Indiana Conservation Officers
Indiana Conservation Officers are police officers that specialize in natural resource enforcement.  Conservation officers have all the skills and training of “traditional” law enforcement officers, but in addition to enforcing “normal” laws, they must also have a firm understanding of the rules and regulations that govern the use and taking of Indiana’s vast natural resources.
Conservation officers enforce the State’s hunting, fishing, boating and off road vehicle laws, as well the rules that govern everything from commercial harvesting of timber or ginseng, to the possession and exploitation of wild animals.  Conservation officers oversee water well drilling and also investigate the discharge of contaminants that may result in the death of fish and wildlife species.  The natural resource related laws that conservation officers are expected to enforce are too numerous and diverse to identify in this short document.
Conservation officers are also trained and expected to investigate any traditional crimes that may occur on a Department of Natural Resource owned property.  During the summer and fall months DNR owned campgrounds become miniature cities.  As a result, many of the Indiana Title 9 and 35 offenses that you find in an urban environment may be found on these properties and in the campgrounds.  Marijuana grows and the manufacturing of drugs, such as methamphetamine, are also taking place in our state forests and parks.  DNR owned properties are also popular for sexual related crimes, such as public nudity and indecent exposure.  Our properties are also used for an increasing number of suicides and homicides.  The Department of Natural Resources, Law Enforcement Division has highly trained detectives that assist our field officers with these complex investigations.
Conservation officers oftentimes patrol alone in remote areas throughout the state that might otherwise be overlooked.  They are issued four wheel drive patrol vehicles, but just as often they will be found patrolling by foot, ATV, snowmobile, boat or personal watercraft.  Conservation officers are trained in the use of highly sophisticated equipment such as SideScan sonars and Remotely Operated Vehicles that assist in underwater investigations.  Over fifty of our officers are certified SCUBA divers and utilize state-of-the-art dive equipment that includes full facemasks that allow for diver to diver, and diver to shore communications.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Conservation officers use the 800 MHz radio system and are dispatched by a statewide communication center located at Lake Monroe, near Bloomington.  This dispatch center is manned 24 hours a day and has contact with all of our law enforcement personnel, as well as all DNR properties and their managers.  They can be reached at 812-837-9536.
