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The INvision Award was established to honor an individual who has made a significant contribution to the statewide interoperable communication effort.  Indiana first responders were asked to submit nominations for deserving individuals, and the names of eight very qualified candidates were submitted.  The recipient of the award was chosen based on qualities including vision, creative approaches and consistant dedication to the mission of improving cooperation and coordination among all agencies and public safety disciplines.  

A reception honoring all INvision nominees will be held Monday evening, September 27.  The INvision Award will be presented following the keynote luncheon address on Wednesday, September 29.

2010 INvision Award Nominees

Kent Barrow, Crawford County
Mr Barrow has furthered the goal of interoperable communications in Indiana by seeking many grants to acquire radios for the first responders in Crawford County .  Because of Mr. Barrow,  many responders within the county now have the means to communicate with many Indiana state agencies and with other agencies.  He has served as a leader throughout the region.     I think that Mr. Barrow deserves this award for his dedication in bringing Crawford County up as a leader in interoperable communications.
Tom Brindle, Kosciusko County
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Tom’s long career as the Communications Director and Manager of the Kosciusko County Communications Center is filled with achievements resulting from his vision of data interoperability.  One of the early countywide implementations of CAD / GIS/ Mapping and integrated video into their dispatch center was leading technology when some of us were just thinking about it.  Tom has the vision, the technical expertise and management skills that have allowed him to build one of the premier dispatch centers in the state.  The use of internet technology to capture and feed live video from schools and integrating that video into dispatch consoles enabling the dispatchers to view what is happening inside the schools was, at that time, groundbreaking for Indiana communications centers.  

Steve Cook, Hendricks County
Steve Cook began his career as an Indianapolis firefighter.  In 1992, Lt. Cook was ambushed by a drug dealer who thought the fire vehicle he was in was an undercover police car.  The dealer shot and almost killed him, ending his career as a firefighter.  Unwilling to give up his commitment to public safety, however, Cook refocused his attention to communication, working on the IFD RMS system.  He then moved to MECA working on their CAD project.  In those positions, and now as the Hendricks County Communication Deputy Director, he has been a leader in the interoperable communications arena, consistently carrying the banner for interagency cooperation and training.  Recently, Cook was appointed as the District 5 representative to the Statewide Interoperability Executive Committee (SIEC), where his peers elected him as their first president.
Brent Croymans, St. Joseph County
Lt. Brent Croymans of St. Joseph County Police Department has taken interoperable communications to a new level. The push for a major network upgrade left many people uneasy but Lt. Croymans answered these issues with a secondary system that required the engineering of 4 simulcast towers. These towers that were strategically placed in the 4 corners of the county helped the Safe-T Network to actualize the totality of its potential while ensuring the safety of all the public safety officers.   Under Lt. Croymans’ leadership, and for the first time in nearly 20 years, the public safety officers of St. Joseph County are now able to communicate with police and fire personal from the city of Mishawaka. His level of excellence does not end with his work towards interoperability, in fact, there are many days that after working 12 plus hours programming radios, on his way home, he will initiate a traffic stop or assist another officer with a call to ensure the safety of the people of St. Joseph County. Lt. Croymans had a vision and now that vision is a reality.  

Bob Plummer, Wells County
Long before the term “interoperable communications” became the buzzword for effective public safety, Bob Plummer was working towards the goal.  He stepped up to the plate early on, serving as a member of several statewide interoperable communication groups, including the IPSC Policy Subcommittee, the Statewide Communications Interoperability Plan (SCIP) Executive Committee and the SCIP Implementation Committee.  His consistent support of improved interoperable communications in his community and the state is well known, and as a result he is sought out by many of us for his opinion and guidance.
Connie (Yeary) Poer, Ripley County
Connie Yeary Poer was ahead of her time.  Many years ago, Connie saw the need for interoperable communications and had the vision to start up an 800 Users Group in Southeast Indiana. She not only rallied the players, she offered the training room at the Versailles Post and served at the contact person and moderator to get all the stakeholders in Southeast Indiana to the table to discuss best practices, SOP development, and round table discussions overall on what was "new" to so many of us. This was long before there was an annual conference or any other statewide groups. Had it not been for Connie's efforts in bringing everyone to the table we would not have had the success we have. 

Mike Reihm, Noble County
Mike has tirelessly preached the values of 800 MHz to his county and adjacent counties since 2003. Mike's county was a benefactor of the first Fire Act grant for 800 in NE Indiana and implemented a full deployment for the Fire Service in his County. He also added in-band 800 MHz repeaters for each department and has preached the use of simplex frequencies as often as possible on fire scenes. Mike has also trained others on how to use 800 MHz and has spoken to other groups and counties on the benefits of 800 Mhz for their county. In this area today we have Wells, Adams, Huntington, and LaGrange counties using 800 for Fire. I think this is huge in Indiana.

Barry Ritter, Wayne County
Barry conceptualized and developed the East Central Indiana Consortium. This group of 10 Indiana counties was brought together by Barry to develop a shared system, that once complete, will place these counties one step closer to being NG-911 compliant. This will be accomplished through the purchase of a 911 system utilizing Indiana's fiber optic network, and while at the same time, reducing the cost for each county due to the nature of the shared system. The system itself has several phases of redundancy built in and allows for the interoperability of each agency connected to the system as it will allow one county to back up another county within this new system. Barry has since left our agency and is now Director of the Indiana Wireless Board based out of Indianapolis, where I am sure he will continue to do great things for the advancement of 911 and the interoperability of the state. 

