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RCA DOME ROOF DEFLATION TO OCCUR TODAY 
 
INDIANAPOLIS – The skyline of downtown Indianapolis will be noticeably altered when the RCA Dome fabric roof is deflated today (Sept. 24) at 11 a.m., according to the Indiana Stadium and Convention Building Authority (ISCBA).  The deflation, which is expected to last 30 to 45 minutes, will consist of turning off the large fans creating pressure that keeps the roof inflated.

 

The roof deflation is the next step toward the removal of the Dome, which paves the way for construction of a $275 million major expansion of the Indiana Convention Center – a structure that will be attached to the new Lucas Oil Stadium by an enclosed pedestrian connector.

 

In a brief ceremony, former Mayor Bill Hudnut -- during whose administration the Dome was constructed -- will give the order to turn off the large fans.  The ceremony is scheduled on the north steps of Lucas Oil Stadium.  It will include Mayor Greg Ballard and various individuals who have been associated with the Dome over the years, sharing memories as the roof slowly descends.

 

When completed in the late fall of 2010, the expanded Convention Center -- combined with the new Stadium space – will increase the amount of exhibition, meeting room, ballroom and pre-function space from about 725,000 square feet to more than 1.2 million square feet.  That includes 253,100 square feet of exhibition space and 63,000 square feet of meeting room space.

 

Walls and ceilings that don’t comprise the Dome’s structural frame are currently being demolished and removed, as are salvage and memorabilia items.  About half of the Dome will be dismantled with traditional demolition methods and the remaining upper level seating areas will be imploded, which is scheduled to occur in December.
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According to the construction manager, a joint venture of Shiel Sexton/Powers and Sons, the project is on schedule, including the construction of new meeting rooms at the northwest corner of the existing Convention Center. 

 

The Dome’s eight-acre roof consists of two layers of fabric supported by a series of cables and fans.  The facility had a maximum seating capacity of 60,500 permanent seats (57,965 for football), but could be configured for more than that number for NCAA Final Four games and other special events.

 

For 24 years, the Dome provided extraordinary and invaluable service to Indianapolis and Indiana.  It was the home for the Indianapolis Colts, hosted numerous national and international conventions, trade shows and church assemblies, and served as the site for IHSAA high school and NCAA college football and basketball championships.  It hosted presidential speeches, countless concerts and other major and recurring events.

 

For example, on July 9, 1984, the Dome set a new world attendance record for an indoor basketball game – 67,596 fans -- when the U.S. Olympic basketball team played an exhibition against a team of NBA All-Stars.  In addition to the Colts and IHSAA and NCAA championships, recurring events included the Bands of America Grand Nationals, Circle City Classic, Indiana Black Expo Summer Celebration and Supercross.   

 

Originally called the Hoosier Dome when it was opened in May 1984, the facility was renamed the RCA Dome in 1994 when Thomson Consumer Electronics, a division of RCA, paid $10 million for naming rights over 10 years. 

 

When the expansion is complete, the Capital Improvement Board of Managers (CIB) will manage the Convention Center, as it does Lucas Oil Stadium.  The ISCBA is the state agency responsible for financing, designing and constructing both the Convention Center expansion and the new Stadium. 
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(See attached listing for a sampling of major and recurring events held in the 
RCA Dome over the years.)
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