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Biofuels Grant Program Guidelines
The Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) believes the development and use of biofuels is important as we move Indiana’s economy forward.  The Biofuels Grant Program is one way to increase the access to, and usage of, biofuels by Hoosier consumers.  This program will make awards for the installation of E85 refueling infrastructure at public refueling stations.  E85 is an 85 percent ethanol fuel blended with 15 percent petroleum fuel.  The equipment purchased and installed for an E85 refueling station should be compatible with E85.  If there are any questions, please call the Grants Coordinator, Amy Eizinger Ott.  The Biofuels Grant Program is administered by the ISDA.
As Indiana becomes an emerging leader in the biofuels industry, it is important to state the goals of this program.  ISDA supports the installation of E85.

Please read these guidelines carefully before requesting funds from the Biofuels Grant Program.  These guidelines describe eligibility, funding limitations, the grant approval process, and specific information needed in the grant applications.

NOTE:  Read these guidelines carefully!  Incomplete or late applications will not be considered for award.
Application Timeline

Please pay close attention to the dates set forth below.  It is important to note that if awarded, the project must be finished and all grant money will be awarded.  Additionally, each station will have to commit to sell E85 for 2 years after the award.

· July 1, 2007

· Biofuels Grant Program opened

· Applications must be received by ISDA

· All applicants will be notified of their award or denial via e mail

· Project construction can begin after award notification

· Grant agreements will be generated and sent out by this date for those who received award notification
· Annual report is due from grantees.  Reporting will continue through grant expiration

· Grant agreement expires two years after date of award

Eligibility
Applicants
Commercial refueling facilities or local units (defined as: cities, towns, counties, or townships) are eligible to apply for the Biofuels Grant Program.  This is a facility that sells transportation fuel to the general public.  Those who own or operate multiple locations are allowed to apply for more than one location; however, each location needs to be on its own application and each will be scored separately.

In order to be eligible for consideration, each commercial refueling facility must abide by the following: projects must start and finish in the given timeline (the award date plus 150 days) for completion; the retailer will continue to sell the alternative fuel and will appropriately advertise and post signage regarding the alternative fuel at their store location.
Documentation required by the state for the grant contract to be issued (W-9 and Direct Deposit forms) must be submitted within 30 days of receipt of the award letter by the vendor.

Costs

Projects eligible for grants include the installation of E85 refueling infrastructure.

Costs that are eligible under this grant program are: biofuels equipment, installation and site preparation for biofuels pumps only, and signage.  Under the equipment category, only tank, pump, canopy and lighting expenses directly related to the dispensing of biofuels will be considered eligible costs.

Eligible projects must apply commercially available technologies.  Biofuels grants will not be awarded to fund research projects.
Grant Amounts

Grant amounts are available up to a maximum of $20,000 for E85 infrastructure.  The grant amount will be awarded for up to 50 percent of the qualified investment.  Only costs incurred after approval notification are eligible for funding.  Project construction can not begin until award notification.  Costs incurred after approval and prior to execution of the grant agreement (contract) are made at the applicant’s risk.

Terms 
Grants are only available for eligible recipients.  Funds cannot be drawn down until there is an executed grant agreement (contract).  There is no advance payment with this grant program.

The contract term is for a full two years after the award letter is sent.  

Annual reports must include the minimum gallons of E85 sold during the year.

In the case of local units (cities, counties, towns, townships), for every dollar granted 2 gallons of E85 must be sold or used over the course of two years.

Grant Responsibilities

Reporting Requirements
A report is due annually at the end of each year from the date of the award letter, and a final report is due at the end of the funding period.  The report will detail the amount of alternative fuel sold.  These results/activities are provided to ISDA by the grantee in the form of an Annual Report, which is due one year after the receipt of the award letter each year during the Grant Agreement.

Maintain Communication
The grantee shall maintain communication with the ISDA for the duration of the Grant Agreement.

Site Visits

The grantee shall allow ISDA to conduct project site visits when given (5) business days notice.

Application Process

 Each interested applicant must fill out an application and send it in along with all required documentation to Amy Eizinger Ott.  Applications can be found at www.in.gov/isda/2401.htm.
Grant Approval
The Indiana State Department of Agriculture administers the Biofuels Grant Program and will review and score all grant applications.  If the applicant is approved by ISDA, a grant agreement will be drawn in order establish the terms of the grant and other conditions needed to manage the grant.  Award notification will be made 30 days from when the application was received and grant agreements will be sent awardees.  Once the awardees sign and return the grant agreement to ISDA, it will begin the State signature process.  This process can take up 8 weeks for completion.  Upon completing the State signature process, the awardees may draw down on grant funds as the project is completed.
Confidentiality Information
To the extent feasible and permissible by law, the Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) will honor an applicant’s request that confidential information submitted to ISDA will remain confidential.  ISDA will treat information as confidential only if: (i) the information is, in fact, protected confidential information such as trade secrets or privileged or confidential commercial or financial information; (ii) the information is segregated and placed in a separate appendix to the application; and (iv) no disclosure of the information is required by law or judicial order.  If the application results in award of grant, the honoring of confidentiality of identified data shall not limit the right of ISDA to disclose the details and results of the grant to the general public.
For More Information

Contact:

Amy Eizinger Ott
Biofuels Grant Administrator

TEL: 317.234.5263
FAX: 317.232.1362

E MAIL: aeizinger-ott@isda.in.gov
The Indiana State Department of Agriculture may request additional information from an applicant to help evaluate an application.
