1 .69 EVANSVILLE TO INDIANAPOLIS

1-69 SECTION 4 REEVALUATION STATEMENT
DESIGN SEGMENT 2

1-69
Evansville, IN to Indianapolis, IN
Designation Number: 0300380

Tier 2 Final Environmental Impact Statement ( FHWA-IN-EIS-11-01-F ) approved July 13, 2011

Record of Decision approved September 8, 2011

This reevaluation of the Tier 2 Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) was prepared to
reflect a design change in Section 4 of the 1-69 highway in Greene County, Indiana. Section 4
will extend north from just east of US 231 in Greene County approximately 27 miles to SR 37 in
Monroe County. The revised design for Section 4 within design Segment 2 has added an
additional right-of-way area to accommodate a cut section to fill section transition in an area
with adverse geotechnical conditions. This reevaluation examined the potential impacts on the
natural, human, and cultural environments of this revised design in Section 4. The analysis in
this reevaluation supports the conclusion that this design change will not have impacts sufficient
to require the preparation of a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) or an
additional Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for Section 4. Therefore, the Section 4
Tier 2 FEIS and Record of Decision remain valid.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The 1-69 Evansville to Indianapolis project, which extends from Interstate 64 in Gibson County to Interstate
465 in Marion County, is being developed in six (6) Sections of independent utility. These sections are
numbered from south (Section 1) to north (Section 6). Section 4 is approximately 27 miles long and extends
from just east of US 231 in Greene County to SR 37 in Monroe County.

The purpose of this reevaluation document is to examine a modification of new permanent right-of-way in
one location since the issuance of the Section 4 Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and the
Section 4 Record of Decision (ROD). This reevaluation determines whether the modification to the right-of-
way causes impacts to the affected environment. The additional permanent right-of-way area is required to
allow for more area to decrease the slope in a cut and fill section® with inadequate soil conditions.

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION
2.1 Project Description and Area

This reevaluation document examines one additional right-of-way area of approximately 0.53 acres located
approximately 0.3 mile west of Black Ankle Creek near Greene County Road 600 E. The Section 4 FEIS
identified a low-cost design criteria right-of-way and an initial design criteria right-of-way. Resource and
total right-of-way impacts as shown in the FEIS were based on these designs. Subsequent final design
activities identified the need for additional right-of-way with impacts located outside of the low-cost and
initial right-of-way footprint. Figures 1 and 2 in Appendix A show the outermost right-of-way (combination
of the low-cost and initial) considered in the Section 4 FEIS.

2.2 Approved Environmental Documentation
The Tier 2 NEPA studies for Section 4 have been completed. The Tier 2 Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) for Section 4 was approved on July 23, 2010. The Tier 2 FEIS for Section 4 was approved
on July 13, 2011. The FEIS documented impact data identified in the DEIS. In addition, the FEIS
documented impacts along the preferred alternative to the natural, human and cultural environment since the
publication of the DEIS. The Notice of Availability for the Section 4 FEIS was published in the Federal
Register on July 29, 2011. The ROD for Section 4 was approved on September 8, 2011.

2.3 Public Involvement
The additional right-of-way area is located on a parcel of land previously impacted by the Refined Preferred
Alternative analyzed in the FEIS. No new property owners will be impacted by the additional right-of-way.
No public access change will occur as a result of this right-of-way area. Therefore, no additional public
involvement is required for this reevaluation.

2.4 Description of Project Change
Located on the south side of the 1-69 mainline directly west of the crossing of Black Ankle Creek in design
Section 4 Segment 2, a total of approximately 0.53 acre of permanent right-of-way is needed for proper
transition from a cut section to a fill section at this location. Design studies at this location identified
inadequate soil and the additional right-of-way is required to maintain a 2:1 slope at the transition. Land use
within the 0.53 acre area is entirely upland forest habitat (See Figures 1 and 2 in Appendix A).

3. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES
According to Table 5.3-1 of the Section 4 FEIS, upland habitat land (which consists of non-wetland forest,
herbaceous cover, and scrub/shrub areas) accounts for 962 acres or 66% of the total direct land use impacts

! A “cut section” refers to the portion of a roadway which is constructed by removing existing soil; a “fill section” refers
to the portion of a roadway which is constructed by adding soil to a lower-lying area. In roadway construction, cut and
fill sections often are adjoining, so as to provide a level roadway.
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within the Section 4 Refined Preferred Alternative low-cost design criteria area and 1,192 acres or 66% of
the total direct land use impacts within the Section 4 Refined Preferred Alternative initial design criteria area.
Land use within the 0.53 acre additional right-of-way area is entirely upland forest habitat®>. Table 7-1 in the
Section 4 FEIS states that INDOT and FHWA will mitigate upland forests impacted by Section 4 at a ratio of
3:1. Various mitigations sites located in Daviess, Greene, and Monroe Counties have been secured or are in
the process of being secured for this effort. Existing and committed mitigation as documented with the
Section 4 FEIS (See FEIS Section 7.3.11, Forest Impacts) are sufficient to account for the additional upland
habitat impacts as described above.

In regard to above-ground historic resources, the additional right-of-way areas are located inside the
approved above-ground Area of Potential Effect (APE) for Section 4 and no change to the APE is required as
a result of this additional right-of-way area. According to the Section 4 Historic Property Report, eleven
above ground properties within the Section 4 APE were determined to be eligible for or listed in the National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP). During historic evaluation efforts for Section 5 of the 1-69 project, a
twelfth resource was identified within the Section 4 APE as eligible for the NRHP. This resource is the
North Clear Creek Historic Landscape District. INDOT, FHWA, the Indiana State Historic Preservation
Officer (SHPO), and Section 4 Consulting Parties are currently discussing coordination efforts for the North
Clear Creek Historic Landscape District. The proximity of the additional right-of-way to the North Clear
Creek Historic Landscape District and other NRHP resources in Section 4 can be found below in Table 1.
Based on the distance of the additional right-of-way area from the NRHP eligible or listed properties and
districts, it has been determined that there will be no change to the identified effects on historic properties.

Table 1: Additional Right-of-Way distance from NRHP property
Additional Scotland | Blackmore  Clifty Koontz  Stipp- Harris Greene Monroe Maurice | Virginia Victor North
R/W Area Hotel Store Church | House Bender  Ford Co. Co. Head Ironworks = Limestone  Clear
Farm  Bridge Bridge Bridge House District District Creek

311 83 District

Proximity 18.9
of RIW* mi

*This represents the distance between the additional right-of-way and NRHP resource (measured in miles).

In regard to archaeological resources, all additional field reconnaissance and documentation will be
addressed as needed per the stipulations of the Section 4 Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between
FHWA and the Indiana SHPO.

4. CONCLUSIONS

The analysis of the impacts from the additional right-of-way area caused by this design change supports the
conclusion that implementation of this modification in permanent right-of-way will not cause significant
environmental impacts that were not evaluated in the Section 4 FEIS. The proposed right-of-way
modification offers no new information or circumstances relevant to environmental concerns, nor will it
result in significant environmental impacts that were not discussed in the Section 4 FEIS. The analysis in
this reevaluation supports the conclusion that this design modification will not have impacts sufficient to
require the preparation of a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS).

? The net forest and wetland impacts in Section 4 for the final design right-of-way will be included in annual reporting
to the United States Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) which addresses the current state of forest and wetland impacts.
Any changes not evaluated in the Tier 2 Biological Assessment and FEIS are addressed during this ongoing
coordination.
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