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September 27, 2007
INDIANAPOLIS EVENT TO PROMOTE MORE DIVERSITY ON CONVENTION CENTER EXPANSION PROJECT

INDIANAPOLIS – A special event to promote more diversity during construction of an expansion to the Indiana Convention Center is scheduled for Thursday, October 4, in the White River Ballroom at the Convention Center.  The meeting, at 100 South Capitol, will run from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

It is the fourth of five events scheduled around the state by the Indiana Stadium and Convention and Building authority (ISCBA) to encourage more minority and women-owned vendors to seek work during construction of the new Convention Center addition.  That project gets under way in 2008 upon completion of the new Lucas Oil Stadium.
Earlier events to promote diversity have been conducted in Gary, Jeffersonville and Fort Wayne, and the final session is scheduled in Evansville on October 11.  
ISCBA John P. Klipsch said the Indianapolis event will provide project information to prime contractors and minority and women-owned businesses that may be interested in working on the Convention Center project.

“As with the Lucas Oil Stadium project, we are committed to a goal of 15 percent participation by minority businesses on the Convention Center expansion, as well as 5 percent by women-owned firms,” Klipsch said.  “Our construction team is confident they can reach those goals.”

The Construction Management team of Shiel Sexton Inc. of Indianapolis and Powers & Sons of Gary has been challenged to fulfill the M/WBE goals in conjunction with the Nubian Construction Group as an outreach partner.  Tom Scheele, Senior Vice President of
Shiel Sexton, will serve as Project Executive for the entire project.

Deborah Oatts, Outreach Manager for Nubian, noted that the initiative will strengthen minority and women-owned companies and will significantly impact economic development across the entire state.

When completed in late 2010, the $275 million expansion, combined with the new Lucas Oil Stadium, will increase the amount of exhibition, meeting room and pre-function space from about 725,000 square feet to approximately 1.2 million square feet.

The expansion includes construction of an additional 63,000 square feet of meeting rooms and 103,000 square feet of pre-function space.  New exhibits halls will contain about 254,000 square feet.  A new Capitol Avenue entry lobby and pedestrian walkway connecting to Lucas Oil Stadium also are included.

The project will require demolition of the RCA Dome to make room for the expansion.  When the expansion is complete in 2010, the Capital Improvement Board of Managers of Marion County (CIB) will operate both facilities.  The ISCBA is the state agency responsible for financing, designing and construction both the new stadium and Convention Center expansion.
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