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What Does E-Filing Really Mean?

• Electronic Service to Parties and the Court

• Faster service of pleadings

• Verifiable service of pleadings

• Integration with other technology

• Court documents available online

• Secured access with links to orders and pleadings

• Public access to documents (future)







How Does E-Filing Work?

• Party uploads 
pleadings

• Selects parties 
to be served

E-Filing 
Service Provider

• Connects EFSP 
to Clerk / Courts

• Serves the 
parties

E-Filing
Manager • Clerk and 

Courts receive 
and act upon 
the pleadings

Court Case 
Mgmt. System

• Same mission; different execution.



How Did We Get Here?

• 2013:  Supreme Court forms Ad Hoc Rules Committee 
to develop e-filing rules

• May 2014:  Supreme Court order directing State 
Court Admin. to begin a statewide e-filing project

• May 2014:  Proposed amendments to Ind. T.R.

• July 2014:  Public Notice for EFM bidding

• Sept. 2014:  Ind. T.R. amended, but effective only 
upon further order of the Court.

• June 2015:  Tyler Technologies selected to manage e-
filing initiative

• August 2015: e-Filing project underway in pilot 
county



How Are the PAs Represented?
Executive 
Steering

Business 
Management

Bill
Welch

Dan
Murrie

JT
Parker

Technology 
Management

Ryan
Cage

22 members, including: 10 members, including:

Hon. Steven David

Hon. Paul Mathias



How Do You Accept e-Service?

• Email to a designated email address

• Basic summary of what was filed

• Link to a copy of the document

• EFM records if/when the document was 
downloaded



E-Service of Orders, too?

• Email to a designated email address

• Basic summary of what was filed

• Link to a copy of the document

• EFM records if/when the document was 
downloaded

[Yep, same process]



How Does the Courts’ EFSP Work?



How Does PCMS e-Filing Work?



What is Trial Rule 86?

•Special e-Filing program rule

•Goes into effect upon special order of 
Indiana Supreme Court



T.R. 86(C)
Commencement of an Action.

“An action must be commenced:

• “(1) by using the Indiana E-Filing 
System unless exempted by these rules;

• “(2) by paying the filing fee unless the fee 
is waived by an order of the court; and

• “(3) by filing the complaint or equivalent 
pleading and the required summons(es) 
in the form set out in TR.R. 4(C).”



T.R. 86(G)
Service of Pleading and Other Papers.

• Initial Filings:  
• Filer shall file completed summonses to the 

Clerk, the Clerk will date, sign, seal, and 
send back to Filer for service.

•Subsequent Filings:  
• E-Filing System service upon Registered 

User has same legal effect as service of an 
original paper document

• Deemed complete upon transmission



T.R. 86(I)
Signature.

Either: 

“a graphic image of a 
handwritten signature”

or

“the indicator ‘/s/’ 
followed by the 
person’s name”



T.R. 86(J)
Time and Effect.

• Considered E-filed upon the date and time 
reflected in the Notice of Electronic Filing.

• Midnight* filings!
• * Time zone of the Court

• “E-Filing … shall be available 24 hours a day.”



T.R. 86(O)
Appearances.

•Orders, Notices, and “all documents 
served under T.R. 86 will be sent to the 
attorney at the email address(es) on the 
Roll of Attorneys regardless of other 
contact information supplied by the 
attorney.”



What Did the Pilot Program 
Teach the Practitioners?

•All change is hard



What Did the Pilot Program 
Teach the Practitioners?

• Important to keep the mission in mind
… and that only its execution is changing



What Did the Pilot Program 
Teach the Practitioners?

•Opportunity to address other 
inefficiencies



What Remains Unresolved?

• IND. CODE § 35-34-1-2(b)(2)



What Remains Unresolved?

• Immediate Action
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