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ISCBA TO HOLD SERIES OF M/WBE TRAINING WORKSHOPS
INDIANAPOLIS – The Indiana Stadium and Convention Building Authority (ISCBA) today announced a series of workshops that will encourage capacity building and increased participation by minority and women-owned contractors in public construction projects.  A special emphasis will be given to equipping them to bid for work on the upcoming expansion of the Indiana Convention Center.  
Five Business Enhancement Workshops have been scheduled over the next six months to provide in-depth training on various aspects of applying for and implementing construction contracts.  According to the ISCBA, the sessions “will be filled with learning tools, refresher tips and expansion ideas from various industry experts.”
Each workshop is scheduled from 8 a.m. to 12 noon at the Indiana Government Center, 402 West Washington Street, Indianapolis.  Sessions are as follows: 


October 30 -- Basic business setup and refinement 


November 27 -- Construction industry overview

            January 22 -- Risk management 


February 21-- Safety management 


March 26 -- Business development 

In partnership with the Indiana Construction Roundtable and the state of Indiana, the workshops are being organized and led by a consortium of “Champions.” The October 30 session’s Champions include Engaging Solutions LLC, Indiana Contractors Association, Meetings Designed Wright LLC, and Möbelwerks Inc.   
To register online, go to www.in.gov/iscba, click first on MBE/WBE Initiatives and then on Training Workshops and choose Business Enhancement Workshops for Minority and Women-Owned businesses.

“As with the Lucas Oil Stadium project, we are committed to a goal of 15 percent participation by minority businesses on the Convention Center expansion, as well as 5 percent by women-owned companies,” said John P. Klipsch, ISCBA’s executive director.  

“We believe these workshops will go a long way toward helping us meet those goals, preparing these companies for future business and increasing the number of M/WBE firms in general.” 
(more)

“The Business Enhancement Workshops will provide top-notch professional resources and networking opportunities to assist emerging and established minority and women-owned businesses to thrive in their growth endeavors,” said Debra M. Simmons Wilson of Engaging Solutions LLC, who is assisting in the project. “We encourage companies to sign up and attend any or all of the workshops.”
The Government Center workshops follow five earlier statewide meetings targeted toward minority and women-owned contractors.  Those sessions in Gary, Jeffersonville, Fort Wayne, Indianapolis and Evansville also provided information on how such firms can become involved with the Convention Center project. 
When completed in late 2010, the $275 million expansion, combined with the new Lucas Oil Stadium, will increase the amount of exhibition, meeting room and pre-function space at the two sites from 725,000 square feet to about 1.2 million square feet.  

The expansion includes construction of an additional 63,000 square feet of meeting rooms and 103,000 square feet of pre-function space.  New exhibit halls will contain about 254,000 square feet.  A new Capitol Avenue entry lobby and pedestrian walkway connecting the Convention Center and the new Stadium also are included. 

The project requires demolition of the RCA Dome to make room for the expansion, which is expected to begin in the spring of 2008.  When the expansion is complete in 2010, the Capital Improvement Board of Managers of Marion County (CIB) will operate both facilities.  The ISCBA is the state agency responsible for financing, designing and construction both the new Stadium and the Convention Center expansion. 

The Construction Management team of Shiel Sexton Inc. of Indianapolis and Powers & Sons of Gary has been entrusted to fulfill the ISCBA’s minority hiring goals on the Convention Center expansion project.
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