CCSI Mentor (Private Provider) qualifications
No-till Equipment

Set up and maintenance of equipment for a no-till or strip-till system that is adapted to local soils and
crop rotations. Equipment includes combine (including head setting to manage stalks, chaff spreaders
and residue distribution), planters and drills, N injectors, tire floatation and spacing to reduce
compaction.

Cover Crop Management

Selection of proper species and mixes to address resource concerns, planting strategies, seeding dates
and rates, successful termination and pest management.

No-till Nutrient Management

Best timing, placement, rate and form of nutrients, lime and manure for effective cycling and utilization
in a NT system. Include contribution and benefits from Cover Crops, amendments, efficiency additives,
and overall soil health to a successful, productive and sustainable system. Manage for changes in Carbon
and Nitrogen cycles as tillage is decreased and soil cover and diversity increases. Includes off-site risk
assessments.

No-till and Cover Crop Pest Management

Manage for change in pest cycles and populations as tillage is reduced and crop residues and diversity
increases. Includes scouting strategies for pests and termination strategies for cover crops. Includes off-
site risk assessments.

Precision Farming

Technologies to increase planting, application and harvest efficiencies. Include equipment for controlled
traffic, seed placement, and improved soil health and production. Includes advance site, production, and
soil assessment, sampling and evaluation technology.

Crop Rotation and Systems

Ability to integrate crops that complement the soil health, diversity, nutrient and pest cycles, C:N ratios,
and production. Be able to evaluate management style and capabilities of producers, indentify limiting
factors of cropping systems, and measure soil health improvement.

Soil and Water Conservation

Evaluate cropping system for off-site risk, identify environmentally sensitive area within and adjacent to
the operation and be able to recommend additional conservation planning needs for supporting
practices to complete the system such as buffers, CNMP's, manure management or structural measures.
Referral may be made to agency, TSP or additional consulting sources.



