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ISCBA UNVEILS PLANS FOR DOME DEMOLITION                                             IN PREPARATION FOR CONVENTION CENTER EXPANSION
INDIANAPOLIS – The Indiana Stadium and Convention Building Authority (ISCBA) today unveiled plans for demolishing the RCA Dome to make room for the Indiana Convention Center expansion, which is expected to begin in spring/summer of 2008.  Plans call for the Convention Center to be removed by traditional demolition.
“The removal of the Dome and expansion of the Convention Center has been studied for about a year.” said David R. Frick, chairman of the ISCBA board.  “We’re now prepared to announce the steps and timetable that will be followed to complete the project by the fall of 2010.”

According to the project’s construction manager, a joint venture of Shiel Sexton/Powers and Sons, the Dome’s existing exterior utility piping, mechanical and electrical lines, will be relocated from January through May, 2008.

“During the spring and summer of 2008, we will be removing the Dome’s fabric roof and starting the sequential demolition of the ring beam (large concrete structural beam) that encircles the Dome at the highest level,” said Tom Scheele, senior vice president of Shiel Sexton Co. Inc.  “At the same time, we’ll begin taking out the lower seating bowl to gain room at the field level for staging equipment, debris and trucking.”

The demolition, which is expected to last about five months, will move from north to south so construction can begin on the three-story expansion structure in the northwest corner of the project.  “Once about two-thirds of the demolition is complete, you will see new construction and Dome demolition going on concurrently,” said Scheele.  The new construction is expected to begin by late summer.
“Among our highest project priorities are to maintain a safe work environment and be sensitive that the Convention Center will continue to be used during the demolition and new construction,” said John P. Klipsch, ISCBA executive director.

(more)
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Scheele said that conventional demolition appears to be the most practical method to remove the Dome.  “While we won’t rule out using some implosion, we expect our demolition experts, through their submission of demolition plans during bidding, to advise using traditional wrecking for the entire project,” said Scheele.

According to Frick, a study is currently underway to determine what items in the RCA Dome can be reused in the new expanded Convention Center and Lucas Oil Stadium.  The study should be completed by spring, 2008.  

The $275 million Convention Center expansion, when finished, combined with the new Lucas Oil Stadium, will increase the amount of exhibition, meeting room and pre-function space at the two sites from 725,000 square feet to about 1.2 million square feet.  

The expansion includes construction of an additional 63,000 square feet of meeting rooms and 103,000 square feet of pre-function space.  New exhibit halls will contain about 254,000 square feet.  A new Capitol Avenue entry lobby and pedestrian walkway connecting the Convention Center and the new Stadium also are included. 

When the expansion is complete in 2010, the Capital Improvement Board of Managers of Marion County (CIB) will operate both facilities.  The ISCBA is the state agency responsible for financing, designing and construction both the new Stadium and the Convention Center expansion. 
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