two
hardwood associations were represented.

ISDA took part in the USA Pavilion in an effort to assist the hardwood industry in this growing
Middle East & North African market and continue
growth for the Indiana and American market. For
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American hardwood value-added products
(lumber, veneer, flooring & moldings) to the
Middle East & North Africa, (UAE, Israel, Saudi
Arabia, Oman, Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon & Turkey)
region grew approximately 20 percent.
Hardwood lumber volume increased 3.7 percent
with a value of $35.5 million. Also hardwood
veneer and logs grew significantly and increased B SOUNTTE
by 60 percent to $18 million and 58 percent to )
$25.5 million respectively. The Middle East &
North African markets continue to increase their
demand for Indiana and United States based
hardwoods.

While attending the Dubai International Wood &
Wood Machinery Show, the Indiana delegates spend three days meeting buyers and
proprietors of trading companies and secondary manufactures of millwork, furniture and doors.
More than 35 qualified contacts were made from countries that included Egypt, India, Syria,
Jordan, Pakistan, Republic of Kazakhstan, Ireland and Canada. Even though business in Dubai
has felt the global economic crisis, the attending Indiana delegates received many requests for
lumber and veneer quotes with one importer placing an order for shipment in early May.



In terms of species red oak is the
dominate specie but white oak, ash, hard
maple, cherry and walnut have made
inroads as these species are gaining in
popularity. This mainly due to the
influence of US and European fashions,
this is where many of the architects and
interior designers originate.

The delegates also participated in a

“networking” seminar put on by AHEC
designed to provide an additional opportunity for the attending exporters and buyers from the
region to discuss their mutual business. The trade seminar covered the National Hardwood
Lumbermen’s Association (NHLA) grading rules and forest certification allowing time for
questions and discussion. During the non- show hours the delegates also had the chance to tour
the facilities of one of the largest trading companies and a highly respected moulding and
millwork manufacturer. The Indiana delegates found the tours very beneficial to better
understand the overall needs of each company and how it related to the many contacts from
the show.

The Indiana members included Angie Capper, Pike Lumber Co. Inc. and Mike Seidl, Program
Manager for Hardwoods Economic Development. Seidl retains a joint position with ISDA and
Department of Natural Resources to maintain and develop the primary and secondary
hardwood industries. The American Hardwood Export Council fully funded Seidl’s participation
in this trade show endeavor.



